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THIS MEETING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN PERSON ONLY.

THIS MEETING WILL BE LIVE STREAMED: To view the meeting with no interaction:
https://jamestownri.gov/how-do-i/watch-live-streamed-town-meetings

The public is welcome to participate in this Town Council meeting. Open Forum offers citizens the 
opportunity to clarify an item on the agenda, address items not on the agenda, or comment on a 
communication or Consent Agenda item. Citizens are welcome to speak to the subject of a Public Hearing 
and are allowed to speak at the discretion of the Council President or a majority of Councilors present, or 
at other times during the meeting, in particular during New or Unfinished Business.   

Anyone wishing to speak should use the microphone at the front of the room, stating their name and address 
for the record; comments must be addressed to the Council, not the audience. The Town Council hopes that 
citizens and Councilors alike will be respectful of each other’s right to speak, tolerant of different points of 
view, and mindful of everyone’s time.

Attachments for items on this meeting agenda are available to the public on the Town website at:
https://jamestownri.gov/town-government/town-council/town-council-meetings-minutes/2024-meetings-minutes

EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Town Council may seek to enter into Executive Session for review, discussion, and/or 
potential action and/or vote on the following: 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote in Executive Session and/or open 
session pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-5(a) Subsection (5) Acquisition or lease of real 
property. 

The Town Council’s Open Meeting will begin at 6:00 pm

ROLL CALL

CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS

Presentations: 
Senator Dawn Euer and Representative Alex Finkelman: 2024 General 
Assembly Legislative Priorities.

Jamestown Community Farm letter, report, and presentation on the 
Jamestown Community Farm Financial Terms for Purchase of the Ceppi 
Property. 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Jamestown Town Hall

Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers 
93 Narragansett Avenue

Monday, February 5, 2024
5:30 P.M.
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Resolutions and Proclamations: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 
Resolution 2024-05, A Resolution in Support of Amendments to Rhode 
Island League of Cities and Towns 2024 Legislative Priorities 

Resolution 2024-06: Formation of the Jamestown 250th Commission. 

OPEN FORUM
Comments are not limited to items on this agenda. However, items not on this agenda will only be heard 
and not acted upon by the Town Council. Note: Section 42-46-6 of the Open Meetings Act and Department 
of the Attorney General Advisory Opinions relevant to this item on any public body meeting agenda 
specifically prohibit the Town Council from discussing, considering, or acting on any topic, statement, or 
question presented. The Town Council may, if warranted, refer such matters to an appropriate committee, 
to another body or official, or post the matter for consideration at a properly-noticed, future meeting.

Scheduled request to address: None. 
Non-scheduled request to address. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS
The Town Council will review each license application and vote on it individually. All approvals for 
licenses and permits are subject to the resolution of debts, taxes, and appropriate signatures as well as, 
when applicable, proof of insurance.

No items at this time. 

COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS
Please Note the Following Items are Status Reports and Matters of Interest to the Council and are for 
Informational Purposes unless Indicated Otherwise:  

Town Administrator’s Report: Edward A. Mello
Library reopening update. 
Municipal Resilience Grant Program application for South Pond Dam. 
Tax Abatement (Credits) Proposed Ordinance Amendment and Public 
Hearing (new business).
Broadband Project update. 
Ft. Getty Seasonal Camper Renewal February 1st deadline. 
Hazard Mitigation Plan update and report. 
PBS- “Our Town” featuring the Town of Jamestown. 
Equipment purchase for the Harbor Division (consent agenda). 
Water Tower Lease: additional cell phone provider. 
CRMC plans to brief the Town Council and Harbor Commission in March
regarding Aqua Farms.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Review and/or Discussion of the 
Jamestown Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee report and implementation 
recommendations: 

Town of Jamestown Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee Report to the Town 
Council.  
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Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Review and/or Discussion of the 
Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (JAH) recommendations: 

At the request and recommendation of the Jamestown Affordable Housing 
Committee, Town Council support of the Jamestown Affordable Housing 
Preservation Program and permission to develop an enabling ordinance by 
the Town staff with final review by the Town Solicitor.  

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Vice President Meagher and the 
Jamestown Charter Review Committee recommended amendments, additions, 
and/or deletions for Charter revisions: 

At the request and recommendation of the Jamestown Charter Review 
Committee permission to develop an enabling ordinance by the Town staff 
with final review by the Town Solicitor for proposed Amendments to the 
Jamestown Charter.

NEW BUSINESS
Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Vice President 
Meagher a recommendation to members of the various Jamestown Boards, 
Commissions, and Committees to review the Open Meetings Act (OMA)
compliance requirements and review of the ACLU report regarding public 
comment at public body meetings: 

When the OMA applies whenever a quorum of a public body convenes for 
a meeting. The OMA applies when the three elements are present: 

• a public body: means any department, agency, commission,
committee, board, council, bureau, or authority, or any subdivision
thereof, of state or municipal government or the board of directors
of any library that funded at least twenty-five percent (25%) of its
operational budget in the prior budget year with public funds, and
shall include all authorities defined in § 42-35-1. For purposes of
this section, any political party, organization, or unit thereof meeting
or convening is not and should not be considered to be a public body;
provided, however, that no such meeting shall be used to circumvent
the requirements of this chapter.

• a meeting: means the convening of a public body to discuss and/or
act upon a matter over which the public body has supervision,
control, jurisdiction, or advisory power. As used herein, the term
“meeting” expressly includes, without limiting the generality of the
foregoing, so-called “workshop,” “working,” or “work” sessions.

• A quorum: unless otherwise defined by applicable law, means a
simple majority of the membership of a public body (RIGL§ 42-46-
2).

Notice Requirements: Annual notice (RIGL§ 42-46-6(a)) and Supplemental 
Notice/Agenda of meetings (RIGL§ 42-46-6(b) includes the date the notice 
was published; the date(s), time(s), and locations(s) of the meetings; and a 
statement specifying the nature of the business for each matter to be 
discussed  

Page 3 of 223

B) 

1) 

C) 

I) 

IX. 
A) 

I) 

2) 



02-05-2024 Town Council Agenda      Page 4 of 8

Open Meetings: All meetings must be open to the public unless closed in 
accordance with the OMA. RIGL§ 42-46-3).

ACLU report findings on public comment at town meetings

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Town 
Administrator Mello Discussion and Possible Action to Order to Advertise in the 
Jamestown Press; Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on March 4, 2024, at 
6:30 p.m. for Proposed Amendments to the Code of Ordinances regarding Chapter 
66 – Taxation and Finance. 

Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of the Town Council 
information regarding short-term rental (STR) serviced by onsite wastewater 
treatment systems (OWTS):

Memorandum from Town Engineer Jean Lambert re: information request 
for Short-Term Rentals with Onsite Wastewater Systems

ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS
Appointments, Vacancies, and Expiring Terms; Review, Discussion, and/or Action 
and/or Vote:  

Elections Training and Advisory Ad hoc Committee, One (1) Jamestown 
Board of Canvassers Member; Four to Six (4-6) Jamestown Citizen-at-
Large Members; and One (1) Jamestown Town Council Ex-Officio Member 
with a term not to exceed 6 months, duly advertised in the December 14th,
21st, January 11th and 18th editions of the Jamestown Press: 
a) Interested Citizens-at-Large Applicants: 

i) Daphne G. Meredith 
• Application received December 19, 2023 
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024. 

ii) Laura Goldstein
• Application received December 26, 2023 
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024. 

iii) Linda Jamison 
• Application received December 28, 2023 

iv) Marlene B. Murphy 
• Application received January 31, 2024. 
• Interview to be scheduled if the Town Council considers 

it necessary.
b) Board of Canvasser Applicants:

i) Kenneth Newman
• Email expressing interest received December 28, 2023

ii) Carol Nelson-Lee
• Rescinded application (see Board of Canvassers January 

19, 2024 draft minutes)  
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Library Board of Trustees, One (1) member vacancy, with a three-year term 
ending December 31, 2026, duly advertised in the December 14th and 21st

editions of the Jamestown Press: 
a) Interested Applicant(s):

i) Gordon Rapkin
• Application received November 6, 2023
• Interview on December 4, 2023

i) Janet Schachtel Baker
• Application received December 4, 2023
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024

ii) Jean Burditt
• Application received December 22, 2023
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024

Tick Task Force Ad hoc Committee, Five to Seven (5-7) member vacancy, for an 
unspecified term, duly advertised in the December 14th, 21st, January 11th and 18th

editions of the Jamestown Press: 
a) Interested Applicant(s):

i) Taryn Breneman
• Application received December 22, 2023
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024

ii) Wayne C. Breneman
• Application received December 22, 2023
• Interviewed on January 16, 2024

iii) Cynthia Leonard
• Application received January 2, 2024
• Interview to be scheduled

b) Request to Order to re-advertise the vacancy(s)
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CONSENT AGENDA
An item on the Consent Agenda need not be removed for simple clarification or correction of typographical 
errors. Approval of the Consent Agenda shall be equivalent to the approval of each item as if it had been 
acted upon separately for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or vote. A Consent Agenda item 
or items may be removed by the Town Council for review, discussion, and/or potential action and or vote.

Town Council Minutes 
January 16, 2024 

Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees
Board of Canvassers ( November 7, 2023) 
Board of Canvassers (November 8, 2023) 
Harbor Management Commission (December 13, 2023) 
Planning Commission (January 3, 2024) 
Police Pension Plan Committee (October 18, 2023) 
Tree Preservation and Protection (October 18, 2023) 
Tree Preservation and Protection (November 15, 2023) 
Tree Preservation and Protection (December 20, 2023) 
Tree Preservation and Protection 2023 Attendance Log 
Tax Assessment Board of Review- 2023/2024 Attendance Log
Tax Assessment Board of Review (January 23, 2024) 

At the recommendation of the Harbor Division Executive Director and the Harbor 
Management Commission grant approval of the sale of the Harbor Division 21’ 
Freedom vessel, trailer, and motor via the municipal surplus equipment resale 
process; and authorization to purchase a new 21.5’ Ribcraft vessel, trailer and motor 
from Ribcraft Corp., Marblehead MA for an amount not to exceed $116,431.  

Tax Assessor’s Abatements and Addenda of Taxes 
ADDENDA TO THE TAX ROLL

ACCT TAX 
YEAR

ACCOUNT INFORMATION AMOUNT

01-0002-28 2023 TOWN SOLD-NOW TAXABLE $ 2,215.45
01-0002-28 2023 SW/ISDS CHANGE $      20.00

TOTAL ABATEMENTS TO TAX ROLL -$       0.00
TOTAL ADDENDA TO TAX ROLL $ 2,235.45
GRAND TOTAL TO THE TAX ROLL $ 2,235.45

Ratification of the Administratively approved Short-Term Rental application for the 
period of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024: 

Norma Walsh, STR-97, 33 Hawthorne Road 
Mary Ann Smith-Janas, STR-105, 8 Clinton Avenue 
David Crompton, STR-41, 18 Neptune Street 
Leopold Martini, STR-13, 11 Nun Avenue 
Cheryl Levesque, STR-107, 6 Coronado Street 
Pamela Storey, STR-64, 32 Pemberton Avenue
Justine Maciel, STR-49, 144 Narragansett Avenue 
Adam Wright, STR-28, 46 Carr Lane 
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Trash Collector License 2024 Renewal Application(s):
Island Rubbish Service, Inc. dba: Island Rubbish, 8 Swinburne Street,
Jamestown, RI 02835
Allied Waste Services, LLC. dba: Republic Services, Airport Road, Fall 
River, MA 02720 

One-Day Event/Entertainment License Applications: All One-Day Event/ 
Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any COVID-19 protocols 
in effect at the time of the event:

Applicant: Conanicut Island Sailing Foundation (CISF) 
Event: Bay Day 
Date: June 9, 2024 
Location: Ft. Getty/CISF area

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS
The Council may acknowledge any of the listed Communications and Proclamations and Resolutions. 
Should any member wish to have a conversation on any of the matters, the item will be placed on a future 
agenda for review, discussion, and/or potential action and/or vote. 

Communications Received:
Copy of report to: Town Council  
From:   Bram Gallagher/AIRDNA
Dated:   January 2024 
Re:   US and Rhode Island STR Markets, 

Copy of memo to Town Council, Jamestown Zoning Board, 
Jamestown Town Planner, Lisa Bryer
From: Jamestown Conservation Commission (JCC) 
Dated: January 22, 2024 
Re: JCC Advisory Review and Objection to Proposed 
Ordinance Section 82-12-6- Communication Towers and Open Space 
Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Frank Meyer
Dated:   January 14, 2024 
Re:   Mackerel Cove and the storms
Copy of email to: Town Council 
From:   Marian Falla
Dated:   January 16, 2024 
Re:   Easton Beach Storms/JT beach impacted by storm 
Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   Alma Davenport
Dated:   January 26, 2024 
Re:   Proposed zoning ordinance Section 82-1207. 
Keeping of Chicken Hens
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Copy of letter to: Town Council 
From:   United Way
Dated:   January 2024 
Re:   2024 Legislative Agenda

Proclamations and Resolutions from Other Rhode Island Cities and Towns:
Town of Hopkinton, Resolution in Support of Full Funding of Categorical 
Transportation Aid as outlined in RIGL§16-7.2-6 

At the regular meeting of the Burrillville Town Council held Wednesday, 
January 24, 2024, for and within the Town of Burrillville, at which time a 
quorum was present and acting throughout, the Burrillville Town Council 
voted to support the resolution from the Water and Sewer Commission of 
the Town of Jamestown (Resolution No.: 2024-01) requesting the Rhode 
Island General Assembly to amend RIGL §46-15 relative to a public water 
system’s obligation. 

ADJOURNMENT
Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c), Notice of this meeting shall be posted on the Secretary of State’s
website and at the Town Hall and the Jamestown Police Station. Notice is also posted on the 
Internet at www.jamestownri.gov.

ALL NOTE: If communications assistance is needed or other accommodations to ensure equal 
participation, please call 1-800-745-5555, or contact the Town Clerk at 401-423-9800, via facsimile to 401-
423-7230, or email to rfagan@jamestownri.net not less than three (3) business days prior to the meeting.

Posted on the RI Secretary of State website on February 1, 2024. 

Page 8 of 223

B) 

XIII. 

6) 

1) 

2) 



Page 9 of 223

Jamestown Community Far 

To: Jamestown Town Council j) 
From: Bob Sutton 
Subject: Financial Terms for Purchase of Ceppi Prope 
Date January 31, 2024 

Subj. Major terms relevant and specific to the land acquisition portion of 
the lease/purchase agreement between The Jamestown Community Farm 
Inc. and owner Peter Ceppi (aka John Eldred Farm 1,2,3, LLC) 

The agreement was signed on December 17 2023 but is effective as of January 1, 

2023 and is in effect through December 2037. specific terms are as follows: 

.JCF paid the owner on or about December 17, 2023 the sum of $76,000.00. 
($26,000 rent, $50,000.00 option to buy). The entire option payment and one 
half of the rent payment are applied to the purchase price upon exercise of the 
Option to purchase. The rent changes annually based on increases in the 
consumer price index. 

The option may be exercised upon the death of the owner. When the owner's 
estate notifies JCF of the owner's death, JCF then has up to six months to 
exercise the option. A closing must take place within the one year period 
following exercise of the option. It is possible that the owner may elect to sell 
during his lifetime, in which case JCF will proceed to exercise the option under 
the same timetable. (The JCF Board of Directors has already agreed to begin fund 
raising immediately.) 

The entire property is a little over 17 acres. Carved out of the option are two lots 
of about one acre each fronting on East Shore Road. The owner is keeping these 
lots for his daughter and granddaughter. JCF presently has a registered survey 
of the entire property and intends to get this survey revised to properly describe 
the property to be purchased and the property retained by the owner. Over the 
course of the negotiation the owner has shown some inclination to sell the 
entirety of the 17 acres to the JCF and we are prepared to consider that. However, 
the option applies to the remaining 15 acres. 

If the option is exercised, the final sale price will be determined by certified 
appraisal as follows: JCF hires a certified appraiser to complete a full appraisal 
of the 15 acres. If the owner does not accept the appraised value, the owner 
selects his own certified appraiser to provide a second appraisal. If the two 
appraisals differ by less than 10%, the selling price value is the average of the two. 
If the two appraisals differ by more than 10%, the two appraisers select a third 
appraiser, and the selling price will be the average of the three. 
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The signed lease/purchase agreement is for 15 years with some cost increases at 
five-year intervals. The JCF has already covered our costs through the firsts 
years. Thanks to the generosity of one of our board members (Fox Hill Farm) 
who has donated $50,000.00 each year for the next five years, ($250,000.00) 
and our fund-raising efforts to date, have raised the necessary funding for the 
balance of the first five-year period. First year payment in full was wired to 
owner December 17 2023. 

The JCF attorney has filed a "Memorandum of Lease" signed by both parties in 
the Town of Jamestown Land Evidence Records. The purpose in doing so is to 
provide notice to anyone researching ownership of this parcel that the property is 
encumbered by a lease and option to purchase. 

JCF Inc. is responsible for paying local property taxes (approximately $350.00 
annually) and the seller is responsible for all other administrative fees, taxes, etc. 
associated with his ownership of the land. There are annual "cost of living'' 
adjustments to the rent and 5 year adjustments ($10,000) to the cost of the 
option. However, all additional costs except for one half of the rents will be 
credited against the final cost of the acquisition. 

The agreement was negotiated by an attorney employed by the farm and an attorney 
employed by the seller. The final document is professionally written with safeguards for 
both parties and I can make it available to you, if you wish. 
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Conanicut Island 
A Culture of Farming 

Although we tend to think of Jamestown as both a 

residential and summer community, there is another 

functioning community of which we may not be 

completely aware. Coming back from the 

Beavertail Lighthouse there is a continuous six-mile e 

stretch of roads along which seven active working 

farms are located. Each of these farms have 

farmhands and grow and sell agriculture produce. 

Also, along this same route there are two hi-tunnel 

greenhouse hobby farmers and throughout the town a 

number of beekeepers and chicken coups housing 

small flocks of egg- laying chickens. J an1estown 

residents are clearly continuing a culture of growing in 

Conanicut Island's rich soils. A culture that extends 

back thousands of years. 

CO'lanicut 

Island! 

West .J j!eac.h 
Estate-s 
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(JCF) 
The JCF was created £3 years ago with the mission 
to grow fresh vegetables and deliver this produce to 
food pantries throughout the state. Originally 
organized as an element of the Conanicut Island 
Land Trust, we reorganized as a 501 c(3) in 2009-
201.0 and we are now producing and distributing 9 
to 13 tons of fresh vegetables annually. We do not 
use chemical fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides. We 
are primarily a volunteer organization (100 + 
volunteers annually). We also have a private 
foundation grant to employ 4 high school/college 
student interns annually. We have had the same 
unpaid volunteer farm manager for 23 years, a stable 
Board of Directors, no debt and ,ve are presently in 
the final stages of purchasing the 17 acre parcel of 
land that we have been farming for 23 years. We 
have committed from the outset to extending and 
improving our agricultural practices creating a 
minimum impact on the Island's resources with a 
primary focus on healthy soil. (i.e. regenerative 

agriculture). We have been a successful organization and we have achieved longe,,ity. It 
is nmv time to consider and create the next generation of leadership. 

Succession: 
Our commitment to growing and delivering fresh vegetables to 
food pantries is a long-term commitment. We knm,v that our 
commitment to grow these vegetables utilizing regenerative 
agricultural is very long term. And, although we are a private 
non-profit 501c(3), we are now confronting the same problems 
of farm succession facing many farmers throughout the state 
and the nation: HmN do we keep our land, our ideas. ideals 
and our efforts alive. bevond our mvn individual leadership and 
individual participation? 

We have had the same organizational structure for all 23 years. 
We have also had the same farm manager. Our farm manager 
is well educated, and experienced and still very active but he is 
also 82 years old. We all recognize that succession of both 
organizational leadership and maintaining our committed 
direction is essential and we are not ignoring the inevitable. 
We have created a viable working farm that fills a need and 
now we must develop the next generations of leadership. 
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Regenerative Agriculture and Carbon Capture 

Regenerative agriculture is a way of thinking about and acting upon better methods of 
managing the soil. 
Regenerative agriculture 
prioritizes the critical 
importance of soil health 
and maintaining and 
improving soil nutrient 
values. Successful 
regenerative agriculture 
pursues solutions to 
agricultural production that 
are much less reliant on 
chemistry, mechanization 
and economics. Instead, it 
emphasizes farming and 
grmving practices that 
recognize, respond to and 
maximize the Earth's 
natural order. Although 
not perfect, though 
perfectly intended, the 
Jamestown Community 
Farm is pursuing farming 
methods that respond to 
these ideals. 

Several years ago, the United Nations published a report on "global warming" and in 
that document they identified atmospheric carbon as one of the critical causal elements. 

Along \Vi.th identifying "big business" 
agriculture as a significant contributor to 
atmospheric carbon; they identified the 
ability of properly managed plants and 
soil, to capture and retain carbon as a 
major solution to reducing atmospheric 
carbon. Since that report was published 
the JCF has completely changed its' 
methods and the equipment needed to 
more effectively capture and store 
atmospheric carbon. These methods and 
equipment are completely consistent with 
regenerative agricultural practices. 
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Land Ownership 
There can be no meaningful plan of 
succession without the farm first 
having an ov{n.ership interest in tbe 
land. The 17 acres of land that we 
farm is some of the best farmland in 
Rhode Island. It is also presently 
sub-divided into 6 one-acre house 
lots and an 11-acre lot that could be 
further sub-divided into s 
additional house lots. 

In 2022, with the owner's consent, 
we began negotiations for the 
outright purchase of 15 acres of the 

farm. The two attorneys have been negotiating over the past 18 months and on 
December 17, 2023 we signed an agreement to purchase the 15 acres. We have also 
reached an agreement that the Farm vvill hold title to the land and the Town V111l hold a 
permanent development rights easement. 

The Board of Directors has no illusions about what this acquisition will cost. We have 
created a fund-raising program and have already witnessed community enthusiasm and 
a generous willingness to contribute. We intend to fund the acquisition with 
governments grants, private foundation grants and private donations, 

Volunteerism 
For 23 years the Farm has utilized 
volunteers for a major portion of the 
farm work, primarily planting and 
harvesting on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and summer Saturday 
mornings. We generally average 
between 12 to 20 volunteers on every 
occasion. We have never had a 
volunteer event where no-one showed 
up, nor have we failed to accomplish a 
task for lack of volunteers. 

Volunteerism is an important element of our organization; it creates community support 
for our mission and it provides a Yery important element of how we get the necessal") 
work done. Successful volunteerism does not happen by accident, it is built into our 
organizational mentality. A succession plan has to recognize volunteers' critical 
importance and commits to a volunteer program that is reflective of our existing 
program success and is actively and conscientiously managed. 
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Powering the Farm 
Although we use diesel and gasoline powered 
tractors, we are increasingly looking for ways of 
reducing our carbon footprint. In 2012 we 
installed a 3.5-kilowatt solar array which during 
day light provides all our power requirements. 
In fact we have a $1500 credit Vlrith the power 
company. We sell back to the power company 
much more than we use, In 2023 we purchased 
an electric powered van which recharges 
directly from the solar panels. One of our 
members also purchased an electric powered 
tricycle that we can use for short commutes and 
also for work errands within the farm property. 

Recvcling/ Composting, Water Management 
We purposely involve the Tmvn's commercial community in our overall farm plan. We 
intentionally search out areas where the farm can fill a community need and also 
provide value to the farm. 

About 10 years ago we made an agreement with Atlantic Landscaping to bring their 
autumn leaf pick up to the Community Farm. Tons ofleaves are composted over a one
year period and make an excellent soil additive for the next growing season. 

Several years ago, McQuade's Market, the only 
super market in Jamestown, contacted us 
about the State's requirement for disposal of 
''out of date" or spoiled fruits and vegetables. 
They would no longer be allm,ved to throw 
them in a dumpster and truck them to a 
landfill. We agreed to pick up the spoiled 
produce for our composting operation three 
times a week and mix it '"rith the Atlantic 
Landscaping leaves along ,-vith our chicken 
manure, We rotate the pile for one year and at 
the end of that year have tons of a beautiful 
compost mixture which we annually add to our farm soils. 

We rely entirely on annual rainfall for all farm irrigation. We have no ,,vells, and we do 
not pump from any surface water areas. We irrigate approximately 4000 square feet of 
high tunnel greenhouse and a. 60-tree apple orchard with stored rainwater. We have the 
capability to capture, store and distribute approximately 7000 gallons of rainwater 
annually. The field crops rely upon the annual rain fall and compost rich soil that 
provides nutrient value and holds moisture necessary for plant growth. 
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We also work from time to time \\rith the Conservation Commission. Presently we are 
starting a test grmving area to start sea grass that if successful, will be transplanted on 
local beach erosion areas. This outreach to the Town's commercial community and the 
Town government administration must be incorporated into our succession and 
recognized as critical to our own organizational strength and longevity. We fill a 
community need and we act totally consistent with our regenerative agriculture 
commitment. 

The Community Connection 
The word "Community" in our name is no accident. Not only do ,,ve need and depend 

upon the people as volunteer workers on 
the farm, we need a community of people 
who understand the importance. of our 
mission, our agricultural direction and are 
supportive of our land and water 
protection. And7 we need a community of 
people that are v .. illing to support 
financially both our "food security mission" 
and our agricultural direction. 

We work closely "'rith the local newspaper to 
keep townspeople aware of our projects and 
we encourage people to walk around the 
farm at their leisure. 

We participate in the Memorial Day Parade and the winter holiday celebrations, 
assisting other organizations '"'ith their e, ents and maintaining a presence/visibility and 
an attitude of helpfulness in the Jamestown community. 

Financial Stabilitv 
The October 2023 financial statement is prm,ided to give an example of spending by the 
month. Generally speaking, the Board does not prepare an annual operating budget. 
Instead, it uses the previous 12-month statement of expenditures as a budget guide for 
the upcoming fiscal year. This has proven over the years to be an adequate guide to 
provide spending control. 

Additionally, our public "farm patron" ·fund raising campaign is held in February of our 
calendar fiscal year so that we have a solid understanding of our available funds early in 
the year and can make adjustments in spending, if necessary. If foundation or 
governmental grants are anticipated in our annual budget, no spending on those grants 
occurs until the grant is verified. 
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A general rule for non-profits is to hold 
enough cash in savings to fund operating 
costs for two years. The JCF has never 
ended a fiscal year in debt and has more 
than enough savings to cover operating 
expenses for that two-year period of time . 
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purchasing the property and given the 
dynamics of the purchase and of the 
anticipated purchase price, our annual 
budget will have significant new demands 
placed upon it that cannot be ignored. How 
we meet the demands of the land ar.quisition 
without diminishing the farm 's annual 
operating costs can be accomplished but it 
will require significant attention to our 

fund-raising apparatus and careful attention to our annual spending. It is 
important that the farm continue to appoint and employ professional accountings 

Greenway Protection: •m-Lad«_ ....... 

Landowners, residents and the local government r 
administration have long been committed to the 
protection ofland on Conanicut Island. One of the 
major protected areas is the Center Island Greenway, 
a 1000-acre+ contiguous land area that extends from 
the golf course on the south all the way north to Carr 
Lane. This 1000 acres contains 2 recreational areas, 
a 3-mile bike/walking path, sanctuary walking paths, 
s farms, acres of salt and fresh water marshes, 
contiguous forest land, 2 public drinking water 
reservoirs and their corresponding watershed, a 
great diversity of Vvildlife, bird habitat and the 
Windmill Hill Historic District. 

Presently, this 17-acre Jamestown Community Farm is one of the largest 
unprotected properties in this green way. The successors to the leadership of the 
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Presently, this 17-acre Jamestown Community Farm is one of the largest unprotected 
properties in this greenway. The successors to the leadership of the JCF must recognize 
their responsibility to the beautiful contiguous land that surrounds our farmland. They 
must protect and build upon the farm's commitment to regenerative farming practices 
and refuse the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides etc. 

The JCF: A Demonstration Farm 
Jamestown is today considered a "high-end" residential and summer home community; 
however, its' historical routes are deep in its excellent agricultural soils. The 
Narragansett's used the island as a summer encampment and actively farmed much of 
the island. The first European settlers in Newport used Conanicut Island as common 
sheep and cattle grazing ground which quickly evolved into privately owned large active
farm subdivisions, and continued that way until the early 19oo's. 

Although farming is no longer a major occupational pursuit, there remains a small, 
strong and diverse agricultural community in Jamestown. Because the community of 
Jamestown has, over the years, made a strong commitment to permanently protecting 
farmland and critical open-space there remains significant opportunity to support and 
sustain agricultural production on the island. 
Active Farms. Acreage Location Years Protected Com. Crop 
Wine Grape Vineyard 25 Beavertail Road 20 No Yes 
Orchard, Grazing, Bees 50 Fort Getty Road 200+ Yes 
Hay Production 50 North Road 
Veggies. Cattle, Sheep, Hogs 40 Weeden Lane 
Hay, Vegetables 120+ Weeden Lane 
Sheep, Cattle, Oyster 250 North Road 
Horses, Vegetables 10+ Carr Lane 
Vegetables, orchard, chickens 17 Eldred Ave. 
** Signed permanent protection agreement 12/17/23 

200+ 
100+ 
250+ 
200+ 
40+ 
23+ 

Inactive/ Protected Farmland 20 Fort Getty Rd 30 
Total Farmland Acreage 582 Jamestown RI 

Opportunity 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes** 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

The end of WWII initiated a major transition in farming. What was labeled the "green 
revolution" took shape primarily in post-WWII era, taking advantage of much of the 
chemical technology and mechanical inventiveness created during the War. Farmers 
and farmhands- the labor supply- left the farms after the war in pursuit of better paying 
jobs in the cities. In order to keep going, and replace the lost manpower the remaining 
farms turned almost completely to chemical solutions, larger mechanized equipment 
and much larger landholdings . Small family farms disappeared and large-acreage, 
mono-crop corporate farming, supported by large government, increasingly dominated 
the food-supply business. 

The interstate highway system and high-speed trucking rearranged totally the location 
and profitability of farm production. It was no longer essential to have farms on the 
outer edge of the city. Trucks loaded with farm produce from corporate farms can 
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deliver to any US city in less than 40 hours. Huge, fast moving container ships travel 
across the oceans, in both directions, delivering incredible amounts of agricultural 
produce and agricultural equipment. Satellites far out in space, steer the tractors and 
direct the operation of huge farm equipment through the massive fields; Giant chemical 
and seed companies determine what the farmer plants; large financial institutions loan 
the farmer the money to pay for it. Farming has become a corporate "bottom-line" 
business with all major decisions being made in Chicago, New York City and 
Washington DC, and not by the farmer and his family, sitting around the kitchen table. 

John Deere, (the person, not the lawn mower) started the problem. In 1838 as a young 
man, he moved his blacksmith shop from Vermont to I11inois. He had an idea that 
changed the agricultural world. He designed and hammered out the first moldboard 
plow, from a used sawmill blade. The plow blade~ with its shiny surface and new design, 
was exactly what was needed to break through tough na6ve midwestern soils. The plow 
made it possible for a single farm family, with a couple of horses, to till the rich native 
soils and grow their crops. Unfortunately, neither the famers nor anyone else in 1838 
could know, understand or protect against the negative aspects of plowing these soils. 

A new study in the journal Earlh's Future led by the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst shows that, since Euro-American settlement approximately 160 years 
ago, agricultural fields in the midwestern U.S. have lost, on average, two 
millimeters of soil per year totaling 57.6 billion tons (over that 160-year time 
period) ......... The study's authors conclude that plowing , rather than the work of 
wind and water, is the major culprit." Science Daily, March 2022 

And, when you consider that the act of plowing releases thousands of tons of stored 
carbon back into the atmosphere, you begin to understand why regenerative agriculture 
addresses a very real positive response to very immediate critical problems. 



Page 20 of 223

The Jamestown Community Farm has a unique opportunity to demonstrate actual 
regenerative farming techniques and growing methods that are not at war with our 
Earth. The Jamestown Community Farm cannot change the world. But maybe some 
young girl bikes to the farm to help pick beans or a young lad stops by to help with the 
weeding. They pick and weed in the farm's deep rich composted soil and they think, 
"this is good." This is the generation that is going to have to solve the agricultural 
problems that we leave behind. The JCF must continue to provide support and 
opportunity to this next generation. 

Conclusion: The Jamestown Community Farm has been in existence for 24 years. 
Over the years we have had the financial support of major charitable foundations, 
federal state and local government agencies, and most importantly, the people. 
Currently, the JCF Board of Directors is moving forward successfully on two extremely 
important additional projects: 

A plan for administrative succession; 
Fund support for acquiring the property that the farm is located upon. 

We truly believe in what we are doing and we look forward to your continued 
participation and support. 
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Town of Jamestown 

Resolution of the Town Council 
No. 2024-05 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF 
AMENDMENTS TO RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE OF CITIES AND 

TOWNS 2024 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

WIIEREAS, all 39 cities and towns an~ memhers of the Rhode Island League of Cities and 

Towns: and 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns ser\'eS as a convener and advocates 
to the GO\emor and General Assembly lo support the needs of municipalities 
throughout the state: and 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns believes 111: 

• Supporting robust local government runding through municipal aid programs. 
education aid and grants. 

• Increasing opportunities, through various methods. to raise local revenues. 
• Fully funded policy proposals and programs, particularly related to work.force 

management and personnel costs. 
• Adopting policies that support 39 distmct communities. a,·oiding one-size-lits-all 

solutions. especially regarding land use. business licensing and other important 
policy areas. 

• Maintaining local control and decision-making that retlects community needs. 
including land use. business operations. licensing. etc. 

• Supporting greater flexibility for local government to innovate. improve 
efficiency and save ta~ dollars. 

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island League of Clti~s and Towns surveyed all 3~ members to develop 
legislative priorities for the 2024 session of the Rhode Island General Assembly: and 

WHEREAS, stable local and education aid from the slate will ensure that cities and towns can 
maintain municipal operations while investing one-time Federal funds toward necessary 
capital improvements and economic recovery; and 

WHEREAS, property taxes represent approximatdy two-thirds of revenue for municipal budgets 
statewide. and Rhode Island has the eighth-higbest property tax burden in the nation: 
and 

WHEREAS. any reduction in state funding would exacerbate a dependence on propeny taxes. 
ultimately leading to service reductions, layoffs and propeny tax increases: and 

WHEl{EAS. Rhode Island's municipalities are an imponant piece of Rhode Island's economic 
success. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED. that the Town Council of the Tovm of Jamestown 
supports the priorities identified by the Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns on behalr of the 39 
cities and towns in Rhode Island 

Passed as a resolution of the Town of Jamestown. Jamest0\\11 Town Council this 5th day of February_ 
2024. 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council 

Nancy· A. Beye. President 

IN WIH-.JESS WliEREOF. I hereby attach my hand and the oflicial 
Seal of the ·1 own of Jamestown this 5th day of February 2023. 

Robena fagan. Town Clerk 
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Formation of the Jamestown 250th Commission 
(Jamestown 250'h Semi-quincentennial Commission) 

WHEREAS, the Town of Jamestown (hereafter '"Town") is a municipal corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of the State of Rhode Island; 

WHEREAS, the Town Council is the legislative body of the Town of Jamestown; 

WHEREAS, the Town desires to create a committee to assist in ensuring the observance of the semi
quincentennial of the American Revolution and appropriately recognize the experiences and 
points of view of all people affected by the events before, during, and after this historic event; 
provide an opportunity to reflect on the role of the State of Rhode Island in the many significant 
events that inspired the birth of our country from a diversity of perspectives; and encourage 
civic, historical, and educational participation within the Town; 

WHEREAS, the Town intends to create a local committee that reflects the goals and intentions set forth in 
this resolution; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of Jamestown, Rhode Island, hereby 
establishes the Jamestown 250th Commission which shall be active for a period from March l, 2024 to 
December 1, 2027; and whose responsibilities may include: 

To be tasked to plan and organize events, activities, and initiatives that celebrate and commemorate Rhode 
island's historical contributions to the ideals of freedom, equality, and independence as we approach the 
nation's 250th anniversary; to promote ci vie pride and local history awareness within the Town of Bristol. 

To collaborate with relevant organizations, institutions, and community groups to achieve the 
commission's goals. 

To engage in fundraising efforts to support activities that promote civic pride and acknowledge local 
history, including decorations, events, and activities. 

Passed as a resolution of the Town of Jamestown, Jamestown Town Council this 5th day of February, 2024. 

By Order of the Jamestown Town Council 

Nancy A. Beye, President 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby attach my hand and the official 
Seal of the Town of Jamestown this 5rh day of February 2023. 

Roberta Fagan, Town Clerk 
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Town Administrator 

93 N anagansett Avenue 
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835- l l 99 

401-423-9805 

MEMORANDUM TO: Honorable Town Council 
FROM: Town Administrator, Edward A. Mello 
DATE: January 31, 2024 
SUBJECT: Report for Town Council Meeting February 5. 2024 

Edward A. Mello 
Town Administrator 

Library: The temporary library location at the golf course has closed. Library staff continue to 
work to prepare for the opening of the facility on North Road. There have been delays by sub
contractors related to internet access, heating and fire suppression which have delayed the 
opening. We do expect that it will be open mid-late February. 

Staff is cleaning and painting the golf course space in anticipation of making it available for use 
under the current policy managed by the recreation department. 

Municipal Resilience Grant Program: As an update; Lisa and Mike had put together a $1 
million grant application through the RI Infrastructure Bank to fund the remainder of the work to 
be completed at the dam at south pond. This grant was not awarded. We will be assessing other 
funding options and possible reapplication in order to complete the project. 

Tax Abatement (Credits): A request for the Town Council to consider a revised ordinance to 
support the increase of the tax abatement currently offered to members of the fire department. 
This would also include a transition plan. Subject to Council approval. this can be prepared as an 
ordinance to advertise Memo and draft ordinance is attached. (new business) 

Broadband Project: As previously approved by the Town Council, we have engaged Mission 
Broadband in partnership with Greater Newport of Chamber of Commerce to begin analyzing 
the current broadband services offered to Jamestown residents and businesses. This report when 
complete, can better position the Town and developers for any additional funding opportunities. 
They are developing a process by which they will request public participation in the process. 

Ft Getty Campers~ The deadline to renew sites as a seasonal camper was Febrnary I. We do 

expect a limited number of sites to not renew. I can present an update to the Council at the 
February 20 meeting with more details. 

Hazard Mitigation Plan: We have executed the contract with our consultant Weston and 
Sampson to update our Hazard Mitigation Plan. The Hazard Mitigation Plan process will start 
soon. This will include public input at which time residents can speak about Mackerel Cove and 
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any other areas of concern. Once this plan is approved and if mitigation funding becomes 
available this would best position the Town for developing any future engineering plans. 

Additionally, I have met with Senator Reed and discussed the impacts of the storms and the need 
for funding related to recovery and future mitigation projects. This would require that the 
event(s) be declared by FEMA. This has not yet happened. I have met with FEMA to discuss 
recovery efforts and potential funding. This is part of the process as they detennine if the 
event(s) will be declared. If they are declared. two funding streams are likely. The first for 
recovery. The second for mitigation planning and projects. 

I have also contacted the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to begin a conversation about the 
concerns specific to Mackerel Cove. Once our local HMP process is completed and approved, I 
can request that they consider mitigation projects. 

PBS-Our Town: PBS has selected Jamestown to be the next community to featured in their 

program ·'Our Town .. They have been in contact with Lisa Sheely who will take the lead in the 

Town participation. Residents can join a virtual informational Town Meeting on Thursday, 

February 15, at 5:30 p.m. They should visit RIPBS .org to register for the meeting and learn more 

about the program. 

Harbor Vessel: The Director of the Harbor Division and the Harbor Commission are requesting 

authorization to purchase a new vessel, declaring an existing vessel as surplus and offering it for 

sale by a public bid process. The net cost to the purchase is estimated at $50 000 and would be 

funded through the Jamestown Harbor Capital Reserve Fund. The JHC has reviewed this request 

and recommend approval by the Town Council. Steven Bois· memo is enclosed (consent agenda) 

O\VTS requirements: At the recent Town Council meeting there was discussion regarding 

regulations of Onsite Wastewater Systems particularly as it relates to short-term rentals and property 
transfer due to sale. Jean Lambert has provided a memo including her recommendations. Any change to 
STR would require further action by the Town Council including an amendment to the code of ordinance. 

Wat·er Tower Lease: We are currently negotiating a lease with an additional cell phone provider 

for space on the water tower. I expect to be able to present you with this to be considered in 

March. In the meantime, you will see the application as it moves through the zoning approval 

process. We are also in talks with additional potential service provider for use of shared 

equipment on the towers. This too will be presented to the water and sewer commission in the 

coming months. 

CRM.C/Aqua Farms: CRMC is the only agency which permits the lease of state waters for the 

purpose of aqua fanns. We had requested that CRMC develop a plan which would guide 

farmers , residents and Town staff as to the likely locations for these fanns to reside. We met 

recently with CRMC staff and DEM about the draft plan. CRMC plans to brief the both the 

Town Council and the Harbor Commission on this plan in March. 
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January 30. 2024 

Town of Jamestown Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee Report to the Town Council 

The Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee consisting of seven (7) voting members: Erik Brine. JD 
Coleman. David Dolce, Michelle Estephan-Owen. Robert Raymond, Edward Ross. Beth Smith: 
and one (I) non-voting ex-officio member: Christine Brochu was charged by the Council with 
seeking opportunities to encourage year-round residency and make Jamestown more affordable 
for both property owners and renters alike. The committee was directed to review current 
commercial and residential property taxes. including owner-occupied. short-term and long-term 
rental properties and identify strategies employed by other local governments to incentivize year
round residency and affordability such as tax exemptions and incentives. Upon completion. the 
committee should present recommendations to the Town Council which may include new or 
amended ordinances; qualifying exemptions and incentives~ tax relief tiers: defined qualification 
requirements; and/or suggested public education and outreach strategies. 

The committee mer ten times between September 20th 2023 and January 30th 2024 in order to 
develop recommendations that could be acted upon by the Council and the Rhode Island State 
Legislature in the 2024 legislative cycle . This report intends to outline those recommendations 
agreed upon by the committee. 

From the onset of discussions. the members of the Tax Committee agreed that it was important to 
first agree on the goals and priorities of the committee in order to develop a framework in which 
tax strategies and policy recommendations could be made. 

Goals and Priorities of the Tax Committee 
I - Make Jamestown more affordable for primary residents 
2 - Create opportunities to meet town budgetary objectives while minimizing impact on 
Jamestown residents 
3 - Protect and/or support Jamestown businesses 
4 - Keep taxes low for elderly and need-based populations on fixed budgets 
5 - Make Jamestown more affordable for town employees whose salaries have not risen 
commensurate with property values and who the community depends on 
6 - Incentivize long-tem1 rentals 

To that end, the committee has developed a list of recommendations for the Jamestown Council 
thai we believe support these goals and priorities. We recognize that some of these 
recommendations could have significant impact on revenue generation and some may not have 
significant fiscal implications but are policy positions that we believe represent the values of our 
town. 

Recommendations 

I- Update Current Exemptions 
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a. Veterans Exemptions (table below) - The current veteran's exemptions are credits 
and not currently tied to any index. so they are static and in reality, worth less 
every year due inflation, until specifically voted on, and in. most case sent to the 
State Legislature to change. The committee recommends instead tying these 
exemptions to an index, such as the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to ensure that 
these credits increase annually commensurate with the general rise in costs. The 
committee believes that most current credits are in-line with other Rhode Island 
cities and towns however, the value of the Gold Star Parent and Prisoner of War 
credit seem low compared to the other veteran exemptions. The committee 
recommends that these credits should be raised dramatically to represent the 
tremendous sacrifice by those eligible. This change will have extremely low to no 
budget impact, but we feel will fall more in line with Jamestown values. 

Real Estate Motor Vehicle 

Regular Exemption $250Credit N/A 

Unmarried Widow/Widower $250 Credit N/A 

Totally Disabled/Service Connected $500 Credit N/A 

Partially Disabled Service Connected None N/A 

Gold Star Parent $300 Credit N/A 
Prisoner of War $500 Credit N/A 

Specially Adapted Housing $500 Credit N/A 

b. Senior Exemptions (table below) - The income based senior exemptions are tied 
to published poverty income rates, which is helpful because it allows for those 
income requirements to change year to year. The qualifying incomes are capped at 
220% of the poverty level which means that at income levels above $29,898 for 
an individual or $40,282 a family of more than one individual (in 2022 dollars as 
shown in the table) exemptions are fully phased out. The committee recommends 
that the Council consider shifting each of the categories to a higher percentage of 
poverty level to commensurately increase the income level caps. 
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Amount of Residency/ Length of 

Type <>f Exemption or Household Occupancy Ownership 

Program Tax Credit Income Requirements Age Requirement Requirement 

Income 61% to 100% 1 resident-$13,590 or less 

Based of assessed 65+ S Years 5 Years 
More than 1 resident-

Exemption value 
$18,310 or less 

Income 60%of 
1 resident-$13,591 to 

$19,026 
Based assessed 65+ 5 Years 5 Years 

1+ residents-$18,311 to 
Exemption value 

$25,634 -- --- ·-
Income 50%of 

1 resident-$19,027 to 
$21,744 

Based assessed 65+ 5 Years 5 Years 
1+ residents-$25,635 to 

Exemption value 
$29,296 

Income 40%of 
1 resident-$21,745 to 

$24,462 
Based assessed 65+ 5 Years 5 Years 

1+ residents-$29,297 to, 
Exemption value 

$32,958 

Income 30%of 
1 resident-$24,463 to 

Based assessed 
$27,180 

65+ 5 Years 5 Years 
Exemption value 1+ resldents-$32,959 to 

$36,620 

Income 20%of 
1 resident-$27,181 to 

$29,898 
Based asse.ssed 65+ 5 Years 5 Years 

1+ residents-$36,621 to 
Exemption value 

$40,282 

Disability 
$10,000 to No 

Based Less than $25,000 2 Years 2 Years 
Exemption 

$25,000 Age 

c. Disability Based Exemption (table above)- The Disability Based exemption 
correctly is not tied to an age but is also not tied to any index and therefore is not 
updated regularly. The committee recommends changing the Disability 
exemption to match the Senior exemption and tie it to the same income-based 
exemption. This entire table would then apply to those who are 65+ and/or 
disabled . 

d. Firefighters Exemption - The Committee recognizes that the town just updated 
the tax exemption for firefighter and commends the Council for doing so. 
Jamestown is very lucky to have a superb group of volunteer firefighters and 
which not only helps keep the town safe but also keeps our taxes significantly 
lower than they would be if Jamestown had to fund a full-time firefighting 
organization. 
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2- Add New Exemptions 

a. Town Employee Exemption - The Committee recognized that there are a 
diminishing number of Jamestown employees, including police officers, public 
works, and teachers who also live in our community due to the rapidly rising costs 
of housing in Jamestown and pay increases not keeping pace with inflation. We 
also believe there are real benefits to people who work in our community being 
able to live in our community. The Committee recommends considering an 
exemption in the form of a credit, similar to the firefighter exemption. for all full
time Jamestown employees. We believe this will help the town recruit and retain 
talent, show our town employees that they are appreciated, and make them more 
accessible to the community they serve. 

b. Homestead Exemption - Homestead exemptions have become very popular 
especially in communities that are vacation des6nations and have a large non
resident population. An estimate created by cross referencing property tax rolls c 
with voter registration rolls show that of the approximately 2. 700 residences in 
Jamestown, nearly 50% of them are owned by non-residents. These exemptions 
provide an oppo11unity to keep taxes low for residents while leveraging the 
popularity of their communities for vacation goers and multiple-home owners to 
provide the necessary funding to maintain the infrastructure and management of 
the town. The Committee recommends that the. Council adopt a homestead 
exemption as 12 other Rhode Island Communities have. (RI municipalities that 
offer a homestead exemption are Central Falls, East Providence, Johnston, 
Lincoln. Middletown Narragansett, Newport, North Kingstown, North 
Providence, Providence. West Greenwich, and Woonsocket) Homestead 
exemptions can be instituted in a variety of way and can become both 
complicated to understand ,md onerous for the town to oversee. With that in mind 
the Cornmittee recommends the Council consider two possible options. 

(I) Provide a flat percentage of home value as an exemption for al I 
residents . Example - If a home is assessed at $500.000 and the 
exemption rate is 20%. 1he resident homeowner ·would have the 
first $100,0000 o_( their home value exempted.from their property 
tax bi11 therefore resetting their property assessed value at 
$400,000. {la resident:., home is worth$ 1,200,000 the property 
assessed value would be decreased by $2./0,VOO lo $960.000. This 
could be capped at a certain level (for example the median home 
value) to ensure the amount of tax savings is not dramatically 
skewed by outliers with extremely high-valued homes. 

or 

(2) Provide all residents a flat exempted amount off the value of their 
homes. Example - !fa home is assessed al $500,000 and the 
exemption amount is $200,000 the resident homeowner ·would have 
the.first $200,0000 o_f their home value exempted.from their 
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proper(v tax bill there.fore resetting their property assessed mlue at 
$300.000. If a residents home is worth $1,200,000 the property 
tax value would be decreased by $200,000 to $1,000,000. If this 
option is chosen. the Committee recommends that the Council ties 
the amount of the exemption to the change in median home 
valuation made during every revaluation assessment. 

And 

(3) In order to incentivize long-term rentals and increase the 
availability of full-time housing options in Jamestown. the 
Committee recommends that the Council offer the Homestead 
Exemption to non-residents who provide a current 12-month lease 
on an annual basis. 

3- Tax Stabilization Program 

The Committee recommends the Council consider a Tax Stabilization Program to allow 
residents on fixed income to defer taxes that are more than 5°/o of their income . Taxes deferred 
are held. as a receivable. by the town until a triggering event occurs (sale of property. 
deceased etc.) \vhich requires a full payment of deferred taxes. Amounts deferred can be 
charged interest and are accounted for in the Tax Collection Otlice. Applicants file on a yearly 
basis as this deferral is based t'n household income that can fluctuate year to year. North 
Smithtield has such a program that has benefited many older lo\\-income property owners . 

4- Reverse Mortgage Options 

The Committee considered town-sponsored reverse mortgage options to allow aging residents 
on a fixed income to stay in their homes as tax rates rise. Since a similar program is being 
pursued through affordable housing policy, the Committee did not want to interrupt that 
progress and commends the Council for supporting such efforts. 

5- Ensure Exemptions are Stackable 

The Committee recommends that eligibility for any exemption should not eliminate the 
eligibility for another, especially for those that are need-based. For Example, residents may 
be eligible for a Homestead Exemption, a Firefighter credit and an age-based senior 
exemption. 

6- The Committee recommends that the Council does not make any changes to commercial 
properties or businesses in Jamestown. Commercial property tax makes up a fairly small part 
of tax revenue in Jamestown and the Committee believes it is more important for Jamestown 
to keep the businesses that are here, especially those that stay open year-round, in town. rather 
than chase them off with higher taxes. 

7- Seek greater revenue from fees and leasing of town properties and facilities. 
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While the committee recognizes that revenue generation from fees and leases may fall outside 
the charge of this committee, we did discuss it as it directly relates to the need for the town to 
primarily rely on property taxes for fonding. The Committee therefore makes the following 
recommendations that pertain revenue creation that can offset or supplement revenue from 
taxes. 

a. Prope1ty leases -Avoid long leases with one-sided renewal options that prevent 
the town from receiving competitive rent for high-value properties. For Example -
go{(course. harbors. pier/dock access to commercial operations. 

b. Facility Use - TI1e Committee commends the Council's recent increase in rates at 
Fort Getty at a rate higher than in years past but urges it to continue to look at 
raising rates especially for non-residents to those similar in surrounding similar 
communities. 

c. Parking - The Committee recommends that the Council consider instituting 
online/ap-based paid parking throughout commercial and recreational areas in 
town both to limit parking congestion by non-residents and bring in revenue for 
the town. Rather than selling summer beach parking passes to residents the 
Committee recommends selling annual town parking passes that allow residents 
to park without additional cost in all commercial and recreational areas in town, 
all year round. Additionally, the town should increase the cost of beach parking 
for non-passholders to be commensurate to beach parking prices in Narragansett 
and Newport. 

d. The Committee recommends that the Council publish the balances of all other 
funds outside the general fund, which only appear in the town ·s audit report. in 
the annual budget documents for greater transparency and public education of the 
town·s financial position. (Ernmp/e - Go(fCourse Fund, Harbor Management 
Fund, etc.) 

The Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee strongly believes that Jamestown's tax policies and 
exemptions are not only a necessary tool to provide resources to maintain and manage the town, 
but also a means to incentivize or influence desired behavior or outcomes in the community. We 
believe that the slate of recommendations provided does just that while meeting the goals and 
priorities for our community laid out at the beginning of this report. While the charge of the 
Committee is complete, we stand ready to answer your questions and support you as you move 
to the next phase of implementation of any or all of these recommendations. 

The Jamestown Ad Hoc Tax Relief Committee - Erik Brine, JD Coleman, David Dolce, Michelle 
Estephan-Owen, Robert Raymond, Edward Ross. Beth Smith 
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Jamestown's Affordable Housing Preservation Program 1/11/24 

This program seeks to transform existing homes in Jamestown into affordable properties by enabling the town of 

Jamestown to purchase the land upon which existing homes in Jamestown are located. Payments for the land will be 

made over time, not to exceed 20 years. Existing residents are encouraged to stay in their homes as they age or raise 

families. They will continue to pay taxes on the home itself and will maintain their use of the land through a ground 

lease with the town or its designee. The land remains owned by the town in perpetuity, guaranteeing these 

properties to remain affordable. Among the features of this program: 

• The purchase amount for the land will be determined by agreement with the owner of an amount that 
considers the fair market appraisal for the land { land only) and the assessed value as determined by the Tax 
Assessor. 

• The purchase amount will be paid by the town to the seller over a term of no more than 20 years at no more 
than $25000 per year. It will be paid to the seller or their heirs over the full term regardless of whether the 
owner remains in the house, leaves it to their heirs or sells the property . 

• Upon the closing, the land will be owned by the Town of Jamestown or a Community Housing Land Trust for 
perpetuity. This is similar to the methodology of Church Community Housing in Newport . 

• The existing homeowners may remain in the home and will engage in a ground lease with the town, land 
trust or its representative, for the continued use and maintenance of the land. This is similar to the 
methodology of Church Community Housing in Newport . 

• The homeowners may leave the house {with its relationship to the town) to their heirs. The ground lease will 
continue. Neither the current homeowners with whom the town has made this relationship nor their heirs 
must fulfill the criteria of "affordable" as determined by RI Housing. { see chart below) 

• The current homeowners or their heirs who live in the house may sell the house/improvements but such a 
sale must comply with the following terms: the house and the right to a ground lease is to be sold for the 
lesser of an appraised fair market value or the assessed value ( as determined by Jamestown's Tax Assessor) 
of the house/improvements only . The town's ownership of the land will continue into perpetuity. Buyers of 
an Affordable Housing Preservation program property must have an income less than or equal to 100% of 
the median income as determined by Rhode Island Housing. The ground lease will continue as will the town's 
ownership of the land. 

Applicants can pick up applications at Jamestown's Planning Office. Applicants should provide the address and proof 

of ownership of a residential property in Jamestown. The program will be administered by Church Community 

Housing under the auspices of the Town Planner, the Affordable Housing Committee and the Town Council. 

Approved applications will be limited to a maximum of four per year, unless, due to the interest in and support of the 

program by the community, the town council votes to increase the financial support dedicated to this effort. 

Criteria for Acceptance into Jamestown's Affordable Housing Preservation Program 

Preference will be given to applicants who themselves satisfy RI Income limits for Low and Moderate Income 

Households. Preference will first be given to applicants at 80% or below, then 100%, then 120%, then on a sliding 

scale upward to those whose income is greater than 120% of median income as described in the chart by RI Housing 

below. 
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P,ovldence-Fall River, RI-MA HMFA 2023 
MUNCIPALITIES: Barrington, Bristol, Burrillville, Central Falls, Chartestown, Coventry, Cranston, 
Cumber1and, East Greenwich, Eatt Providence, Exeter, Fo1ler, Glocester, Jamestown, Johnston, Lincoln, 
Little Compton, NanaganMtt, North Klngstown, North Pmvmnce, North Smithfield. Pawtucket, 
P1VYidence, Richmond, Sciwate, Smltht.ld, Souo, Kingstown, r1Ytrton, Wanen, Warwicti, West 
Greenwich, West Warwick, Woon1octet 

1 Dl!flOn 2nanon 3 IIU'Stln 'DellOn s- Ii 1111rson 7 oerson I person 
30% $21 500 $24 600 $27.65£ $30.70( $35.140 $40280 S45 420 $50560 
50% $35,850 $41,000 $46,100 $51,200 $55.300 $59.400 $63,500 $67,600 
60% $43,020 $49,200 $55,32C S61.44( $66.360 S71280 $76,200 $81,120 
811% $57,350 $65,550 S73,750 $81.90( $88,500 $95.050 $101,600 $108,150 

1DD% $74.200 584,800 S95,4DC S106.00! $114,500 $122,950 $131.'50 $139,900 
115% $82,460 $94,300 S106,D3C S117.760 $127.190 $136,62( $146,050 $155,48C 
120% 586.040 S98.400 $110,640 $122,880 $132,720 $142.560 S152,400 5162.240 

• Preference may be given to less expensive properties. 

• Preference may be given to properties near services and amenities such as the market, library, post office, a 
bus line. 

• Preference may be given to properties that are mortgage free or if still under a mortgage, where that 

mortgage is sufficiently small that it may be absorbed in the agreement or where the house exhibits 

sufficient equity that the mortgage can be renegotiated or maintained. 

• Preference may be given to properties in which the lot Is potentially subdividable for additional affordable 

housing 

Application Process Applicants should submit a preliminary application by October 15. This will include 

• a signed application form 

• a provision that allows access to the property by the town or its designee 

• documentation of the property and its ownership including the deed, mortgage(s), a registered 

survey, if available. 

Since preference will be given to those applicants who satisfy RI income limits for low and moderate housing, 

applicants are encouraged to provide information regarding their income. Such information would include: 

• Three years of Federal tax returns including W2 and attached schedules 

• Verification of sources of income including ( as relevant) Most recent pay stub (if income varies please 

submit last three months,) Social Security, Social Security Disability, pension 

• A copy of Savings account statement for all accounts 

• A copy of most recent statement from all other assets (IRA,) 

(This financial information will remain confidential and is not part of the public record. The address of the property 

and confirmation that the applicant satisfies the income limits will be part of the public record.) 

Applications will be reviewed by the town official entrusted with this task or its designee for completeness and 

prioritized as per the criteria above and assessed for approval. If the assessed applications number more than four, 

they will be anonymized ( names and addresses removed) and submitted to the Town's Affordable Housing 

Committee by January 10 or in time to be on that Committee's agenda for its January meeting for review. After 

review, the Affordable Housing Committee will then submit four finalists to the Town Council for funding. The 

Affordable Housing Committee reserves the right to not recommend a project or any projects based on the 

information about the properties and income. 
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Town of Jamestown 
2022-2023 Jamestown Charter Review Committee 

Final Report to the Town Council 

The 2022-2023 Town Charter Review Committee consisting of seven (7) voting member: James 
Rugh, Chairman; Sav Rebecchi, Vice Chairman; Job Toll, Secretary; Lucia Marshall; Mary E. 

Meagher; James (Jay) Sisson; and George Souza was charged with reviewing the Charter to 

determine if there are any changes needed. The Committee met bi-weekly and researched and 
discussed various possible Charter changes. Our eleven recommended changes are presented to 
the Council for consideration. 

In this report recommended text changes are highlighted, additions are underlined, and deletions 
are struck through. Identical changes to multiple sections are presented together. 

RECOMMENDATION 1 

In November 2020 voters in Rhode Island passed a ballot measure to drop the words "Providence 

Plantations" from the official state name. We recommend that the preamble be changed to conform 

to the current official state name. 

PREAMBLE 

The people of the Town of Jamestown, in order to secure the right of self

government in all local matters, pursuant to the provisions of the constitution of the 

State of Rhode Island and Pro1,ridenee PlantatioRs, do adopt and establish this 

Charter. 

RECOMMENDATION 2 

After considerable research and discussion, the committee recommends the Town move to non

partisan elections for the Town Council, School Committee and Town Moderator. Several other 
Rhode Island cities and towns have moved to non-partisan local elections (the Town has no control 
over state and Federal elections) including Newport and Middletown, to name just two. 

Sec. 201. - Number, selection, term 

The town council shall consist of five members elected from the town at large, each 

to serve for a term of two years or until a successor is elected and qualified. The 

regular election of council members shall be held on the first Monday of November 
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in even-numbered years. beginning November 2012. The names of all candidates 

for town council who shalJ have qualified to appear on the ballot shall be listed 

t:mder their respeeth'e without party designations (in the order detem,ined by the 

board of canvassers by the drawing of lots). Each elector shall vote for no more 

than five candidates for town council, and the five receiving the greatest number of 

votes shall be declared elected. 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Jamestown Town Charter, sections 601 and 602, primary, general, and 

speciai elections and the authority granted the canvassing authority are governed by Rhode Island 

General Law 1956, §§ 17-1-1 et seq, 17-8-1 et seq., and 45-4-1et seq. The Committee suggests 

that the Town Solicitor be consulted to determine if further additions to the Charter may be needed 

to move to local non-partisan elections. For this reason, we suggest the 2022-2023 Town Charter 

Review Committee not be discharged until the Town Solicitor makes his report, in case additional 

changes to the Charter are needed. 

RECOMMENDATION 3 

This recommendation mirrors recommendation 2 and would make local school board elections 

non-partisan. 

Sec. 501- SchooJ committee membership. 

There shall be a school committee of five members, each of whom shall be elected 

at large from the town by the electors of the town of Jamestown at the regular town 

election to serve for a term of four years and until the successor is elected and 

qualified. The names of all candidates for the school committee who shall have 

qualified to appear on the ballot shall be listed under their respeetive without party 

designation (in the order determined by the board of canvassers by the drawing of 

lots). Those persons receiving the greatest number of votes for an office, not 

exceeding the number of persons to be chosen for the office. shall be declared 

elected to office. All members of the school committee in office at the time this 

Charter is adopted shall continue to hold office until their nomiaJ terms have 

expired. 

RECOMMENDATION 4 

We are recommending two changes to section. 406. The change in the first paragraph would mirror 

recommendations 2 and 3 and would make the Town Moderator election non-partisan. 
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Currently, at the Town F1nancial Meeting the Town Moderator can call for a ballot vote on any issue. 

Voters at the meeting can make a motion from the floor to vote by ballot. We believe many voters 

are reluctant to take a public position or to speak publicly at this meeting. Our recommendation is 

to require a ballot vote on the expenditure of money or the incurring of liability in excess of $1 

million. This limit would exempt most bond issues. Had this been in effect at the 2023 Town 

Financial Meeting it would only have required a ballot on the Town and School budgets. Other cities 

and towns have a similar provision and we believe many registered voters will support this change. 

Sec. 406. - Town moderator. 

There shall be a town moderator, who shall be elected at the regular town election 

without partv designation and shall have those powers and perform those duties 

prescribed now or in the future by the constitution and laws of the state not 

inconsistent with this Charter. In the event that the office of the town moderator 

becomes vacant during the term of office, the town council will appoint a 

replacement until the next regularly scheduled election . 

The moderator of the Town Financial Meeting shall upon a motion bejng made and 
seconded relative to any business before such meeting. after having heard all the 

regjstered voters thereon who shall be desirous of being heard. cause the votes of 

the registered voters present to be taken thereon. Whenever any gyestjon involves 

an expenditure of money. or the incurring of liability in excess of$ I million by the 

Town. or the disposition of Town property in exce.ss of$ I milljon, that vote shall 

be taken by ballot. 

RECOMMENDATION. 5 

Under section 212, when a member of the Town Council leaves the council because they cease "to 

meet the qualifications established in section 202" (must be a qualified elector; a residents of the 

Town, and hold no other public office or employment in the service of the town) the Council 

appoints the next higher vote getter. However, there may be no next higher vote getter or that 

person could have only received a few votes. In addition, section 212 does not address when a 

Council members resigns for other reasons. We recommend eliminating the current wording and 

replacing with wording allowing the Town Council to fill an open position with a "qualified person." 

Sec. 212. - Vacancies. 

Vaeaneies shall ee soia to eM.ist wheA an~· member eeases to meet the EJ_¼Jalifice.tions 
esrohlished in_seetioR 202. If s1:1ch a 1i·acaney oeeurs in the membefShip of the to'#FI 
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eetrneil~ the remaiHing members of the to·.v=n cou:Aeil shal I ap13oint the :Ae~H highest 
i,•ote ge~er to fill the 1t'aeane:yr until the neut regHlarly scheduled hien:nial eleetion. 

If a vacancy occurs in the membership of the council, for whatever reason. the 
remaining members of the council shall select a qualified gerson to fill the vacancy, 

until the next regularly scheduled state or town election at which time the electors 

sha11 elect a qualified person to complete any unexpired portion of the tenn . 

RECOMMENDATION 6 

Section 503 outlines the process to folfow when a member of the School Board leaves the Board. 

The process is similar to that now followed when a vacancy occurs on the Town Council. The same 

concerns apply and we recommend mirroring changes recommended to section 212. 

Sec 503 - Vacancies . 

AH~' YaeaAC~' in the membership ef tke sekoel eemmit:Eee shall ee filled b~1 d'1e towA 

eo~meil ey the Ae~rt highest •rote geHer from the most reeeAt eleetion ane so oA uAti1 

someone fills the •,raeaney Hntil the Ae>tt regular to•HR election. wken the office shall 
be filled fer the une~~f)irea teFFA thereof. Should tkere be no ne~a higher vote getter 

or if none of the Yete getters be •Nilling ta ser.1e then the oouneil shall Bf:lt)Oint a 
member. p1:1rs1:1ant te the laws of the State of RheEle lslane. 

If a vacancy occurs jn the membership of the school committee, for other than the 

expiration of the member 's term, the town council shall select a qualified person to 

fill the vacancy to serve until the next regularly scheduled state or town electjon, at 

which time the electors shall select a qualified person to complete the unexpired 

portion of the tenn. 

RECOMMENDATION 7 

We are recommending changes to section 216 that would allow a "digest or description which 

substantially expresses the purpose or identifies the subject matter" of a proposed ordinance or 

amendment to be published in a general circulation newspaper rather than the full text. This is 

permitted by state law and would result in significant savings to the Town. Many of today's 

ordinances/amendments are complex, for example the short-term rental ordinance. These can run 

multiple newspaper pages and cost thousands of dollars per insertion. If this recommendation is 

adopted a more concise digest of the ordinance or amendment could be published. So that 

Jamestown voters can read and understand the ordinance/amendment we recommend making it 
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clear that the full text must be posted on the Town web site and available for public inspection at 

the Town Clerk's Office. 

Sec. 216. - Procedure for adopting ordinance. 

An ordinance or amendment to rui existing ordinance may be introduced by any 

member at any regular or special meetings of the town council. Upon introduction 

of any ordinance or amendment to an existing ordinance the town clerk shall 

distribute a copy to each town council member and to the town administrator~:i. shall 

file a reasonable number of copies in the office of the town clerk and shaJI publish 

the ordinance or amendment. It shall not be necessary for the full text of an 

ord inance or amendment to an ordinance to be published. The Council may approve 

a digest or description which substantially expresses the purpose or identifies the 

subject matter. Following the publication by at least seven days, the town council 

may adopt the ordinance with or without amendment or reject it. but if it is amended 

as to any matter of substance, the town council may not adopt it until the ordinance 

or its amended sections have been subjected to all the procedures hereinbefore 

required in the case of a newly introduced ordinance. As soon as practicable after 

adoption of any ordinance, the town clerk shall have sufficient printed copies of the 

ordi nance or amendment ava ilable at the town hall. 

As used in this section. the tenn ''publish'' means to print in one or more newspapers 

of general circulation in the town. The full ordinance or amendment shall be posted 

aml ta fl0St on the town ' s website: ()) the eomplete efainaRee er ameHdment anEI 

(2) the plaees where eo13ies ef it ha1f'e heeR filed anel the times wheR they are..m,g 

shall be made available at the Town Clerk ' s office for public inspection. 

RECOMMENDATION 8 

Section 301 deals with the appointment of the town administrator. Candidates are permitted six 

months to be.come a resident of the state of Rhode Island. Finding suitable housing in Rhode Island 

is be.coming more .challenging. In light of .current housing conditions, we recommend expanding 

this time to twelve months. 

See. 301. - Appointment and qualifications. 

The town counc.il shall appoint a town administrator for an indefinite period of time, 

based solely upon the executive and administrative qualifications of the applicant, 

as outlined by generally accepted professional standards. The town administrator 

need not be a resident of the town or state at the time of appointment, but must 
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become and remain a qualified elector and resident of the state within Sttt- twelve 

months after appointment, unless an extension is approved by town council. The 

relationship between the town and the town administrator shall be contractual and 

not that between a municipality and a civil officer. 

RECOMMENDATION 9 

Currently the building official may serve ,as the minimum housing inspector, a position mandated 

by state law. The building official is also responsible for supervision and enforcement of ordinances 

relating to buildings, zoning, trailer parks and other matters. We feel that zoning enforcement is a 

critical function and should be more prominent. We recommend that "zoning" be deleted from the 

list of supervision and enforcement duties and that wording be added that states he may also serve 

as the zoning enforcement official. 

Sec. 409. - Building. 

There shall be a building official who shall be nominated by the town administrator 

with the approval of the town council and shall be responsible for the supervision 

and enforcement of ordinances relating to buildings ~eaing, trailer parks and other 

matters assigned to the building official pursuant to law. The building official may 

also serve as the zoning enforcement officer and the minimum housing inspector. 

In the absence of a town engineer the building official shall be responsible for the 

custody and proper maintenance of engineering records including surveys. plans, 

maps and the like, pertaining to town property and projects. 

RECOMMENDATION 10 

We are recommending two housekeeping changes to section 1104 which requires that the Town 

budget and capital budget be printed and available 14 days in advance of the financial town meeting. 

In 2002 sections 223 and 224 we deleted and replace with section 1102 and 1103. At the time 

section 1104 was not corrected to indicate the proper sections. For the sake of accuracy, we 

recommend these changes be made to section 1104. 

Sec. 1104. Public notice. 

The recommended budget (section ~ .!.1.Q2) and capital budget as provided in 

section ~ I 103 shall be printed and available to the public at least 14 days 

preceding the annual financial town meeting~ 
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RECOMMENDATION 11 

Our final recommendation is to clarify in section 1201 that there are two types of charter reviews. 

A full review which by the current charter occurs every six years, and a special review that can take 

place as needed (the most recent special review took place in 2020 to update section 219- Initiative 

Petition). The committee felt that there could be confusion regarding the date of full review since it 

could be a year or more from the call for a committee to the submission of a final report. To 

eliminate any question, our recommendation is to make the appointment of the next full charter 

review committee September 1, 2029 and full reviews every six years from that date. (September 

1 was selected as it would allow the committee to meet during the fall/winter/spring and avoid the 

summer with it can be a challenging getting a quorum). 

Sec. 1201. - Charter revision committee. 

The te'NA cel:lncil shall a13p0iRt a ehm~er re'lie>N eemmittee le re•i<ie•,11 t-kis Chat1er 
'NReneYer it is eeemea Aeeessary 01:H Rot )anger thaR si1c years from the previous 

re,1iew. The town council shall appoint a special charter review committee whenever 

it is deemed necessary. The council shall appoint a full charter review committee 

beginning September 1, 2029, and every six years from that date. The Town Clerk 

shall inform the Council no less than six months before the next Full Review to 

begin the process of review committee selection. Said full review committee shall 

within nine months of its appointment submit to the town council a report with its 

recommendations for amendments, additions or deletions. 

Submitted by the 2022-2023 Jamestown Charter Review Committee: 

James Rugh, Chairman 

Sav Rebecchi, Vice Chairman 

Job Toll, Secretary 

Lucia Marshall 

Mary E. Meagher 

James (Jay) Sisson 

George Souza 

July 11, 2023 
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July 6, 2023 

Mary E. Meagher 
23 Melrose Avenue 

Jamestown, Rhode Island 
02835 

To my fellow Town Councilors and Members of the Charter Review Committee , 

I had the good fortune of serving on the current Charter Review Committee, whom I believe will be 
coming before you on July n, 2023 to present the product of their research , discussions and review. 
Unfortunately, I will not be at this meeting, so I wanted to introduce the committee to you as I might if 
I was present. I would ask that someone please ensure that this goes into the record or, at the very least, 
provide a means for the Committee to hear it. 

Because it was a great committee!!! It performed its work efficiently, thoroughly and clearly. There was 
plenty of discussion ( I fear I contributed to that) and the group was not shy about entertaining varied 
opinions. I realized after a couple of meetings that we had a group who represented a cross section of 
involvement in and familiarity with town government I had requested to serve on the committee 
because having served on the Council, I knew of some dilemmas that the current charter poses. 
Moreover I had watched other committees grow fractious with differences of opinion and in these 
fractious times I feared that could happen. I need not have worried. This committee was a model of 
decorum and indeed very pleasant. 

Jay Sisson and Lucia Marshall had not served on a town committee before, though each brought a 
commitment to this community that was deeply felt . They also brought fresh perspectives and insight to 
a document with which the rest of us had perhaps too much familiarity . Jay's work with the Recreation 
Department and Jamestown Soccer Association gave him a practical bent towards what issues might be 
addressed. Lucia's fresh approach to the charter ensured that anything might be given consideration. 
She particularly should be commended for improving the grammar and syntax of not just our proposals, 
but also some parts of the current charter. 

George Souza and Job Toll are veterans of previous committees. George served for many years on the 
Conservation Committee and I think as its liaison to Harbor. Job has served on the Beavertail 
Committee and currently serves on the Affordable Housing Committee. ( I think he has served on one 
other committee but I apologize that I cannot name it.) George's experience with the Harbor 
Commission proved very helpful in our consideration of that part of the charter. And Job's experience 
showed when he volunteered to be that person every committee needs: the guy who will do the grunt 
work and take minutes. They brought to our efforts not just experience but also a wisdom that, in some 
cases, suggested "if it ain't broke, don't fix it" or "maybe we don 't want to open that can of worms." 

Our chair and vice chair each had a lot of experience with Charter Review and it showed. Sav Rebecchi, 
our Vice Chair, was indefatigable in his research. He provided us with the history of the Charter and its 
changes and with what other cities and towns had done in similar situations. He was a terrific resource. 
Sav prompted much of our discussion by offering ideas and possible changes, some of which are 
included in our proposals. But I was equally impressed by his equanimity when some of his ideas were 
not included. That kind of patient contribution and cooperation makes for a great committee member. 

And our chair, Jim Rugh, was equally indefatigable in keeping us on track, in organizing our responses 
and in producing this final document. He did so with an even handedness that I admire greatly. Jim was 
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well suited to this role. He presented the questions clearly, listened, reflected, would sometimes respond 
with his opinion but just as often not, and kept the process moving. At the same time, he allowed us to 
circle back to issues we had discussed earlier, which I think is very important to do with such an 
important document. Consequences were considered and our language became clearer and the product 
much better. 

I thank all of the members for their efforts. Jamestown is a very lucky place to have such capable people 
who are willing to serve their community and do so with such skill. 

All the best, 

Mary Meagher 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL 

PETER F. NERONHA 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT CHECKLIST 1 

OPEN GOVERNMENT UNIT 

It i~· important to note that the OMA establishes the minimum requirements with which public bodies must comply. 
Public bodies are encouraged to conduct meeri11gs as openly as possible, consistent with the OMA and its purpose 
of e11suring that public busi11ess is carried out i,, an open a11d transparent ma1111er. 

WHEN THE OMA APPLIES (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-2) 

❖ The OMA applies whenever a quorum of a public body convenes for a meeting. The OMA app1ies wheo 
all three elements are present: 

► A public body is "any department, agency, commission, board, council, bureau, or authority 
or any subdivision thereof of state or municipal government," in addition to certain libraries. 

► A meeting is "the convening of a public body to discuss and/or act upon a matter over which 
the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power." 

► A guorum is defined as "a simple majority of the membership of a public body," 
" Note: a "walking" or "rolling' ' quorum may be created where a majority of the 

members of a public body attain a quorum by a series of one-on-one conversations 
or interactions, whether in person or by electronic means, 

• Except as provided in any applicable Executive Order, discussions of a 
public body by telephone or electronic means are permissible only to 
schedule a meeting or due to a member being on active duty in the armed 
services or having a disability . (R.1. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-5(b)). 

NOTICE REQUIREMENTS (R.J. Gen. laws§ 42-46-6) 

❖ Annual Notice (beginning of each calendar year only) (R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-6(a)). 
► Includes the date(s), time(s), and location(s) of the meetings . 
► Notice must be posted electronically with the Secretary of State and provided to a member 

of the public upon request. 
❖ Supplemental Notice/ Agenda (minimum 48 hours before the date of the scheduled meeting, el'.cluding 

weekends and state holidays) (R.J. Gen. laws§ 42-46-6(bJ). 
► Notice includes: 

• the date notice was posted: 
11 lhe date(s), tirne(s), and location(s) of the meetings; and 
" a statement specifying lbe nature of the business for each matter to be discussed. 

• Statement must give the public fair notice of the nature of the business to be 
discussed or acted upon. Agenda items such as ' 'Old Business" or .. Treasurer 's 
Report' are insufficient. 

1 This checklist is provided by the O.{fice of Attorney General to assist public bodies and provide guidance 

concerning the Open Meetings Act's requirements. This check/isl does 110I list all Open Meetings Act 

requiremenrs and is neither intended to ,·eplace the Open Meetings Act nor should it be construe,/ as legal 

advice. Public bodies should defer to their legal counsel when q11estions regarding compliance arise. Revised 

Ju~y202/ . 
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• Cannot take a vote on an item if agenda only states that the ttem w il l be 
d1scu ·sed and does not indicate that it may be voted upon . . 

• A public body may respond to comments init iated by members of the public 
during an open forum but may not vote on the matter absent an emergency. A 
public body is not required to hold an open forum or permit open discussion but 
is encouraged to do so when appropriate . 

:i,.- Notice must be posted: (R.1. Ge11 . Laws § 42-46-6(c)) 
• at the principal office of tbe public body holding the meeting. or if no principal office 

exists. at the building where the mectmg is to be held; 
• in at least one other prominent location within the governmental unit: and 
• electronically with the Secretary of State. 

❖ Emergeocv Meetings may be he.Id without satisfying the usual notice requirements. provided that: 
► The majority takes an affinnative vote that the emergency meeting is necessary to address an 

unexpected occurrence that requires immediate action to protect the public; 
► The public body states for the record why the matter must be addressed without providing 

the usual notice; 
• The statement regarding why the matt.er must be addressed without the usual notice must 

be recorded in the meeting minutes . 
► Notice is posted as soon as practicable and electTOnically filed on the Secretary of State's 

website; and 
► The public body may only address the issue or issues which created the need for an 

emergency meeting. 

OPEN MEEH.NGS (R.l. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-3) . 

❖ All meetings must be open to the public unless closed in accordance with the OMA. 
► The public has a right to record open session meetings. 

CLOSED MEETINGS (R.l. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-4(a)) 

❖ Although not required, a meeting may be held in closed or executive session if it concerns at least one of 
the following: 

► A discussion of the job performance, character, or physical or mental health of a person(s). 
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-5(a)( J ). provided that: 
• person(s) affected shall be notified in advance in writing: 
• person(s) affected advised they may require discussion held in open session- and 
• A statement in open session (and record in open session minutes) that affected person(s} 

have been notified. 
► Sessions pertaining to collective ba1·gaining or litigation . (R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-5(a){2)). 
► Discussions regarding a matter of security. (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-5(a)(3)). 
► Innstigative proceedings regarding allegations of civil or criminal misconduct. (R.I. Gen. 

Laws§ 42-46-5(a)(4)). 
► .Discussions or considerations related to the acquisition or lease of real property for public 

purposes, or of the disposition of publicly held property wherein advanced public 
infonnation would be detrimental to the public interest. (R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-5(a)(5J). 

► Discussions related to or coneernjng a prospective business or industry locating in Rhode 
Island when an open mec.1ing would have a detrimental effect on the interest of the public. 
(R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-5(a}(6)) . 

► A matter related to the question of the in\'estment of public f'unds 1 which includes any 
investment plan or matter related thereto, where the premature disclosw·e would adversely 
affect the public interest. (R.l. Gen Laws§ 42-46-5(a)(7}) . 

► School committee sessions to conduct student disciplinary hearings or to review other 
matters that relate to the privac,y of students and their records. provided in either case: (R .I. 
Gen. laws§ 42-46-5(a)(8)) . 
• any affected student(s) shall be notified in advance in writing; 
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• affected student(s) advised they may require discussion held in open session; and 
., during open call, state in open session and record in open session minutes that affected 

student{s) have been notified. 
► Hearings on, or discussions o[ a grie\lance filed pursuant to a collective bargaining 

agreement- (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-5(a)(9)). 
► Discussion of the personal finances of a prospective donor to a librar~·. (R.l. Gen laws§ 

42-46-S{a)( 10)). 
❖ In order 10 properly convene in executive session. the following must first be performed by the public 

body in open session: 
► A vote by a majority of the members to convene in executive session: 
► A state.ment of the specific subsection of R.L Gen. Laws § 42-46-S(a)( 1 )-{ I 0) upon which 

each executive session discussion has been convened; and 
► A statement specifying the nature of the business for each matter to be discussed. (R.l. Gen. 

laws§ 42-46-4(a)). 

*The above information must also be recorded in the open session minutes. 

MINUTES- FORMAT (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-7) 

❖ Open and closed session minutes must be maintained and contain: 
► The date , time, and place of the meeting; 
► The members of the public body reeorded as either present or absent; 
► A record by individual member of any vote taken: and 
► Any other information relevant to the business of the pub he body that a member of the 

public body requests be included. (R.J. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-l(a)). 

MAKJNG MINUTES AVAILABLE (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-7) 

❖ For all public bodies: 
► Unofficial (unapproved) open and closed session minutes must be available at the principal 

office of the public body within thirty-five (35) days of the meeting, or at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting. whichever is earlier. (R.1. Gen. laws f 42-46-7(b)). 
• EXCEPTIONS 

• when a closed session meeting has been properly convened and a majority of the 
members vote to seal the minute-s, or 

• where a majority of the members vote to extend the time penod for filing 
minutes and publicly state the reason for the extension . (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-
46-l(b)). 

► Official/approved minutes must be maintained and electronically .filed with the Secretary of 
State within 35 days of the meeting. (R.l. Gen. laws§ 42-46-l(d)) . 
• EXCEPTION 

• not applicable to public bodies whose responsibilities are ad\·isory in nature. 
(R.I. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-l(d)). 

❖ For volunteer fire companies. associations. fire district companies. or any other organization currently 
enga1red in extinguishing fires and preventing fire hazards: 

► must post unofficial minutes on the Secretary of State's website within 21 days of the 
meeting, but not later than 7 days prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting, whichever is 
earlier. (R.l. Gen. laws§ 42-46-7(b)(2))(a/so note 2021 amendment excepting certain 
matters from the provisions of this section) 
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DISCLOSING VOTES (R.l. Gen. laws§ 42-46-l(b)) 

❖ A]l votes listing how each member voted on each issue shall be available at the office of the public body 
within two (2) weeks of the vote. and 

❖ If a vote is cast during exec.utive session the vote must be disclosed once the open session is reopened. 
► EXCEPTION 

• a vote taken in executive session need not be disclosed for the period during which its 

disclosure would jeopardize any strategy, negotiation or investigation unde11aken 

pursuant to a properly closed meeting. (R.l. Gen. Laws§ 42-46-4(b)). 

PlJBLIC COMMENT (R.I. Gen. laws§ 42-46-6(d)) 

❖ Nothing within the OMA requires a public body to hold an open forum or public comment session. 

❖ Nothing within the OMA requires the members of a public body to respond to any comments made during an 

open forum or public comment session. 

❖ If a public body chooses to hold an open forum or public comment session, nothing prohibits the public body 

members from responding to comments initialed by members of the public. 

❖ The public body is pennitted to limit comment on any topic during an open forum or public comment 

session. 
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Voicing Concerns: 
Pub lic Comment Policies of Rhode Island City and Town Councils and 
School Com mittees 
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Exe.~~tive.-!?umma·ry ' 
- -

Ttit! ab,l•f}' to spei•k OtJt at 1etwP uu,et1ngs rs d Ne~-. Eng,urid t,i1dll1on HowP-v••• LI 1@v1ew Clf tht: 
p~i1c:1u':i C\r Rl,~d~ Islands :':s9 c1lv and 1own ccuncU~ un(J 31.t :.d1,,c,1 dl;f,h b, ~h•~w::. r1 ,<v,rl1:; vdrl.dhOr, 

1n how lhese ktc"y pLJbllc boCJle:s r.Uow ,~s•Or.ms. lo spra" duong Lhe1r ·pt1bl1c comm~r,1' pl•r,ods 
flufi ,epcirt p,ov1dt>s en o~e•view 01 t)1e-1r pc,l1(1e~ atong wt!h q S\:11es o, rt;cannm,md;:it1ons designed 
,o p1151J,e lhat mcr1nbe1~ pf the nublic hi.il/P a n,~e1n,;-ir,f1tl opporlur'ltl)' lo he ti~~re1 lit>IOtE- thr:11 

ft"l'1hHfnta1 l'/t ('ff!{ 1:1h, 

As. expta,nua 111 mart:i ot?t.r.11 ,r1 th,~ 1eoor1 tt,t!1e J.I c a riumb~r o1 proct•c1ur:,I 11nd suP&1~,nllv1,,• h,;;rnc:rs 
111,,.1 pubhr hod1t1!i" car. impose vd1,er, u11duly l\,r..aer ,,uhllC p.:ir1,c1p;,1t1on ;H r:our.c11 and sc11ccl 
('orrumlfec m~1=t1ngs If a publ,c hudy sels a shc,rl nm~unt o( tima fo1 puhlic co,nnienl ccin,11.Jvidrsisl 

~nd e:c.mprr.-,11 1s.s1Jes m:;;;y not ,ece1v~ Un! p,op~, allt.11H l<ir\ th~y dr.s,;01yf Uf\1~~!'iCH"iabl.:- ad\•,:ln!".I:' 
S1£n-111 rt:qu11em~ntc; c:.,:,n efso g,.;twcously t,m,t lht opno11um\\~!: tot mrrnl·n:rs 01 tht! ~ubti,: lo 
~pea~ M.lrty oubhc bodies enat-,lisl·, 1nrtpprocm1t~ hm,t:i on whrit pl:"UC'le can t.:Jlk .;hm..11 ,t,Jnng 1111, 
"(luh11 c. ('C111n1c<n1· pe,,od etlher h\l ollow,n~ t<.1nir11~1"'1t5. dcpP.ntf1ml on ~\ot1Pfh~•1 Hi..:: 1op1c l"i on lht' 
ogn;da for lh~ nlt?c'IU'tf; 01 ty 1etv1ng L,O hrn3d1> wr,rdl:!!d -dcCOh.11'1( pol1r.1~': HIAt (cJl'SE:• ":l~!)IJIC'ar,1 

first An1f!11dff1f.'nl c (\nce1ns:. 

, Fou, of 1111; pllhhr, brJdlP!i WF: ~xan•1ned &ppt:!~u tci on~r no p11hl1c '-'om1r1e-•ll pr::m•d til alt 
rhJr,ns lt~!itl meeltogs. 

• Altog@thflf 1tbm.1t one¥t1hh ot ~1111 and towf' co~•r,c,ls and school c.omm1ll~e::i. $~t "E-') briE>• 
oenod"E> 01 trme fr.it pULihe co,nm,;111 - iiom0 us sl'1or\ as 15 m1nt1t~s lha1 havt! tt,e cfltct 
~f \lastly hmmng 1he nwnbet o1 people who car, &fJf:'lllo. when 1mp,c,rtanl 1~~ues ilffect,ng ttl~ 
comm1Jt11t~ a1e be1ngcons1dere'1 

• Pub.Ju; bod!i:!S lha1 exphc1tly '5et !mute; on how long 1nd1v1dval spea!f.er5. may lalli: u':lu.tlly do 
--io 1rt Ph~ :2-5 rn,nu1e rangf' ta lhe11 crt':!dU a hi:tndftJI of pubhc b.od,ei aiiow 101 publ ic 
comn,1:mt at both lhe beginning and e-rirt ol 111ll?tr rneehng!i . 

· Som~ pubhc bnd•~~ esti:ibll6h ~w•r,eca~:ssar 1 advcrnr,~ -s1g,1-up r1:quurrneriis. 1nclud1r,g uni¾ 
town c;Ounc,I tha1 r.e111urvs lhe P•OSPi:CIWll <Si:-eaker lo ,s1gri up .r.t lt:'llSt 1i¥1::! days.111 &dViint.e l 

• More lhar1 a fi!W councils and school comm1Uees 11r1-.1~ md1v1dvafs frorr~ tf3mmentmg f.111 

top,cs dl!pendmg on whelh~r th12y appear on the-.agencl~ honicaUy some, allow comm1:nts 
only on •t~ms 1hot dppear oo lftit agsnda, whrle nthers d!low commi:!n1 onh· on topics nal 
on I he sfenda 

• A, rl\Jn1be1 or pubhc tiodies bar\ any cl1,s-culio~1or1 of 0 pftr~<i11n~1· or 1i-1v<,: brnadl'J' wo,d~d 
'"crecoru1m" ,u1es. - b.3nnmg rerrtcltk.!. th.ti ~ff. dP.~med to be ~pe.rson.~l .a1tacks.- er tomnttHlhi 
tt,at 8Tii a1.mr:1v1l.'" ··rterogatory." ~H'f"lf}brttnt:n1.a (Jf "mapprcpr,ate"' tc. Cl1e ,a '""fl Allot th~s.e 
,ule$ .:tie ~uh1e;;.1 to legal chalte.rtge as a v10\olion ol lht' public!: Ftr!il A.mi!nd1111=-1ll nghl~ 

rtw lf'f,?t'lf'IC~S t(l ·-.cho!ill GDt'llmHte~ ll'irnl1r,nu114 t"'i4!= •l!'l)Cltl 111/IN m c; t111i~ tf\e 11,nvlOl!flT# '§" ~'t'IMI I ~"'eit rl 6 11 0 r ►, .. 
t:~(1/ll l ~IC lh. ,r;('ihc,C'I hOi!ifC ot ln~:i!t"f'~ 

ACLU □, Rl40rlt!' )stand 

Introduction 

One 01 No1111an iif(lckwell s mosl t.::onm pa1rn1ng'i 1s o HJpresi!ntall<m o, "f1t:lc!oom uc .5pJ."~c-11 om: 
01 tho 101,r lro:'{llioms t.:imQlJ?.ly p1onour1c:1:ct by P,~s1de111 Frank.Ou O ~oos~• ... c-n ,.,, u S1aa: or Iha 
Un1c.r, ~cM1i-..s dUl lrlg World War II P·•~ pjC.tt.••c.• d~p1c1s ti rn;,m -;t;uid11,g 'JP •i! ., 1c,wi, rneeln1g . st!i 

m1~ntbt1r~ of 11w COJTllllUflll)' t1stf1n rtltenhvfly 10 his. l'Omm~nls Wh1tei th\!' dep1Cl~d 01rtE-d1r,es!li c,f 
th~ 01scusr:.1on 1s o weh.ume ,e.sp1r1: frnn1 lhe acr,mCJn}' th.a• occi::!.JUnill1v rill so,r,\;" rubl1c mt!~llngs 
f?ockw~ll's 1de3l1s11c view of tlte towfl rr1t'€-t•nf, a,,d ,~s pait,ctdu, lofty Dla~e 111 de-mc:.c ratlc. ~r,r.,e-ty 
•Sa S\lrnbol1c rem1f1rl<r1 ~f ~ lorig·stanchn~ N~w England n1ua1 

Ii , 11ghl , .. 1 Hu- ~,c:wn m1:e!ing " trariit,on ,1 m~l s-.,.rm ~on11tWh,'.;l s. 1q)1,s1n~ 
thal Rheoe1 c ls l&nd's op~n mee-lings law, wh•l~!t~e- .. 1ng to er,sur.::· lh11t r,ubl1~ 
bodies. conduc1 1h€tt bu:,nt:~ 1n u. l1~ri , pi;1tel\l rnanr.t-r befci11.: fht~ publ tc , 
cloe'i or,! pre1v10e ◄ n'y gu,CJrd1"ee ro, ttlrtlv1duaj~ 10 ~p 1:;:1k a( lllO'ie meelmgs: 
(J~sp,li- thi!. lac ~ of .1 statut.CH)" requ•temo;"nl , the two ni~JO• mt,n1i:.1p;,I 
publtc bc:du.i~ tr, Rhodt: Island govermmct" - ?hi:;. c:rty/tOv.n i:ounc,I drrd --
1111:! school comn,,lte-~ - ulmo~I all bi't ai.,1dtt :.,,,n"' re rrod ,',! hn,~. al 1'11c'!.t 

rl lt't-!t1n{!:~ It, g1·1e- Tt1e pt1bh-:::: ::; chance to -sped.- For elt!'lted o«t1r:1als ,-,l11la 

1
_l'J" ),---_,, 

1 llle!i.t put)I!<.- ft>rurnc; ni,;;y t;ot110.::11mas IJ (- blHdinso rr,e and 11n1e~cons11111H,g _ __ 
and' ccca!i1cinallj \\ \f~r1 ,;i1ur•ahng , 10 ~it lhreiugl, •l ii. ,; l1JnOamentitl f -'(J 

9 0111pf.!ll~1,1 vi pul\hc tit•1 1nCC lrtd.:1.-d 1t r. ou1rl be argu~d lh.lt public 
1.:ornrn!'!nl 1!; ,:or, o~f'r,11~1 h:a!urt of loc rtl dt:rrr,ocraq .:lf'IO c.,4, f.i1 lhc' best ~-----~ 
weyl:> 1,:, promo1e bo1h r.. 1v1c t"ngiigc.m~t!I :trld ;, c·c.nner:11011 bt!hivi?•~fl publrc 1,~, ·•· r ~--• 

Uodte~ .1no UiP co...,.,m,,n1\1~s 1hay iffVEI 

Bec"us~ lhts 1!» s.uch an eMtremE'ly 1mpo,hml o;;p~c.t c-f op111n governmr:n1 th6 4CLIJ of RhOO.e. 
lsf6n0 rlt:c.1df:d tc, f,l(~mlne lhe "public cornmen1• poltc1~, of ;;di c,tv ~nd town councils l'll"ld schCJo• 
com m1ttee~ 1n 1 ht: stale. h1 ordt.1r to eYalvalt!" tha:11 o,oennes:!. Wf! ~er~ ,nt 1t-res1""(j ,n ~.-;am1n1ng 1 ~n• 
111 ,wo key ,esr-ect:!I : crnnen1 restr,ct,oris and procedural ft!.$lnChons 

FttS( 1:tr•l"S 1he pubhc bOd) sel any subrtan11~ c.ontent-hased re:s.lrichc,Os on vmat pt-ople ~Hu 
ir.'Y during lh~ pubhc .,;ommerit p€T,1Cd? Wh41E: eourl dt!:.1StOl'llf ·f1lekli' t.le81 thi~ pubi1r: t.od1PS haV( 
H•e right to tr11po$~ reasonab~e -1 i mt" place ilt"ld mnnne, " ,es1nt;l1ons on -sp~et.h i11 go'-'etnrn~nl 
mrtetlngs. i!n11t1l'S Ciln qu1c.ktV tun Dloul cit the F1cs1 Amendr11~n, cnc,e 1 ►1c,y be1s1n w,fl 1n, lim1l!i nn 

~·,Mr can tie ~ 1d 

~ Ji•Ce,r,l 1r.,::tdt•nt tll W;1rw1c.M r:,'~t:>mphlu.~s 1111~ w~U llti• ACLU ot FH,od~ b;lrtn-d ~•1t:d n1~ Wa1,'itlt.~ 
City Cc u,1c1I ,•,(111:.'n 13 mto1r1he1 ".>1 o,~ putilt~. ,v:J, •:..ut oll rron1 spt:ak1ng cfl1t1ng lhi: publi c. c,')111menl 
per10l1 arte, he Ot1f..-+" rn rnu,. 1:1bwJi dUe::g~d ~lhtc;:;I m,scu11d11r. t of vnt' of th~ C.:,unc11111._.mber!. ftt 
:.dd1hc.,n to d•"i1nl5€nuouGI~ cJ;-;irm1n5 lb.Al llu? ~r,aakP1 ·s cummenl!. L'f1rj t1at 1nvoh·~ ~ ICJJ)rc d,,ccUv 
elfP~\rn~ C;tr g\w.t., mrno;1nt - il5' p€1 Lite Colmc1I rulH, ;, rni?r1th01 ot 11,t- Ct'Junc11 nls,:, cla1mt·d 1t'l-,jl 
ll1i;: S.~1:31-.1;'1 v•~•lriled dt"r urlw1 111~ fl policy bcir1n1nt1 c.omme r,te1s f,orn fTIDking ·pr:,rsorir,I dl1<H I,,~ ~ 

it,~ ACLU '~ l.:t\'.(~u,t h~ ,i J,J! thf- c-nh~ ,:,t;;; t4>1, :.c11• ·.,,d,-, ~ll<iw1rit, lh~ pla.1r,1,H It;\ ~pt!'fik -ti the fl l.' •I 

A:. r,ord lnlit IIWI! •u•mid 1'1n!• cny iih1i:i +own<c.i11nc.11, tlnd- ipn& ~tha.c,1 t! omrnll lt-r n~ , eppe-•r 'o pra. idl!: m'l iiuMit 
~f'll'llm~nl ~lll'flw::I at all t'h.11~ th el4 reguW ~ .. 4t[).nt. 

Tt,45 r•wr: ~Ollow ~ IIIIC 111;1 rt .. r· " ' 1.!!!.l~Ju'. .... ~;J.i,I l ha,I e111,1,1ntt1 lh,t f,Ojlr h~.~ C,I r,,,, Arrr1 1?1'11 11 r ·,1.1 uc.U1, ■nri H .... uc. • 
'J>m'lll1't:>t:-a on f>ff1 t11 ,'l lf,t' 41 ,1:! ffihEt~ i'lt 11l~µ11hilr f~ 111u 1~ ia~ il' -\"1 IQ tt'ltiir l/11'l"ll••1t:, '3(;fT•t;oy11• 

ACLU ol Rhode lsl,.... nrl 

Based on our r~s.eem:.h th•~ tie:pod off1!1i tt s1me~ ot 1etommenda11ottS dt:s1gn;;.'1 lo p1omoh:1 
reasoflobl~ and n-humngtul nuhhc 1nr1-11 sl '""~m~,, and &chool comrmto~e ftlee11ngs Among 1hose 
rE-.:o,11mt>r1dat,ons 

I] 

' 

Eve1 y c-11 y and lown couni::;tl :1nei schr.1QI comm,110.::e ihOuld Sta>t dSad~ hm~ tr• II 1~i1 
meei,ng! lot p1.11:1flc ccn-,rni-Jtf 

While '8il:5'lnable I 1me lmuls. c ;m r,ntl ';II •~1,lri b~ St'1 on how long .:wy 11,i:21vrrt1-1&! 
can spica ... pub fi c hVt1h:!'; il101,1ld nol SE-I 011e,all 1.lnle- ltn111S lot publu_ COnlntenl 1hal 
pu=1.1enl m2mber~ of th£' p\ibhc f,oin br.1rit able to have a sa)' ,at :riese ntt.·£t1r'IJ1~ 

S1gr1- up 1Aq~mlf!!mP.nts: 1mmedtat1:>lv p11cr 1o a meeting m~y bG- e~1ubh5hed. but gt,ople 
who have not signed up ~hr>uld stll l b.e P,nl~ thE opportuntt)I rfl E:j)e3k ;,.t tt,P imd of 
th; conlmtnl p.-r1r.d 

While ca,nm1:rils cilfl appfGpuaT¥-ly hf l1m1h:d to ntsft<:•s: tt1at htll w11tu11 lhot1 
jl1flMhC.l10t1(1t lt1e puhhc tle1dy, hO IE.-S1r1ctM1\i; or, lhto r.on1enl ol com1nenl~ $:hCJuld be 
1mJl(r;ed i:;at;ed un whetlh:!t th~ top,r- ,sot ,s. no, ('111 the dge1tdt1 at ~ny g1v~1, n11-~Hn~. 

Pubhc. bodies i;an reques, \hal spea~cn.s hi' fe.sprctf,,11 and cow teou-5 wheo t.aikmg. 
bul the ❖f11y spee:•t•~d enforc:eoble 11mtt.=1linn sl-.o.Jtd be th.ti !ipeat.t1-r~ r.anno1 he 
ac1,.at,iUy d1srupt1ve or 11,~ m~ellng 

Because Uu1:. repo,t has rt=Bed upcn -avet,able a.ge"rtlla~ antt p n h C1dg, w@ 0 1;..h1.t, 11 tna:, 1)01 cep1ure
rh~ aclua! prdt.:.l,c~s ot somE- pubh, b□ d•e'i Wit w:IGC'lml!! revision\; and corre:ctioflS Yrcm1 1eade1-s: 

ii} 1tJdu.:a1r .. ,, •• pu}1l1r tnmnwhl J)tm ll1.' l• tt.nL SUJ)Vllf\." 

fn•I ,\a1e-ndnwht r,~•ht~ 11nt1 fJHhh1 1~t\l' lwii,1-1w,n 

6, uala·.1ll'• ,1 p1,1hh1 , •1inu1,,,.ll1 11r1u·llt·t- th1,~ l111mn1:::h1, 
Fir'!al Anwnifolt:11i ril:!hL-. ur m1hli1 J111,111·ip1u1u11 

A.CLU of Rt1ode ,sli:rntl 

Counc:11 m1:1el1r\g tG hn,st, t\1s ccn,rn~nts and ec~nowle1Jg10,g, h,s flfJh1 to '!.t,Ht!lik 0,1 !.4trola, mstt1:~! ,n 
the fu.wre without fnfederen~e' 

Thn> tl!po,1 helps anSWi:-4' 1hr: que;11on of 1w1thelher other pobhc bofile,:: ari;r al-..o ~•hli,ing po1eotn1IIV 
1m-cons1hu~1onal J>Qlir,es lhal l,n,11 wh~f c:cnsltht~nls c.,.in say c1unrig; pubHc comm~n1 pt,,or!s and 
wheH,ef 01ey rn,gtl1 thcrtilore wanJ to fec,ons,der them In s.h□ rt, tht:1 answer ,s llli-y ;th?, -:tnd lhl"y 
should reconsrder 

Sec:ot1t1, we were 1n!ere-s,e-d 1r1 e::iamin1ng whal sort oi p1or:::.edurat pcHc:1m~,ers thr. puhlt1.. bod\1 
estabhshi'd ro, people lo speol- ar a mt"eflng for e"amplE-, a,e lht"re llm~ hru1\~ lot ttl~ publit 
ccmmem per iod ~nd dre p~Ople reou1re-d ro prov1dE r,ctv-=-nr.E: notice 10 5.f>l::~h"i $t...u:f~·tni lht:$.E'< 
de-tails helps. 4n dk"le,minmg wtu•th~1 public bc,die!. ma\o he imposmg pro,;~wdt u~~lr1ct,,,n~ that 
have u,"° effet:l of uridi"1cut1,ng tne goal of &llow,ng mean,ng1vl pt,bl1c commem J11 the- f,rs1 plaet:" 

W,:, hnpt· l hat th~ 
.i:·t·'-ulO, s.el uu1 in thi!-i 
n·J>or, will t.mt.·ou,-;tj,;:l· 
lmth dcl'l,,tl u!lidltb 
und l"Oll!\tifUt>J\t?-- Ir, 

~l•ck chau~t•s in dll,' 
~•\.·c.·th l"l'~tric-1.i,·L· 
puhhl' ,1.·omnwnt 
polH:t ''- thHI .tr~ 
ill dft•t·I in 1hdr 
c.·ommunil,. , 

In order lo tdllrc, 11,f• 11)fn11,, ·m11~r1 to, 1!11'i. ,.,.non , ~·e 01m1aWv 
,..,ctm,nt.:rl 1~1r n11hhl,;.ln:d agi!od,; :. of tt1e p 1Jhh 1.. bod,,1-s. ti 1h1:li? cJft 

8lHdehnes lhc:tt a ~ubl1c bvdv hi!S ~~, on (hi: ltfi''S .C:::nlal10 1, Cl comrf11?r.\S 
dutll\"@ puDlli: con,mt>nt p~mods 11 rhdkt!!. !ifmsc thtll the~ would 

and sho1Jld - bE= "ip~r.lfi&tl :.•~ th..! Rgc-nd..i a1,1a1iable tn memoer~ 01 

the p1,bhc. Howev,;,, wr .al,i;u ~e .. M<.he:a tmuntJ I arid ~c.11001 con1m1II~";" 
wt:bsJteft to det~rm1rtt 1f <>nv rules g.i:1vt',ni,,~ th1;; 1'.'.unducl or thl!U 
publ1e cornment p,~11uf1 .::o'Jld Ha.sdy bci found 1her~ /1 tho!.~ tv,f'r 
set11<c t1~ revP.,.eifc-r.l nothing !h~re mav he pc,hc,es <11 01ac11ces •H pta-c-!: 
lh.a1 w e huh:d lo 1Jf1CQvl'-r '='Intl ltll!" .O.CLU ol R11octc!' ISJtll' d we>ICOrh-!.'S 

COHl:r. l•CHlS and a.dd11tcns le, Ilic dote11 we ~J.\.'~ c.omp1led Of r:.r.1ur~{, 
th1s 1e\l•~w :Jl'.:iO C.lr,riol o<.ld1ess s.rlui1l1ons wht<•{• written poh!.1t-!i. d1~ 
Ol.Jtda\ ~('J tinc1 do not Dlt5n w,lh dr..ludl DH•<l• i..li!5 of thi:: f' \,bhc h,';.-1,· c.r 
wh~•= th•JSE policje~ tu(! W(11¥8d 01\ :an ctd hoc tlA!"itS 

W~ hopr 11\al ~he 1es.ulr.s. !i.1.'I uul 1n lh1s repor I w1U ~ncowage hott1 e•ected olt1c1al$.r1nd r.tms:1.tuenrs. 
1~ :;eel-. r.h<rnge!i ir, any oi,p,ty tM1t1ct tlffi Pltbllc. commtr(H poltt1es 11\al ~ri! 1r1 fll0Ecot.l rn ~MH 
comn1u111ly P.s this repo,l shows lh<ue ,tne vil!iit d1Ut!ti'r'1Ce'! Hl lt1e ~ays that p ub l1t tiod ie:. hondlt 
public comment and th~rE: Ii no re:..son tof the11t to have s:myth1ng but 1be best PLlht1t;11; m pla,;:e: !Ct 

prnsnole pvbht 1)111 lt~IP6h0(1 

Wa •"'lrl tht, t fht v.,"44~ r.tl'l•lfff~J· ~HOU. thli ret,211 .xum1,1e'1 \lhOlll, t rto1 ln, co1, l\t 1iiU W4lh \pc,,:11U: wpara l l' 
,~,oc-e~Url!'f; 11 ,al ,,f)Ptllt vv t1h( t.tJ.d"'s. hih'f r.. •lf[IW pi: 'Jplr tQ, ~,,n~lly l'lt:tltlt~n to b i;. 51 locod·sm llf\ "~£1• ro 11n;mJSS a 
po1t jr.1i liu U"m 

Al.LU cit Rhodr lsliHlli 
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,Substantive;Limits on SP-eech - ~- . . . -. ·- -· . . . - - ... - ' ':.._• . 
Mti(iV pubhc hod1b 1mrJU!,E: l1m,it1ti0t1~ 01"1 the con\e-i'il 
and subs1ancE of commonls tha1 mE=mbF.fS uf ihe 
pubhc can mahc T1w rt?-stricllOl'lf ofte1, tail.ea lwo 

fotnis Both ~r':' prnblemat1c, allholJgh ont3 raise~ 
1,.l!r1ous fu•s1 ,An,~r'5r.lm11nl c;.Onc~rns th.ii tf-i,e r,11\t-'t 

~111 '="0 nol 

Nol"UI Pnwld•nc• 
To•11 Council 

/ PTov~d•nu 
_.--City touncU 

I] 
Lack of Any Public Comm11nt Period 
Pc-rl1..i.p-; 11\C' muc,1 ~lillt.'lf\i? ',ubSIOl"tl1¥,· 

!mu\ un -S:f•t:'~Ch 1st '11;' ,nabtjity Iv tur1Hifi'n1 

fLI iill Surp11s111gly pu1·,1,c t,,;,ji~s 11'1 f',:io, 

l' l)hlc1 hir1ti,•,-. l,1 
f11\1j 11111111{ )puii lh,t 
lll •l11 .11· (u p10,1lt, 1 

1u, 1..111i,4wluui 1, 

m1mn·.1pn1>11e£ - 1t li"!h1C1n~ !ho ::.lrtll? _; 

r.npi l al c.1ty - Eauoew to p,r,u,d'E- ric vrtiun11n,1y al 
,111 Clfl lh~u a.g1.m;fa .. :5 fQr IIJ\illn<c rublff- par11,:1r1,111r,1, 

5f•f::Clf ,c1<1lly, lhe Pt•:>Vtd f-'i•i:~ C11y Co1 . .1rtc1l 11nd 11·, t Nc-.rllt 

P1rJvrd~r1Cc a11t1 L•llh: (;guipton TQwn Cow11:•("., im. lttdtt 
, imt11r,~ on :heu agenda:js 1rid1c.01ing anoppor1un11y to1 

putiht •t"IP'-'t ,11 tl1f'.:11 tol,n◊ il rnc•efin~s . 011 th~ schrn,1 

cc,mrntllE:-E- s,de r,n~ - Ndv Short>t,,1rr1 - anpe-;,rs lo 
r:•1flc't no hmF. for put,111" r.C•rnrnenl 

,,I .111 un th, 1, 
a~'-"nd ., -. (111• 111.1hll1. 
1)1,rh, 1p.il1110: / 

utU~Con1,:ttan 
To•ntounc:11 

Ne•Shoreham 
V SchooJ Committee 

lhe ACLU o( Rhode lstand l:li!hf:!vt!-S tha1 all couoc+ls and·:!.CtlOO! commmeei; i;;houla set aside- 2:1 

lime fat p1.,11.Jl1c comn,~nl 01, lheif sgc>nd"!t .and these f0L1• publlc bodi?.~ shoulri lfil~ 11le •esl Qf their 

co!leagues 1n ttamg l'CJ.. 

Limitations Based on the Agenda 

I] M,:ue lh::111 a fe...., public bt.1d1e~ ~nlorc-.: a l1m1 t f'Jf\ lh'I? IClf)li:"!: Uiat c-t'lo be drscus.ser1 
bast:id on What opp~ars nn th.e mpehn~ ag~ndg Porado, 1caUy some Coone.,!~ .and 
school cci.mm111&~s ar1ow paopti! 10 s:pc=:ek only on ag~nr.1.1 uems. wn11Ei 01r.ers allO\~ 
neopr~ ,o spe-,ci,ll only on nor• agenda 1!1::rr,s E,Jtne,r.app,oach is poor public po11c.~ 

T~, bar peQple /rem iip~aking cm •tRIIII:! lh3t c1,€d1rt'.ctly on the: dtenda.st:ems lo 1urn 1he •d~.,, beh1nr.l 
n pubhc, .comment per,od oo ,Is head One wc,uJd E~pecl pul.:,l,c bodies lo he "1::Spec1allv tn1~rest~d 
1n he~ring trc,rn coos11tt.11c"nls ori tht:: i1e111s th~t ~r(~ rhe ai:tual topic. Qf d1scuss10n ~11tie m'=et1ng_ 

On lh~ cthe~ h1m<l. b1rn,ne. m~rr,brrs ol lhe pubhc f,om spr:a'kmg on ~ny 1uarnns th~1 "r.e not 01, 
th~ agenda 1neam1 !hat a publjc bod)' can dYo•ri ce, l11m relevant lop1t.s lhai the- pubh;;:: ts cci.ncerned 
ahout by simpty no1 lnclu'11ng Chem on lhc:•r n1eetuig dock.et. Cc:;,,tarflly, m~rnbl!rii of pwb!1c bod1~::i. 
shovtd be c:urrou~ 1Q ht'ilf ,,orn 1hc public. ;1bmt1 new tcip,cs thi'1 const1tu~nts behie\le 1:,hould bi: Chol;" 
5ut11ecr of t1rscussIon 

ACLLJ ol Rhm:1e I ~tend 

ln 1erms vi o1ho€!' content proh1b1tioo1, ato11e ~1riong !he p0Uc..1e~ 
we e:,;amined, lhe- pa,t1san-elec.Je.-J Pawluc.k~l CIIY Co,mi:.1i 
dub,oui;ly bars. pvbhc cormth?nls "for cilfl)I purpo~e. lif'(~r111111ed 
by lhe Chem or .:my rnembe, of ,ne coundl I □ ho& ~1r.ttJy polI1ic::il 

in naH,te • 

M,jl!:: :tifte11 qu~!:.11t.11lablt! 1e:sr11i:t11,,,s. i\P~l::.~1 -ii!:. .. dP.r.or11111 ~ tulfls 

ittqu,nng that spe,3k£-rs bi: ,-w1, ard ,io, ms~~ ~rwrsonal a!lijc.~.s" 
or .. dt:1amato1v" c.cmm,;nt.s. rndudm~ dgt\inM tnl•mb...-r~ ot ch,
counc~I o, conimttH!t A~ demona1ri<1tect by th€ ACLU s lawsuit 
a&;uns.t lhi:- Wa,wica, c,tv Coul'li,1I. 1he.se ,11~ constJ1ul1or.ru1v 
'1ub11'.lu~ l1mltr1t1on~ on spe~ct\ 

JI i!,o hHrJ to ht1Jit.:\'t· Lhal 
u S L· hc- ►oJ c!Umnrith.: t ... , ii:u 
exarnr,Jl' . \\:'ouW t,.{op a 
p nrc• nL f rotn st.a.nc.J1n~· Uf'I 
f.o c 01n1nL"n d tlu• ,vod, 
c)f th•· ~rhonl ~1rinc·iiH,t .... ,.,·n lhou i.;h n-..uc ,., (l 

··1,i.: r soruwf' Olt.l11t•r- :a~ 

mud , a~ is a dt.•mun<l 
that th l" pnul'ip.;11 h '-' 
fu·•'d. 

Wh1h'!: r,uilh,. tmd1(~s havi:: the tlr;.u, AU\h1·,t1ly tc-. ta\re: ar.1tm, to pl1:'1oe11t ,rr;11v11juEI!. ,rom d1srul,-iltng 

f:l mect111g - d st{m'1.:1rd thal n1a1w pol 1c,c:: ref.eH:.•n:c. lh~ fffsl Amt:"r,drnf'.nt r_fo,1~s not ~lldw ihL'ni 
10 "'ili&ric.e pe:opli! r'1'1et~l)I t'l,::'t,;:Ju!;t- 1t,e1r comn1ents tHP- crnir.al 01scl"l1Jr!r-01is. or ovetlv hype!! r.,1'.111~ 1n

ta~t,gat1ng rne-mbH~ oi lhe pobl1c bc,d:,o p.ublt\ clfrc1als tit 01hecs Thal type D~ commenli::Hy msy 
II~~, b-11-' lh~ best er n,~)SI c!fffCll',IJ: we~ ,o {:c:!I ~ po,nt iKJOf.5. bu! it IS riorl of lhc- g4Vi." .;r,d fal,,~ td 
,111m lc1,p;;.I dt.<b.ttt" ,,., lt.E: pub11,: sphi?1E-

A ,c.-cem at:c:1s1on fmn, 1he. Mas-sachlJS.tc'I l~ 511prE'..nH~ Jlld•c1td Cowr an this 1opw ,~ ,n~t1 LIC\1,te Tht-
1.'.as~ ,n,.,c,hied i rc'"irt1P.1lt ol SoiJlhbomoflh , MA who /l;,l,(j tl hr.atei'1 r"~h,;ir.g~ ....,i1t11 Lh r,;-, to1wn·f. I.Jaard 
ell S.t""leorn .. ::i.{\~ i,I g public r,1eehr.~. Thi? 1€.';;ildf:ri1 Ctrl\QUC'd the bC,;:\id fc.,r ~ren 1Jleo?t1ngs 11tVlill101'1£ 

.,ind 1he i:.omrh~nt! -i1Un led to d t~sty c'~th~ntt: ,,~rH1 CJrlt s.ele.:-ltn,'lr-1. 11!tt,111 lh~ 3pt:Okt't C. iillt,d ",., 
HitloC which 1hef'J oromp,ed tr1€' board to rt:cess the meet1f'lP- Tht' resnj.ent !ht"n ::iu~u lt\t bo:.rd 
oveir .r~ -c1\' 1hty cc:.da • wh1c.t1 ~rovrded !hat: 

ti/ '•"trn/J:.-. rlllrJ ,fo,Ji>~lfl tit rJUM/1 Hwl'ftn>,'" UJlbf /,1• f~.IJJHfffu( ,11,r/ ri1lrr'frlli,/jr,, fr,•t.• 11/ 
Nill,, ,,~,,·Numrl, ,,, "l,rncl1·1tm1o 11·111nt1J., b11Ji•JJ"•/ll'tnlt lmrgJJU~1· m,1l, "' .~/i11ufi•1_1..· lNII ,wl 
ht: f!Jf1•n1frd FurJl,,·,mmr, 1r,1 pn:.m1 rrirn- ,,J/1•1 r·rJmmnfl t1•1rfimu p1·r·,m_.,,,..,.,,, uf lh,· /1 Jlmr1 
,urd nll p!!r.-rJTvP "Jrnll ar 01t: n'!.flw.,t rif Ow /t J/,,,ii: ,,, .1/,··m 1\11 JJt•,~~,,, ,Jw.H ii,, .. , om 11!1 
pJ';-1n"c/111,;,,; ti/ n tll"''IJI!>: 

R~lymg or. 1ls ~late Con':>1.1tu,1on1s; hct: spet-ch gu&ntrfl'='~, Ihle' Md!.Sac::t.11::.~11::; Sup,~me J-m11c1c1I 
Court ur1µ111n,uu~ly s:hrn'..I.. t1owri the coii~ Th£ co-ur1 po111h:d 01J1 

,l}l/u1h,-:Jt 1Jl1ilrh ,·nrJ u}tt~ ~Ju,r,frl lw 1'fl(1tm·n~t'd rn 1mf1Tur1I rl1,;n1{11',;,• r1 11mw1, /,,, 1·,•1p111',•1I 
{11 JJw,; cY,m1t1-.. lfJ• lu,N n,•r·i•r i.wdJrd~'I/ Orm 1tu .. •r1 ,:;,.. 11 n•111/1\•/lh1" ,11•i•rt ,,, mm,t!r1lr llwJ.' 

1mNrwol ,Jismm·'l.1 wrO, Hrm,t w101 wh,,i,, 1n, !tl11111;::I~ di,w1µ,..., t .. n•r:r-frY1U,.., ur1,I f••~t•1 1i tfld 
/i'qt/,i•~: 11•1 lm1 ( r ,,,,. llol< d rf111t µ,,lour,/ ... ,i, 1•1·,1 UW•I r\•mnm 1mr,,!u>1rli·cl. rnlm.,, mHJ 
H'ld,• u11,'ll 

f'J '/h•• µ11J1t.·\ .\ r1,,rm'1't11i'rlf rl1t.1i l}J,• \J•1•1•4•/1 1/11\r'/trl 11~ U••1"t'f'IIIIH'}1J 11//ti•Wl~- ·111 ll~JJ••t·{/HJ 

mrrl rn~lf ,,~m., fumt} />-1~• ,,J rwl, . t'1•11rin-J:.., "l'P' rrl, tu i ,,1,..,. tlu 111,- ml1, 11i.•11 t111w1 
,h,1'/ 1/ltlltill/11/l ntln1v11t~• l,.w,,-h µ1t11.JU ,,,,, .1, .. ,,u,,,,,,,,~ Jwr;.11 O'//p1 ,,;m vi ).' .. ~'H•o1r1,·1tt ,,/1Jrr1~J.\ 
\, rfr, ::-i·,,11,n1"' ('wo-, ha"I r'.\f)lrrtm·rl ·/11/hns rJ,, J.m1te·1•mwur lined,, ,int ,;111,,~~-t 1111r1/1•1; 

l•uJ p,,,.,1nrf,H nn1 1.~ /ftl.'tu h, l'<prnl:r•1:. un a 1,rtl11c1 r rfti• L'lufulwn 11/ thf l•'11·,5f ,\Nwrh/m1 ,,. 
I'- 1111 rJ,,, IJlt•,r /1fo/ru1I 

B9non \4• l<olc-nda 203 NE 3d 1125 1138 39 rMMs 2073)(dtat1(,IW onHH► rJj 
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6e:low 1s a h!.t of the pubh~ bod1e-s imC1 ~chc:iol i;om•nitlei:i:i tha;I SE.-! hm1t.s. co lOP1e.s lo bt;, d•~c.11~,j 
based on v.,ihfi-1htit Ih~ 5ub1ect matter 1~011. 1~ ;a,gsoc:1a:I 

City and Town Caun<:U• 

Speak only on topk.s on the a~enda S11eak onl)' on topics NOT on Che .t~e-11cfr1 

Geri1ral r 1'-ll "i Ba1 ,11'glo .... 
Suuth J,1: ,n.t;GMwn Cti.;111.eSl,QW rt 

Tiv1:ffun Ns?wporl 

R.1r.hnw11t1 
$c:i1Uah! 

School Comm~ 
Speak only-an rnpics on (he agenda S11eak onl) on toplc t NOT an lhti :;gend.i 

B.u11 1hv11r.~ C!'l.C1!1 II O' 

l ,Hie ,..Oni1~io,1 Grt1ns h::rn 
M,ddl~1 DWfl E.i!s\ Greenwich 

".Jorth f-'r n·,1d;;nr.c-· Newr,0 11 
Pott~o,ouih Trv~rl~(, 

Sr1111h 11~lrl 

Putli1c bod1oits -sh<.nJld ctlrtatnly be z,ibl-=- l<l re-quire comrnent1;1rs to hn111 their renii:lrh 10 luplt s lhp( 
~e w1th1r, U1e- 1unsd1r.t1on of 1h~ eJ'lhtf bvl •t t'S anothe-r ,natten:.-nlifl:!1't lo llin11 the public's ao,IPly lo 
~pe-c-,~ en rnlev.tnt 10µ1cs based an whether or riot tht' lapic 1~ on th~ a~end:1 ~I ,,ny g1vPn :11e~11ng. 
4,n~ .:Such hmtlalicns: 1mpo!.t"d by public bodre~ - 1"r.lud1ng p1oh1b1J1oni; on ;::;cJd1t:s'!:ttf1g r'I\Olt lh.,n 
on!: tapn: in t11e- amouilt r.tl time- ttl!Ottt'd to, ~ plt'rson ta speJ~ - sr,.:iuJri hr. 11;p1;:e1led 

"Personnel" and "Decorum" limitations 
The· :-ecor.~1 1yp1? of c~111t.r,I ri?Sl11,ttori ,~,n~i lri a ti::v.i g1Jji,1t.'lo l~qt II H, i? .... en mr,ri
probl~111al1c arid r~w~es ~t:HI-OUS rH-s: I Arncripmt-n1 conc:t.•rr,~ 011t• e.-;1:1mr~ l"2: ,rivl'llv~ a 
~'(jn ,)r, sr,M~~r t°! ,li:IOf,:n,'.'!S"\t, -l)i;fS.Onn&r 155:ll~ A h:w Cf.l\Jf'ICllS. - 1I).,e M1ddle10\'.'n 

~ntl N~wpo1t - anrJ sct1uol c.omr111H1?-cs - 111r l,Jd1,,g_ 831fing lon nl 1d f;i~t PJc,y1(1e11cf. 
- fJII 1010 llh. L.ah~eory 

Thefe c1re vt 1e,:u,1 two problems ~!lh ~1.1ct1.; •~=,1rt~lton Whtll:!' the. pr{ 0 h1h1hun ,:, t,illo?fl wr1lH:n 1n 
nr•ljtc;,I lirm~ W@. n.;i.vi! htHr. Oo11hI ,r ,s enfaH::e>:J selectively. ro s11fle ar,1y tatk lllat 1s. crnical ol 
rnul'11r.1p3i Pl<tsonnel It 1r heJ1d to bdJf•v~ 111;~1 a -;i:-t',001 ,:om1n1Uee tor ~;ro1rnple- would stop e par,ent 

rrom s1aridmg up ,o comm-erio t)\f- w0tk of the =chcioI pnric1pii,l evt"f\ lhou;!h th~I 11: ..J "'peHsonni:!1" 
rr1altef 85 r'lh.Jch c1s: It, a demanrl ,hal lht- p11nr-1pal bE' f11\.!t.J F'urth~r F.:'\'~f'\ ,( ,.-,fo,cttd r,1;ult;1fly, d 

o.Jnf,5111·hr,":i~'1 •l;!~fru:;lInn 011 ct~.:,1ly 11:1l'1;' 1{8nl .. n~rs,,n,v;1 • ..-:::ornmn1H, 1.._ 1:on~t1rullc,1.:1Uv -Sl1::ipt:>c1 

~,acoetQWto TQown C-0•1nc:u 011c:,w!i •f!':!l•Ce:1t1F.10 ..o~;;i-. on ,1rl'I' n11n1. t11:, r1JD,11r("t Hh'-''11 cnom:e, Qnl' top1r 11°1 ~l,tti'tnce 

►J~i.vp~• ( Ctly CnLln-;:lt lmthl!lt lltrll?~ ':>Sllln ► t!I ~ JO odtJtti,'!iing onl-., \'lf'll'" tlJi;ilr. In ,11er1 ,~mm,. .. 

·Cnaono Sc,100I Comml\teie ol'Jerido m1hi:::.tli!'-.; ULlQIIC m~y 5p~.i,1" c,ri i1£o!nlJ.:t lhl4"5iJ!IO,\fll!IITTinetJ DY C<'lrnf"l\l{H:t: ,1,~,. 

Wtiih1 Ctl'ifl!.l:\lt\ S~flDOI C'11nm1ffH llrtillfi mg'I'! IM!den\',, tu lp,it,U .(lf'II',' ll11 nar, ~gend,t 111:•n~ •,h1111i1111c. n, .. i::1~ ftn, 
011po1,i1nl111 io '=fl'HII 'ln. P11r foplr, 

H1.e Ee~f G1eenw1oh Sr;l"\("(11 ::.::.1111mL,~t:~pc,rn::\' D!lpk 1n.:t1i:a~e-,: !~tar r€:'s1tl!Bu;, r,11.n ,,111v spo!-a,. ('lr1 l-op1ch nMc.n 111~ 
.1g~11('1;,i b.ir 1'hi! agvn(l41 "lo! IOo"'!':I .,, CHi:1 rJDI t'~111(1.11r1 Ota I l"'1!11cl61! 

In stlll•.11,g do\!ll'n ttw- code hOWE\IEH. ttie UllJJt iemjnded public UodJes lllat 11,ey Wf::I{' ont t;Jni;:t=•~d 
1mpplent lei control lhe tonduc1 cf lhcir nie-etmgs, 

Rn1simrrMc ruuc. µfr,ct•, 11nd 11;curm·r il:~lntllu,r,, 1ou/1/ uu/JJJ1. 1k;,it~Nntr11~ rt·ln·n urt1I 11,h1•J~ 
{I 1mMw UJtum~•tJI J,'1•.•:,,~nn ,mt\' ll(C'fU; l111u.' rw111 ll m.tµ./lr /o.-.r th,· 111,,,, timl{~ /,u t'(j('/1 J•l'f'i:l/t/ 

:,,µt'lll1•1J,! 1/ur-w,; t/1(. pu,•ftt· r•m1u4,,,rl "1-• • ..:t,Jltrl tUILI 1·v/1·-. wv1•1•11Unr: ,\Jit"t1.l.•1,,,; fr,1m ,,, .. ,u11tllrJ,: 
,,llu•, .. mid r,,111111•wt: JJ111'(, U:h.i .,,, 
Id al 1140 . 

.Some- of 1hc public. bod•~s whose po11c•~~ wt! ,~v1ewt:'d appear lo rticagr11lE 1h~ I,m1!~ rt1e f1r".i-i 
A.1n~r1dm,;,n1 1n1pos,e,5 .:and 1n.s.t-ead Si:!Ek vo1u1,1c:1:t'!l coop~rat1on from speak~rs A good examph:i 1s 
U,~ Jamestown lown Co1..H1(;1I 'Nho~~ ru/,-.s pc1Htel~ -.ralt~ 1~1.,t lhe Coum.11 -1-iupt-s th2o1 c1H1•··0~ ;11111 
ColJf\<.:1to,,;. .:il1kir wdl tw r~Sflt.'(.t lul Of 6-Sch c,lher·~ r•ghl lo ip1.;"t1h t·Oli:1d1,1 af d1Ht<r~nt poin!s ol ..,1,.-w, 
-and m,rid!ut of oe!very,')11C.'s lime, - Al 1-cruost as wvrd(:d, !hi:- Cu1Jni1! 's rule-~ aopr.cu lo be <Cldv,sr)t / ,10-i 

do rio1 thrt:alt;rl !>llt'f\C,£! r~r tho.51;.! who f.:ill 1l, be ~,~sp1:;c1iul'' wtHlt: sr,es~.rr1& 

How4='V~r mahy p-ubhc hod1t'S go fuHher and cor.latP1 U1~ lyl'.J~ ol vag1w prc,t11h1ho11~ on spt:•c•.;.h Uti;t 
thi:> M~s.~ai:.hus1::1ts: t;:Q1,.ut found uocori6t1h..1l1011al A r!?present<:1.trv~ e'll,ar,ipl~ 1-s the Warrer'I T-:wm 
Coun-c.,I which fE'Q"IJne.s that &j,ea~i:r-=. to ·ti~ c..U'\Jrh?OtH:o 1n Jh~H ll1nguagE .t:11'1d dt!por,nrient • 

1...11m~ c1 tew ~-HJbt•c. bod1e~ cont.;11, e.-pl1c1t v1ewpo1nl-h~.5;ed prot111·n\1or,s w~Howmg r.i"1~~ p1.a1se bu! 
~I:.;1Uow1,,gharih,~nt1r:1sm al goverrimenl ot1Jc1als a~ lhf' Mr3~sac h1,setts: taur1 put tt Su.:11 pc,l~c-tes 
,:-leady l~ctp 111to cein!i11tvf1t'ln;jll'y 1c,h1tl.dot'..•rl Lt'mt<''V Thi: Johristei,i. Teiwr'\ Coutt-..d. ior .1t:1:ampJe, b:=,r~ 

spe~4i.f'!I'") from 't!ngag.mc 1n pt!rs,,nAI tim,cl-.s_' i;ic.. d0ts U;1;- P.:lY.rluC:,kt-t O,ly Coul)Cll Of r;cn11-s.: a 
ma,o, probll?m with pnhc1-:;:;. ~nd fL1ll::'::i hkliii 1hostt ,snot 11.1~1 lht"Jr d1:;crimtrH;h-;,1y ..-1E11palnl•bc1Sa:!d 
nf.ih.n~ It 1s th~t lhc~ le.JV~ Tremendo\.ls room k•r 1nt~rprnlr1tsc,r, a~ to ~",hrm J:1ltc-wabl1: cr,t1c1sm turr1s 
,r,trJ ar, 111 eg,1,rn;11~ -pt<ro;.011.-1 1 atl.d,. .. U\al t~n 1.;ie- S\111£-rl 

llf\ 

Woonsocket 
c,'1toun<II I 

/ 

I 

] 
L~Pulthe ••ommcm tult:'-.. :u'l' t•ilsil\• ;1va1lalilt. 
0 lndi\'idu,,I~ l,,'.ilrl Fp1•:1k t~1r r, m,;,ult•~ 

~Problt."mntw ~d....--1.·11rum' limHHllun~. i1u:h1dtnJ! a li:,n 
on ''dt•roi.:-a\Orv" <.'tlflUHc:nL.,_ tow~rd~ Lb,• l."iLv 

Woc.t•1.5o,-::ke r irVi.•fl ~C•-t't:i ~erru, J~ t•J-bor, ~µ,Hthi::r~ (rum J):;d mvuthinr, 1 t1t, Crt11l:.r.l l, ~,a1m,i · Ro:"m&rlo!:: 
f10Jn any□nt' tl:al a,c 1::,l~nd~10u!;o_ 1 ufl'Clns1v~ or dt!rof.,_~tci >' low~rd!:. md1v1dudl~ .,, lht- Cr!y mdy 

1~sull 1n HU:~ •L1 moval trom ttre City C.ourH::1! Cn.~rnlJears "(i:!mphaE.1s adll~dJ The Watren Town Co,Jri<:11 
be.us an~• C,>rnl11ttnt-s cm "p,ersonahlles, • whatevo, lhal nu•.:.ns. and' p<lfhCuLJrly pqls. Hif.l i-rllO$t1 on 
doti•vgatr.ry lf'rTUJlk!. Ol •ll ~1 rn1idt1 on-s= 111 ri:-spr,(l ,.., an~ n11ii1tuher~ ,.-,f lhs cou11c,I - A.nd J·bpk1n1011 111 11 

flOI rilli:,~, ~fl'II ~,p1r1:?rl1n~1~t" r1,::1nr1 11-s All o1 U1!!-St.- pol1c1e~ 1a1~'1:: -;;ubsl~ml 1al Ir£~ -:=ap~t.'r 11 011Ct:'rm: 

WtUlf:! 'f:loillDC• IS l'l □ I n•c\t-Cl~CI trv 1/lft r U"S~ ,(l,,ni:;ndrn1E1'1t !'II' I) s 5uo1em<! C~IJrt 'S '5"'n11na1 1~0•1 GtC:ho•'J•• 4h /\'P~ )'o,~ 
i lht~:. \1 ..:,1JjflV.:J1I i',IH~ ,;IT) e .. UEOl\'ly n,g,, $1~flliJ;i,tQ IC. ptn~LJ.•) !;I.In□"' 0, ilbel .:ICll(dlf, ag;i1r,!;:! r,,uol1r oll 1Cldl:. DI ril'l\or• If' 

11·._ pul,1/r {;','Ill' In dl\lf ':'Ytmt ~t,~.;; di"' hi,.il11,1._ 111 Di! 11:.iric,1.;,4 ,tjlfor th~ luc.l 41) ~ 1.1.,111 l~J ,Q.ll'f'l.,o&'°~ ll'Jt f;,~ ,111!1rlt' hr.i!1/L"S. 
f"l'll,Jri.g ~,Ap 1 ... tlbm~n1.:, ~ ITT 'f,t,,.1 hi;, -i pf-1.;,0*1 ! c.omm~a f''i'iiiY lc~lly qt1:.l1fv ~ ;,l,H,.111,ai..t• 

10 



Page 52 of 223

Sc:1,001 comrnUtih::!'S at~a 11aw• lhE-1t fol•' sha1t of f.1c12.1'y tinc:onst111,11onal po1LC1t'S. NaHfi•U,osett c,nc1 
T,'Jertol'\ p1oh1h11 ~rty ·brt.:a,:h -,f reipect • Crsnston d1~aHow!. any C('lrruner,ts: "attac11mg_a.c-.)r'llm:ttee 
member''5 motIvt'S .. Fo~t~r-Gluce.t..l~1 bB•f any comn1eots. or s1aterne-nts that a1~ ",;r-m,::al abov1 " 
specific in<1iv,rt,,a1' l1ric\lH~ r,u,'11b1h. ~ny c-nmml'nh lh.::.I .a,e -unc.tvll ," " vo1~111e ... or 1'hostd6!, ... :md 
WillWH'k tikin.g vngu.eness tci 1t~ heights. ha•\:i arw ··1ndllfJ1CIJ.1r1~1t> 01 salac1ou:. ,~mc,rk"S • 

The ACLU of Rhod1::: lshrnd b~hev~~ 11,~t p1Jl)l1c bodh?i- c,1:11 hilo.c- ec\1on a,ga.1f'\51 uny p6rson v.ho 
1r11eriupls o1h~, !:ipt1t1kers. ialks eiff-l,0p1e: makes t 11real:. .;gau-.,;t publ•c body mun,l,,ers °' others. 01 
othEHw1se ctisH,pls ii ml':!e-111\g. Howtvt'!:1 uncivd r.:om111et1l<lf)' ern1 cr1'1r.1~m ut md1v1duals. including 
ol 1he pubSrc l>ody me-rnbefs 15 eo1tHed to •I~ 01Vn le.,d of r"'1'pecl undf!r H1-::-- Fu~, AmttnOmenl 
Ruh!s ot pol/cjes thal ptot,1h1t •nd~ornus commenl111...- !ih01Jld 1:,e rPpt-afPd 

~ 
Requiring Aduance Notice to Speak 
S.Omi pul>l1c hod1•1~ ,~quirt.'.' ind1vrd11~I::. to ,:;.,g_ri up lo ::pt1.;lr,. 1r1 d..1v~n t-•·· II ~Huc;1vr11::cl 
tur am11,1-,,strati1:e eas~ - 10 ce fjbJ(:, 10 call people ,n 1hr order thtiy ~•fl"•..'d up. 101 

D e-:.:l:lmpl,:,• - :.ur;h a •t'.'(ll.JHF.-tncnt ,:; not t,bJecl•onatll\: Sul 1f ttrtfcitceo cJ11,:::tly 11 can bt 

a C.t'Jr'\&11ie1&.bl,.:. :1ns1aclt" 101 sc,m"" m~n,h1,I': of tl;,:i public Sigr. -up wquiren,e-nt~ !:.an 
lot us-eJ tc, h&1 cJ p,:r~on wh() ,1t,i"•~s le, ft f'll~ef,ng f111= m1nulll'"> lat,.• ff{Jl1l being Jtlle t-c, ~pea• If th~ 
public i.;onHHf'll1 pe,1cid ;1p0em~ l:lter In lht" tneCH•l't£ d ()tlfli(11, whr.i had ru,:H planned to !.P .. d~ tt:ullJ 

he l'\ilri!:'d from dotniiJ so if rhev decided tr1ey wo1ilt! l1k,e to u~sponc1 to somelhrng H1r,1 htJpoenc>l1 or 
W.!tS d1$CUS.Sid dllling 11,~ m1:'t11riri S1ttn up 1equire-:1l~nt,; ci:,n :,1:;o ~()fntilr111to~ 1; rE!ME: d br:ttr!e• Im 

pe(lp~<· whr, ari: n-::,1 f.amt11.:u w'./flh 11,~ r,tr:ictSt(. wfu~•,hk-• 11 1::. nIt".'isnt l•1F:tally ti•(' r,uhr)' 01 CHlf. s.:hoor 
c,;rmmllc-€' tor ~ ... l•t'IIJ.Jlt- i,pii.:C",r11:,..lt~ rt"qwr~':. people IC> !>1gr. up w1fh Ill•: thiJII of the pubhc t,ud~ 

Lr-.1v1ne as.1dt:! the rnre~ rouuc:ls fha1 p,a,.-,d~ r,o oppc,Jtuntt'v for rubhc lebtImon~ ~~1 :>U. ori1::: lowu 
i:O•JtiCII stand~ out iimoni ttie re:st 1r, l~rms c,f 11.s l_;;.r.k of cons.,aera11nr, lo, public common! 11·,;;: 
Jc,11nstor1 Town Counr.11':, a~leS r~q1,11~ ,,1d1-.i1d,i~l1 ,c, s1g•1 t1p fivr day! 1n advJ,.,ce ol lht.• 'llE-~tJnG ;ii 
whmh thl•y wish tr., sp~q.l~ t-Jnt; bolorf' lhe Coun::•I s agende1 lor lh1: 1nt"'~hn~ evt"f\ ha3 1t..1 bE- pca;.te\1 
i1Jllt1~Tvn fur111e, re.qu11es Tilt• pi-f5ori 10 ,nd,~te l''/1lh f)<~:.Is1on thr- top1-: th,.y w,sh h."1 die.cu'>~ or 
el!!.E fc.rfrM their C'Pl)Clilurn1y to speak 

lohn.,on 
T,,-n Covncil 

IYJP11hlic. r·onu,u:nl ruit'S, ;11't \tbsily ava1labli1:: 

1S) ML.L!,.l .oi,lgll uµ .1 <l...)',. 111 3dvuru·t.• of nwutrn~ v1 t,;pt·H~ 

~ ProhlA•motl(. ~(it'('•orum" t;niiirition. Jnc I1rdin~ u hm, on 
"p"r~on;1I t1U11l'ks" 

TM YhOOI c.ommiU~,e l'lltlt ,,.,u. flllllr:y .,. P~wluc,.11-t 

Uncte, lli'P Jnh1,.,tn11 Tc,w1, r;r,L11-!:11' .. ,u.l'S B per,sc:-n ~tho'SIU/ IJ: [Q odd, ... ,.> 0Lt-Tow11 Ci:301h·U c,n • ~Ph: "S;n,i1I TtlE a,1 
dPp1rn.a1111r, -~ thlll tiff tel" of u-~ low 1, Cltotk hO li\lfl o·,11n tnt? WT:fdfl'f.S<.111'1' ot 1111111 W£f('k llf.'tott! 'l'lt' ,~~•I (':c,u11~,, Mi\!fl\lt: 
01* could QUP!itlt,f'\ "''Ht~t1ll!1 1.J,!!~IJ'J;!D~\IJ.llJl---11!..t...li!lY!U kfuillt.1 wri1,;ri 1-µ~i:.1t,(;11llv pmv,,16':0 lri..tt 
... l~ ll\'.ln~ !..tu,(I tlflVe iJ llt~Qn.'.lbJ .. Opjl.J/lHP1ltV t( b• '--rd' .. , ro,1rrc1t ~~rlf'ftS 

ACLU or Ah')CI(• ls.lRr,1:1 11 

I] -
When the Public Comment Period is Held During the Meeting 
Puhhi; bod1-1!': -<::hO\t'J iJ dl11e,5~ dtrilt ,:if :,r,p(O;)Ch\....:; n-s to wnen 1t,e publK COrTH11C!11f 
perrod t.S s,ch~,dt ,ltd du1ir1~ the nli-('lllt~ .$0111£ t1old it n111,t= Ot>~1,-im..-,~ of lhe 11.eeting, 
!iiC•mP 1I"1 lt>e rn1drJ I .1;1nd s.orr,~ al Il le E-t\d Th~rC: arti pies and cons as. lo wluc,11 df,J~Jrn\clt 
1s bt>:, tor lhL putJhc S<1n1e pl11J1tc hoo,es o,.CIV>:- tlli.: d1IPm11r~ ol wh,t.11 r,, 1:i,oosfl !Jy 

ottrnng OD(h)rlumtlc-~ to spe;:-,J. al 1wc. d,ttc!1~nt \•rn•..>~ 1fo11ru; ti n1~t li11f_ u',u~llv 1he b~g,nn.ng aud 
tto;> l:'lld 

Having pubtlc d1!;cus~1cn at lh6:: Lsg1t1ntr,g o1 lhe me'="llng l:!.Hows 1nd1v1d1Jal~ 10 nta~, thP.1t ~11~ws 
knovvt' oo items that w-111 tie d15.C.ll~.i£1:d I Mer on 11,~ .-;,gend~ dnd therG:b}' c1llows H1t: publ1c hod)I le 
take the r.omn1en.ts 1010 i:ons1derat1on duHog lhf:11 dehb0r.111o:ms .. 1,.. the-~cisc_.. or h:.r,tlhy ml:'el•n~~ 
lhis llm11,g also 1.:n.svrofJ u,al peoplri w,lr nal havE: ro pO:!::.S1bly w311 hours- befo1e hlj1ng ahle to ~oea~ 
a,, d,,e to 0tl11;1r eornmilmP.ots h:aw ht>forl? lltti lnlli' 101 pulJII,;. cornmenl b~r.ms 

City/Town COUllcils 
'/Jl,,,,(.!Jhl, /.1,ll,n.tfi' 1,~111'<'1• 

1•fl1ilii fllV1:l._lo-l't- ••1 ( 

lof.ut.,,,1rn1,1"1 
FP·,,11!1 

lb 
School Committees 
w1, .,, ,,111i'( !,m111,t-h\fl"'l1d 

,,,i,,lt1lluln'i l"fl •t:.-dHJ • 

Fr.fl fw, (.o"m,1•1,, 
/~ h rl l 

On 1hc ether hand ~avmg speaking pent.rJ:i. to, tP,e end ot th~ rrie1::ting p,Ol.l'U1-i1~ ltl~ pl1l>hc. an 
oppotlunlt)' lo otfe1 q1J1ck leP.dback Of' lhe oc110,,s. thal counc;,I a, r.ornm11ted rne-mbtl'~ ha1,1€ or 
havE- net tuke1l 01 on state-n,,mts. lhe-y hclVI? T'IV>dE' The- b1r2.e1;1 dtawt>act-, of C.OUffie_ 1s. lhal II ~ 
,neellnt:; drags on. plar,n~d spf:'JkitrS - 01 othe, mt'n,ber.:; ot th~ crowt'J wh1)ri, Hu~)' wculd hio,e lu 
,~, 1110,J cornrnenls - may r,avE:. to leave befOrf ttlf'. publtr commt!nt penoO 1s. r~achf:rt 

Tt,ose pu bhc. ll<id<e~ 1hal liEtll't' ttien pub!!..: cor11menl period~ -scmetu11e m 1he mldflls !Jt tht 1\hn:t 1rig 
rn.&)' be 1r~1ng lo ,eact, ,it ha-ppy 111ed11m,. l.)ut deptoding or. il,g pl:.cem~r"lt and how th£- res.1 of 1he 
G1g.mda 1s: se1 up 1t t·o,Jfd b-o- H•~ V'110f$1. of bolh worlr1~ Et;l~bl•sh1ng f,Hbtt-t' cum11,ent p(lric,ds Jt 

D,Olh the D•&lnmni c1nd the end 01 n1ee111),!~ oby1ously orrers the greatest QpPC1fl1Jl'\1ty for publi~ 
re!:pL)ns~ 

Acc;ordJn~ t~, <iw rav,f:!w O\lt:t t1al1 ol lh!.! ~,a1e·::. schuul 1fo,,1r1~1~ - 1a '" 1011-11 - hold lt\!:c'11 pubhe 
con)m(H1l per rod~ itl the b.eginr\,nR of the nio::ellng with ltvt!' r.crmn11tlf'e~ llc.,ltimg 1\ at $ome po,nl 1r, 

ACLU al Rl\oM 1,,.,,,, 13 

,,. h::w ,1ttie-, r1;:o:.,t,1 c1iv.,. 1.,our,r.rl pol1C.1L'~ ,;r1: won I, nol11'l& P-1w1iic1o-e:t h :'qwr1n• Srt:ti up 10 mniu1t1~ 111 
aownf)Ce ol Hll" m1:!'et,ng M1e.1d1Ptown 1eqL111e,:, s.uhmts.sion of i:J public partu:•pat•i,n f,:,,m J;-;7 5 00 PM 
lh~ dRy of the mei,,:t1ng Eest Prn\'!dt'f'l~~ reqv11t".S: 1H0.1v1ou.:;1~ to 'S•t!•• up nl least 11v•d minutM ohe-a\J 
of tht n1ee11n~ and ~PE:Cify Ute: loplC lh~)" want ttl sp~al,, on Wdrr~n also 1c:qv11es. lhe r,~1s.;in ,o 
"id•calt lh4- to1>1C c,f lhf.-11 ,~.,itrks fl•!> ltnknown t!. us how rh1~ IO!'Qlltr~IMH''U wril~.s '" p1a(.flc~. and 
wht:lh~r thPse r:eiun,r,·,ls 5-ummo,dy ~'l!"'l!!rH i:, p~r-:-cm frnru 1-pr-, .. ..,,r.g b~:io:d 011 ll1f top,t. lhl''/ Ci-d\.':' 

1nd1ca1~d lht>y w1s1, (o t,flk {jh<1ul 

As f-cH ~chocl co11m11tt~,~ pc.,l1c1c-s. on ihi:- <-.11bJ~<.:l Nr:,wpor1 ,~qlllH::5 tht: pt::r~o,, to spr~:1ly th€ 
toptc 1h~y w1sl1 l(.J lallo about iiS ,Jo~s. Pr0',11dencf-, 'l',h1cl1 illSO- IP<JIIHP,.5 ft.al 3 rt.•Qlh::•!,I ID ':.(J:=!',-'l~ bo.' 
~ubm1llsd ,n wr,t,ng by 4·00 PM c,f lht: day o1 lht? mec-l1ng Barr1r,~tN, 1&iqu11t!'s p~•oph: lo s•~l1 up 
w111l Mfi ~tncul .lddr~st A~ p1Ei..1ous1v nvlt.>cJ F-'av:hJc~~t ,s !tlttir1gl'IV 'Jopt;0r.1hc 1n ,~qu11mg ptopll:' tc 
"i1~n up w111, lh.? school C(.omm11t~e ,"'hJ,, A 1tant1t11I 01 orht:.t s.,-;hr,01 corr1mtltees alsc hc,11? c..i~l,c 1t 
fPq•~Ht~fl'IN'\ts 101 s,gning up, ond 111o;: hl-.~h, 1hr1I olht,~ 1fo ~(> dl't w1rll t,u, dot:1 spe,:-1f1c.a11v 1nen110,I 
1t m 1h~11 t11!es nr pohcres 

J 

19 f<t'qulrt>l:. wt 1l1r-n rn-tlu~~l'> tu ~p(•uk ht: !,HbnntH'l( 
h.\ J:00 J•~J ,.f !111· ~") 11f IJ1l' rnn·llnl( 

IS) fh_·quir1.::-i ~pc.,k('l'b lo idt:.-ntifv lhl· tnpic lht\\' wi .. h lo 
~,wok n\wul prior l•J tlw mc·eung-

G ;{l1 rnJnl(uJ, 1 tiwl :Jllnt•auJd rm· wll 1ml,t1c c·omml·11t-. 

H1 >?. ACLU or RhQdP. lsbnd b'!.'h\\'v~~ ll 1111 wtule s,g:n up rf"qui1 erueoli ,n 1pQSE,,1j uuwerue1u•1~• in adv.,in.-.~ 
c;I .s me-e11n~ aR nol untt:"asonable, people ta11u,g u .. ~•gn up sliooid s111J be allow~d to <::peai,.Dn!:'Ee 
iJII othicr~ h<'l\lfl c.c,mpltdcd the-11 r.omnumt!. In ddd4l1on ptJbht;. l>0d1,:-~ ,s'101Jld not t-ngagt ,r, fl .. f\t1(11 

,esl1a1n1- by 't!qv•rinri md1v1rlunl~ 10 spt-c.1fy ,r, advance the- topic tht:"v w,st, lo t4U1 i:1buvl Wlule CH, 
n1L•ll1rll\1:!d prt?1110L1!lly ,1 1s c.er1211nly dpp,o,>n~te tor counccls or s•.::hoo1 c..,:imm1tlc-1:!s to tuml pee.pit. 
lo addre~c.,tng only ,ssues. lh&l. b1oodly co"s1t1.11;-d te111 .,,,i111m th'=' pt1hl•c. hC>d',' !> ;,rep& or :1ulf·,or1hJ 
!hat <lf-l'"'(n'hfldt1or1 $110~1(1 nol be m,;1,1.1e hi?IOlt" lhe r,i:t.-.c:-,r1 h.J~ th.f C'prJ011i,n,1, In ::,rJ"':il.. 

ACllJ ol lll;e,tJe Island 

1he n,td111e am1 lour ~t the end S1x school \<OJUf1\4H&c.!1' - B,ar11nglon, Cov~ntr-y Cu1<1s1,,n t 1n<:oln 
Smt1M1$IC afUl Wtsteily · - of,i:1 1wo public c.ommem. petlods. 

fo, (It) ~1'C'I fuwr, co1Jn~1,~. n,e 1esulls. w~ti: 1;1ven 1110,e 'Lliwed: 13 htld puhllc tormt'lenl at 1hr 
bot'g1nr,1ng ol lheir ml:lltllr,gs. mr1f.f m Iha rn,ddh.-, srx al thf' f.lflrt, ~nd e•ghl ov£ir lwo Im\~ pt>r1od~ 
The couoci!s allowing for two pul;hc- commetH pe11orh wk'rn CC!'tenTry Crctr,s.lat"I Cumhedttr,d [a~; 
G1e-rnw1c.t1 Gloce!.te, Hopkrnton. North Srmthf1eld and Weslerly 

Ttil! ACLU oi Rhodi' Island believes that h,w1ng t.,.,Q ouhhc. cornrn~rtt pt1riods ,s ideal and the l~ct 
tlrn.t a la.u numb!.-'• of councils a,nd ~c:hocl commitle:es: us;;, this approach t~ an md1cehon Htal ,I,, 
11ot an unduly hu,densan,e mt.:'thod 10 ent:our::Jg1: l)L1blic parhr.,pallou 

Amounl of Time Set Aside for Public Comment 
C1t"11 and town ccn.1f'ic1h anti ~..:he-QI c1,r11111,ttel~~ oll~n d~I w,th Cun!l'nll~1,s •nub U 
1~ 11npottam 1t1a1 rJL~ph: alfecled by !ht- dec1s1ons nrnde on lhc>sc ,;:e;sues be alrowerl 
to -;pE:!al- r.,ut d•r~c!ly 10 111,~11 vll:'ct?O ,c-p,~sentel111es a1 thl'Si" m►.:-lt1lg&. Suitt jur11ts: 

cm thr ter1a1 ..,r1101.,11'\I vi tamt> thal will be .aillc .. ~att'.!d to, nublU, spea"ing can hrnde1 thf> 
1,l .. ":' ij,,<...:ur!:t..::: \tu,\ ,!=. .:r~.11:.,;:;1l r.:, loc.~I g-O\ltrr<1&nc£: . Out u,wy f<iund ('ommunu, 
tho:11. at leil:i.:I on p.>p-r:-1. ,nv$1 p1.11,1tc bad•~s do nol l)avl!' ovt'rdll hmli hf't11t$ r,n i!i,Ul''- lh•-l 
ltlc-(1 puOltr' comrnen1 agenda nernl\ Of rhos,~ 1!1l!lt <10 lhe .c1rr1c:11mt cl t111113 prom pl lar~, 
~c, 101 (he publ1r- r:omn)1:fit p~,,. cl C9ii b~ riu,1e c:11.c-urnsc-nl)ed , some-11n,,:;..:; dcbak t.lL':-.t•r\ 4.· 

a~ st,nr1 n: 15 ,,1it,11lt!S Ht,wr:v'~•. th,~ ,~pcirl c:Jnnct a,1alvn whe-Hu r riobl1,: a f• Jru n i that i~ 
bud1~f w1lh s,,cti ln1tUS ,·,a,vt: ;11e111 wh1:n d "'"b~lan!1dl 1\t1ml)~, of fJ~Of'l\l no t t·.apti\'t• l e• 
st,ow vp 10 ,::pe,ii.k - o, ~-,h~thc"1 puQ11c bu<l1r-~ w11ti r11) r.•pltc1r t.m .. lrmit".- end arbitran~ t im e· 
up lnlposin_g 1hem on an a.iJ nc.c 1,.:,:;1-. or~, the Ch:rn s d1u:et,ao Hmilallt.m~. 

~ S~l{n-uti J't.•4.u1r~flH•nl 
C.:";i ~~l) ur)ntttt"~ ti,Lal aJlm-At~•d ·tor :-t(! yuhlil {1.lnunt:lli!i 

tSJOn!y ,·unu,)l'nts ;.1hout ill•n.n, 11ot on th<: a;:endn alJmnd 
1$1 Prohrt•rn11til "Jeeot·um · HmirntJ,Jn. l)l"Oh'Jhi1ir,i: ;1t\\ 

•hrl!uc-h of n.•srw,·t · 

Wt1en 1t c:arne- to r.!ly urid to""''"' c-ow1c1ls. w~ launil tl,al iovr c:ommu1,11Le,;. - Ea!P P,ovH1~,1u, 
Narnita,,sr11, Pn,1,-u,,.h.~t 1'~1,d Wa1v,,1(.l,,. 1 

- !.el a ma,'11mu111 Cl1 30 r111m1tpc::: fo1 public. commr.riL 
r<11H other ('ir:irrmu,rHlle''S- - [rl:')et M1ddlt-lt>w11. Ner-.port and WRHE:fl - c,11cw~d only IS our11;I~~ 

1n s~p:el"tt:it"r 202:i, rr,~ Wvs,tE!tlt S.-l•Od• Ctrm1111rte1: .t!.!l..:5!J.1!.Joi,;.t!,J.!.~u,1l!.J;J&..:!J,J, 1i:.re1 ffl"f; 1tlo! 111~o;uiMllt1\!! ..ii 
l(,,jllt'lO,,nK w1,1~4r,£ 1f, ,p,,,a,. Pl w••hlf~ ltlbrtutgw 1-,(;w~~.,,. ,.-,; , ... 1 1:1~ Ntt. 'J.f"l 1r:U II•= f>'l'ilem:@ .,f 1wn 'IHtlJllc -::um11t1•I1• 
n•m,ro 4e111Mllll• 

n,E 't\'r,iw1c)I C.11~ •~lllltl l'~ llllt'S ~· t/ll lltN• l(lt J."P11f)1~ 't:!J"\m~n, ,IIJ ·~ n,1rn11ec. 1Jut !11!" iaf.Md•n. 11,(llr.alt rtu;:~ '.K• 
lMr.~•t~s +ti 01r.,eo 

' "'"'"'t!nflw.n-ni ..... i:tti1+◄ .e:,l fltflll P.,"IW1111;'~t cu.~ Cci.,pr.lt !;;.r,E¢jt~ •1V1t.:1,. ~fSW'-'lfll\ ta.n bl etPa,,Qf.d-it 1.1,, d,i11cflil1on 
t,flr,i!WI-I 
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[a':!11 GfE'll::'hWICh. v,,h1i::l1 (.,t(O:l'i twei. S~f)i..OtJh:; rlLJhlu: r:ummC'r,t p,mQd£ du,mg ,a r11i:Ell,rg. ~~· ,3 

1,:, m1mtl5!- t1m~ pi!rrl)(t fo, Ol"ie And 30 n1m1,ih;~ fa, 1h..- oU,~r 

Ori •ht- ;.cho.ol corT1m10tt; i:.1dt: sn, cmun,un111C"S - Ctia1111u Covc!ntry. Narrngans.fiH, Prov1dE-nci;o 
Tl\.lPflon sni1 Warwick~ scr aside 30 rn1n1,11es ror puo11c commE:-nt ,,,n-Hle two r.o•nm•Uees - BustQ[ 
Wc,rren a.ru:J EK~le,-West Greemmch - otre• 15 11111,ules. L,kt> tht> fat51 Greenwn~,, To,,.,n Ct!11n,:1I 1h-e: 
Smrlhiield Scl1oc.1 C:omnHll.er: hft!i lwo pubhr eotrn,1Pn1 p~qods of t1tfffft'1,1 lt:ngU;s 

Ahv r:v't:'rdll l1R'1't' IITJl,lf. on d pvhlt\, r,tJffill•~nt pt11r>d should r,_t>m.:rullv b1;; ~u::ippt:!d Comm,1r11tr 
1s~~1t'S t11at prom pl la •g~ deb.JtE- di&serve a ro~!.lm 1h.=.1 ,s OQI -r,"lpr1vf Lil iHb rl ra1y 11rnr11uru1a11ons.. Oi,1? 
c,pqori r11:a,1 cei:uld t.1;:: cf,lri~1C,..-1t'd JQr 1mduh' lotngtt,v m!?t'.lmg'!: v✓11l1 a gr,:.,at deal of public 1as:wnorw 
•~ wh,~11 tl wouln work io~,~•,crtHy, :><~.H11,g a Sr,l'Cll•t:' c.ut i) tf 11mr fof itdJc.1~1tnn\P;"nt J11rl 1_,J le-r1ng IU 
r,msh 1'1t: ag':rH"J.j a, c1 lc.i lt:f r.lat(I:. Ther~ M,e. .r,-fhor ·..-n:iy'!:. !hat filJblc-t he.idtt-:> c-ar'1 c,,nlri:il 111~ rl1~,-u".:,.smn 
ol ("Onho¥t'rt,t,: ,:::.sves dnc1 attel'"!1pt~ at ::,ud,eoc-~ f1hhtJ<stL':-11n~ 

The Amount of Time that Individuals Are AUowe«I to Speak 
M1,e;h le-.,'=- probl~m~I,-:. 1hb11 ovcrcdl !11\11:::: 111'{111~ fr11 r,ubti1: Gt'.:itl\ml?-nl IS jhij -::-t•1 111 1~ 

of lrmus on ho~•, Jcn)1 tin~ tncJ1v1dl•t11 sneaJ<.,~f Cain u1lk. Tr11s. 1s. an othm ni:-c~s~a1•1 
rt?Mn t1t:n n,al hE-lps ensure' .-1r, orioon,in,l~ IQ• 8U WhCI w.:r.r)I IC ::.p~lc atHi c ut s. c1ov,·,, 
on .al 1~111pls. t,y 1m11v1duah· tv "' 1-c1J..e <lY-:.1' • a rih.'•f'lmg Publ1<; bo,:l1e'l c::in alssc, 1/0iunl;,,,1" 

~ricoufdE,\:" -St}tbJ,~r::. nr:i1 !c- be 1ert"L1t1ou~ "r." C'~rt tf-'qu1t:., tufgl:! crowd~ o, au~ru:h.":~~ ,i:.pr~sFnltn!; 
d PiH l•iular gto1~r• i:ir r,cral1lu:in tC! ttnct;, spoke~p€.•r:..on lo t:0n1111 f'nl f111 ;,II 01 mi)M oi 1h4,.'m 

fast Grf:e"#iCh 
TOWff Count:il 

t 0Two lhJbhr., tutr1nll'nt p1 ·nnd~ 
0!i minuh~ and 3 mttHHl·~ jh'I 1u·1·,;;nr1 •1t11'i1 pt<t·wd 
~N<• n.~~t t\("tl\'1• "dnf·on1,,, lrn1iLi.1tirtn~ 

SI S1gii•up rt:'' l~un.~mt'nl 

' 
{930 1ninu\t!>. a/lor~t,·d 1'111• LJv..· hn.1 t.:.('i.'Uun., ll) numllt''

allof•::.t,:d fin HH· :-,.1r1·n1Hi st1diu11 ~>1 pulilt~· •·ommenl,, 

Whiff: w~ lOfl'S.iOer ,ncJ1V1duPI :;p1;3k,ntf ILmt. l1rtuts lo be an apprC}p1,a1e ·~•"1E' place ::-1,d rr1,,n,,e, · 
festrlc.1101) 1o i,U1d€ a pL1bhc m~etln~ Ui~v also h,ghlithl rh& 1JhWJ~tan1ed E>ffect cf hm1hng 1ti~ 
~w.rall an1ounl o1 time for a f.•uM1.;. cornmen1 pi!ttOd II , for l:.',~mplc, ,,i phhl,c bndy ~eb :a time lrflW 
(1t ll ne~ r11111vlt?s. r~,, l<'a,h ~Jli?"cikcr hut -schea1.JIES only 15 w ,nut~.:, ,-,t1og1;:lt1er ir.,1 th'=' pyhl1c comment 
fl€1 •c <I 1hc11 meao'> HS. ltw as i1vt- ot.•op lt:" .:.:ould ~oi:'L ro :,pea~ .:11 ftie 01eo?l111~ no m:a~ t t"r how tmport;,n1 

tt,, .. ,s.~uo or ll'S ~Heel an Lh€ pOol1t.:lce 

No, ;SutprtS•ngly th05~ cubtlc bc.id,e~ t.'\'1111 an ovit.-rall hnw f11,111 tm pul1l1r. c0n1mr:tnt u~ually ?>pt:ctty 
o ,,me l1m11 rot ,nd,v•dUi:11 s.peakc:>r~ 6'5 ""r'~U, Wh1l1: 1 he r"11g~ pl I 1rr,e g_•v~n fof 1od/\i,dua!-s to speak 
lldTllifS almost au lhe pubhc bod,es we 3na;l~d set a 1,me- lm11t of ht•tween t11YO icind five n1mute,s,: 
Most s:-e1 o thrne--m1nu1e Imm 

F-1'.lf putillc tma1~ -nH,,,,n, IWJ, pLJbilc •·l'H'Tlnl~tll r,1•llt1r.ls. I 1B4S1111,111,li" !Jpn.- -t!..ap rin Ol"llr .~, tl,g "@'!;!ill.hi~llt..ly tit 

-€1V l~IO{Jfl!:U~ 

lo 

1 1 

Availabilit~ of the Rules Governing the Public Comment Period 
• Ttlt- (1n!!I 1-.s~w ,;.,e t;1.dn11r,t1"d was: tiow Wotll the public. hodi,) pL1hllc..11ad ii~ pr,hnc~

gove:rrnng publi c: <"On1TTie11l H p':!•)ple ,"J(e •.ei:i~11r,;:d t f.l :;,1~ ,, up 1n ad._.:-in;::~ Iii ~111:otii. (.,t 

vv1U +>~ l11rn(t1(1 m ho~-. loo~ lht?:t C"aP :ioµEOI-. 1he pub11i; t,od~ ..;t,01.Jld rnaht tt1A1 c-\€':11 

wt:.'Jl 1n ,=tdvar.c.c I y c11mg 11s 11,.1le!:, dm.•c11y on 01-e: W" tl er1 ;.if._t.•11,1~ Sc.,mfl city ;:,n,.1 town 
count":lli Guct, ;,!:. lhf'. 'E&sl f'1ov1dcn~E C1ly C.ounc1l 011d st"1·,OO1 tomrtu ll e,~s.. 111-.1:' !hr 8;;,ru;glan 
Sdioc,I Corom,llee, do lhal Fo, uthers - IJl..e the" Cll11llcsaiowri To~•n"I Cciu1u.-J1 tJf,d th,t- l1ni .. r,ln School 
Crimm11tt-e - thetr pc,l1i;H?S l...iHI bt k,t1111::I t1Houg_h a Im~ on tht:' rnibl,( bUdy" 's t1c,mt=fil:1~ Yi:1 o~hi,:;.u, 

4'.:'.!r\ onlv bf tound by S?iJrchm13 th ,o~Jgh th!;! puhl1c: t:Jocll s ool,ne llamlboo~ or manual fo1 thut~i:n 
-C-Hy ,..r\C! cown council~ anri ~~ .... en ':lc:11001 comrn,ttee · , we- w(H'1 .;,,able fO lil'ld corupl~\t:· puhhc 
c.cm01enl rules i.1,ww11~1e: lhe1efr.irt:' 11"\tl'~ ms:., t,;Jvt' 1/-i!r.,, ,),oblenic.111c 1:ri0 l,c1es !h:,1 we ,m'.! rm! e"L·,=m 
Lw,1;,n:- i;,f 

We $f(Oflglv ~hevo flleil -3$ ~ m.s.lhn OI poJ1cv. lhe 11JI~~ l,)1 spe,ak,ng_ r1u11ng lhE commer,I pC"tl<:>\I 

:.l1oul-d appeilt d rr~c.tly en th1:1 ager1'1os. 01 m"t1,c1pa11I c:ounod~ cand schc.,al conim•tte~s 

Ch~ andTDWn,Co11.ndb tlu111rit,.t~f• Sm.to( Bu1u11,..11i.,. Ct11111.J1,,[.-1,1J ► Q-' i. .. , r,:~'(d•·r 1,,,,1,11, liJi;:w Sl'l~•••~an• 
h.-:.intl lirng-.!Cl'INI) Poiu:mt11111,· Sc.t1,idi.~ \\'I-"§~ 0.HH!IIWl,.h· WL-~I W..-tfl,l.,I,' •. 

5':,.,01 C1n1ztntt1ee,.. C-u11\hE'•'JH1Cf rnrnl!sluwfl NJ "".Sr-orer,w,11· S<. 1f,Jdt> S!iuu• l\1Nu:tc,u1, W,11 ..... 1( IC Wc~r W:11 ~iLII 

AClU of Hhad~ lM3nu 17 

City-and Town Councils 

Three 1n,nutes 8:::inm~tcn, E.:1~1 Pr w,..,h,.:!flGt!. E:,M J?r Hupku1t:i rt Jct1ri:;,twri , 
N;,,rt;;ganseq Ne\· p 1:Hi , ~~ .... pl·( Ku1gS'1ov ... 1o, R1 r tv111Jn~ Tr.-bt111r, 

w~lft~f't 

Foi.t, minutes c,xit\SI011 

Fiveminutco; Cer1tral r ~1b M,.-JdlL" IOV,•n Fr1wtuc:.."i1 S-01.Ht'I t,;,,.,~51u~•.,, 
W.JlW1d 1/Jwr,socio..Gl 

Twatirne11eriods.to~peak E-:;.sl C.re~n'IJ..1C.I• O ani.1 5 1'Y'i111utt-~) r~-,,t I Sm1tM:,?1,J ~3 nr,o 3 
r,1111,Jl .:J-=) Wl;:'!'l""-''I>• (10 a"Od;, m1n,i1 i:.SJ 

Twq to Four minutes Ctuir,fm 

Threemfnuites 8s,iP1r,g1,'h, Bnslol Wsrmn 1 Co\•,:01, y, Crtm~ll!n (~TH'.:'1 WE'il 
Greenw,c.h li!tl t• C(')O~t)Lon, Na1ra~c111St>-P No::-r,•port Notllt 
l'.111~~1,~wn1 Pr ovJdrm,.-,e,, f•vHlon 

Five minutes f,~s,t P~ov[do.:-rtt.E Jor,,1S!iNn M1;J0!.=~1.o~o1n. f\101 ~h Prav,rlrr•t i:. 
Sr.1,n,,10:-lct w~•-itr>"d~ WOL'ri':.(d,~~ 

lwQ tin,e p~riods to spea~ 

w~ b;.!10::a:v~ nmt pUhhc- bart,~s C.c'll c.on~i,h:-1 S1t:'tlii1~ Cl ,lt'asonabh~ moi.:1mun1 rit-110.d c,I UlT\c' t1,r 
11ld1vid1.1.;l5pea.kers In g1mtl'ral -1,e 1ec.0J11mend ~ tin,€- l1n1,! 01 t1ve nunu1t=.s Ho~Yt-v~r wlten a public 
Dody oH~,s !wt, ptr1{)11S C'lf 1,m~ In tptii:ik ;it d rn❖e111'lg or wtlen tt\{!f~ :::IJ(:, a !:>U lf1r~•~nt r1urnbet elf 
soeak.;.•1s. al anv rnePtmg thd.l ,v1iu!d 01<1kr q f,.,~ ,i,11n~1f( l1r11,f unf.:11able fa• hotfl th.,. p11b"r. bodt 
anrl nuri,E•l"ac~ n1ii"l'l'lh~r~ .>fttj par1rc,ponfs, nus hm 11 r.o:1-n be st1or1t:<rtt:'d l t'l dr'ly ~rlualrcn howevl.'r 
1f1d11o1du..J1t spi::!:~kers f:ihouli1 hf' dUOWl:H-:1 m., lt-ss 1h.t t"I 0Hh m111utb io ;:.p~a.,_ Suell o n1,1,,n11n·n t$. 

fl~t:P.'.>5ti•y to allow 111dMi,h.Jdls to mah~ 1heir pc,1mr. cogently anci ~·.t1tJ\out b~1n,g ,~,shed 01 COtnSt: 

1f lhe:re ciH• 11e1y few :..pt:aJ.i~rs. 1he- put'.lhc body :.h(Juld cr,1v:,1d-i:1'· pmv,d!ng mtHf' 111qn irne, 111,pul.e.<.. 
101 tomr,\iFtrits 

Unhl Oc.lClb~f .,, ~,. 1um1~ 5Jlll'h••=''' ,,...,4, l •l" 1QI} had- lir1lf.111'1!'~ tJ ... llll'li<IJt.1,oll\"Vlll •llc.hfnt•ulnd•v1a1!nlii 11!:i'i.pi!!~I, 
tot ~ l'llll'lLI\QS d111/1'1~ lh"' lWl'l ·r,.1.1.lh,: (:Oftlmem" pt;!tllln!; 11 tilt Ii.I r;,iJ gl tnMhn~;;: 

Iii ACLU al Rhode Islam, 

Recommendations and Conclusion 

' Q) 

i 
D 

[I 

All tlt-; anti town ctiunc1t'i.. 8Hd c;.chool n:im111llh.•C!i, shovld 5,(•t &Sl(h.• ttrll~ at 1hDlt 
meelings ro, public commfrn 

As~ ganer311111e- ovvrari , ♦ mli IH11tts 011 a p\Jt)lic. ct.-mnwr,1 p(l-11,0.,;:1 should be st-(app~4, 

all hough dec1s1ons 10 ~nd maet1ngs at a 'Sftt!C1ftP.d ttmi! :1mO 1:?.:orh'l:!ne .bl r1 lat.er dal~ 
may be- a v1ahlt' cphon lo .!!\l'Old rnarn~h•tn seo;;':-1Qn!:> 

f.•\1bl 1c. bod1e:i can ci.;,n~•~•:, :-it11 11n~ ,;:11e:1:s;cmabli: m..:i11rnt1m p1.:11od ol l•m1:. rot 1nrt1vrdt1c:i! 
spea~E:f!:i In llili:nE.r;al w~ r~r,:t11rr1,:,nd a 11,n,e l1m1t cf l1Vi?. mu'tut~$ Howe1Je1. wrien a 
public hody o fl 1=r~ twri p,..n(1d:s or 1mii' t,.;, speftl,t a\ fl r11e:..01Jrig 01 wh~~ •h~r=- :H~ ~ 
sutf 1,:1~nl nt11J'lhe, c,I ~p~c:1ii:e r.s a! ciny n•~elm~ '11al would malo.ot" a f1vt' mmulf" hm•1 
unr.en.;hli!' k>r t1ei th t11F.- p1.Jbh< body 11nd :!u•jn:nc~ rnr.n1b~rs Jf'ld r,i:11!1c1p,,nls ;, thto::~ 
rnwult: tir'f1t hn,11 5-l)Ould bt' cons1deied 

II 1eas1l1le 1,nv1ng tv',O public corn111~111 p1=r1ot1s. Ot"l1t. di 1111?- b._.gir1n1f1~ tmd m'IP M 1he 
e,,d o11he rneelmg, 1s •d~al 

S,gn yp req\11'rt1ments 1rnmed1Dtdy p,,o, to a ,nechng rnny bf.! '(l~labhsheid. but peoplE 
who havt:: no1 signed uo .should ~fltl be ~11,1en 1he tippo,-tu111ty 10 speak al ,he end al 
11,e com111enl persocl. 

lndivujuals sllol1ld nc.11 be r~q1J1red to sp~·i()" tn ad~Dn,::~ of o tr•~1in~ lh1t lo~1,s 1ha.l 
thlfly Wr5h tc- oddres:i 1 riti, shouli:1 lh~re be~ !1m11 0'11he f'l11mh1:H r.tf loQ1c'$ th1;1y ~" 
!:iddreis w10un 1 he t1rne period a.Ootled Io lh~m 

wh,I&.-- 1\'s app,op,rnte 10 ~ilqrJ€-st pt"Oplf! lo adote.ci.F.. only matl~rs U1al bu:iadiy 
COll$1HJed, ,~11 w1u·u1, tt1e JUflSdtC.1H)O ot 1ha pu1.:lt1t;"" body, no htnll~lil"ln'& (,111 rh-. t:.Oll1rmt 
ot t.arnme11ts ~hould b1: ,m;.,o~ed \:ias~d on..,...t,dhN tl"it<tc..r,,t.: ,s or is n.ot on the-agenct~ 
af anv given meetrog 

Puhllc. Oodmt can r,;tqu~~I lhat t!'e;skeu; ht' •espedlvl ,;;,nd cQurt~ous. Y'~hP.fl t~lk1t1.g, 
hdl t.r,e ~flly iper.1l1erl enfo<cPahl~ l1m1tat1c.n should h~ 11,~: "-P~~ers cannor bi:: 
c,,:-lualty d1i:;n1p11ve of tl,e m~tinP.:. r11r1hier tht" rlJsrtJfJ11Ve ri:.;,ctroh at th•· audie:oc~ 
c..o()not serve as lhe has,s io, 5,ler'lcrn~.a rion-d1sn1Phvl' '!!-pt-ti+.t!, 

Any ru/h goverror'f.g t~ie put.Ile comment period ~ such as the cimr.nJnl ol ltmi;? •haj 
1ndw1du.&lt; hav~ 10 spi?aJ.. - :..,1vuld lw Sl'r'i'C1l1et1 tin lh~ a~~nlM, 

Wlii! 1Je-1,evr mes!:' f'r::'CCmmf'1ld&11ons:ar'I::! no1 ontv 1eASlbh;,, to t-riocl. but c11r1r~I fo1 e1liw111g the btsr 
oppo1tu"11hesJ01 pubf1.c. p~rttc1p~110n Ul loc,1j go\fE.-,111ntc'n1 We ,;(t,c,ngly e,,cuurng~ alt p11bUc h~rHt'S 
lo laici' -sleps lo adopl lht>se r~c.o,nrmmdat1om. , ,f 1hey Jtl'.. flt>t ulrti~rly rn pli;lc.a 

18 
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· lt-.• aata f0t ,1'1!$ .i:1tpio11 w""w ~oilj'l'.te:o a,nd $HJ!l1uied 11., /IC.U.hu1,tr 111111'1'1tlf!r:J ',11'.'gan Kha1ch.lR-01Jff~n .a1r,t1 l~ 
(;f'il)l,,iit~h 

ACLU ol Rhoae ISiand 

No 

l'r' 11. • 1:ua,µ w 1-ch1,J\1, Trii."-~ 1=,,~,:lL•" 
l:l\_q., ~111 -1tii, 1,1C1i:1 d !>-J(l •1!tp, 1U1-

'l'l'._ bul h~ i;,---11,1: h1111b P,\~c-nl t'!: 
·1'1111,{)()'fll"l'ftl u:rtr.f,nc•nide-, 11110 dt"i;"llf\lln 

ll"l~lt'l,1t•c Milty flt ,,_ i,tr~.-dlfl(,. 

/ICLll ol Rhode tsldn,;;t 

Avail6titilh ct Pubilc: Poin1 Ourblt! 
C:ommonl Rulo Moollnt, 

~ndt1f1tdlc:1t.u: 
fllQct>.al::i fflak.,nl(, , 

~01'!l"ie"llS. 

.i.,._1 ")u f' IM f OI"'"" .. ,. .. ..... , ... . ,. 
-.u,111,11,1- f• hl,t 

I '"• •- " · ., ,,11 

fL!t!ll!.!.wl.l 
~l'l ~ 

t11,.J,,1;Jioun 
.:uu~ 

..i.r= 

WhlonP'ubh, 

Occun 

f,' ,. 1.11, I 
•1"•·1,11111 

.t;J;."".l'l lr11l1l .. 1I• ! 11., Ei.:j;1•,'>"'f ,ll I 

11"1,11111 .-.... n,,.-, 1ntl rt,1 1 
n•:c,,,1,1,,, t"'91."~,i;:o 

t.a...1/QUC..Vl:1 a,.,41Mrnf_otllll 
~ll. erm 

~•~whirs.. 
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S..m~I• Ag,i,ndllt 

-··-·~-~ _._, -
-'---~.#.•..!.I...L...!:..:11 ... -..I:.... 

.t,l.L.!,..!-~ .... ------~_.;.....,, 
~~j 

U.. ' e 
J........~ 
i:...'~ 

-L...l.u . ..k_._..........1.J.i 

t:Uu ·(t.,, 11·1 -n,c,·• 111 
•·10• 1 ,;;:..,,.1u • . 
'" ·1•c- ..._ .. ,:t+,• !I ) ~- ,. ¼: 

IJ!,.._,,.b....., .:......!..-__.....i.J,-l. 
Jl..1.._;.,.lw.l,l..u:.:!- _z~~\ 

•• -~hU 

·11rr ··ew· rnt:flt m ~ 
~ 

ful\ rnu111;_,,, ,u ~ •- a• I JI q 
o ntt ~ ... w,..n;,.,&ce,;w1~......_.....,_ 

~wl2..I.. 

fr.,! flt hra1 ·J1 
~ 

1.tntDLll..:u.'t..1~, 

8!(1t111/11ll,fi1tc1 ilti:i'IA'.'' - ·,- IC Pf 1f1..-,1l ••hl[ 
...,.,f 1.4\a,•~··" ·· ,~ ")r'?Y,c-:.,;,J~ •r J .1~ 

"'..;...L.,_~,,i;.~l t .l ,11.ji t 

~ - '.u. • ,,,.,1,1 
~.ll..!.J 
~ ·l .U.UW..WU..i... 

~j,~IlJ.A.ut..:~itr.MU.:.:1,u at!.. 
l.nJ.!!L~l~~JN: 

• 1::r1~ n r ,th r 
.J...U:. .. ~ ....:.....1>..:.,..~ 

......._;..1.;.LL • ...£~.-=··-

21 

Appendix A - City and Town Councils 
1q acef"& all hyperlmks mduded in thM appen.d,.t. pl.?a.~, ~er. ,:Jur digital 1.1ers,on at rmdu.org, 

Cl1y,lmo.n C.out1c!I louil Tint" t.;:,1 rt1tu, Ulftrt tu, 

Jlutlf'ltoh 

Ch,trh11rtewn 

Cc.v11m,1 

Cu_t,:i_lwr10'ntl 

:m 

to•·unu:mU lndl..,ldo.101 Put:hc- Cammentt. 
Comn1•11h. 

J .,,,n:Jlf·& "'4VDt> 4,1JN:lttCCI Tnp1: ""1 .. 1,1111,11:I·, vr, 
'Tt,ill-tLI, 

r, ..... ' II •l!•·.J f • t•'··'I ' m,1,1, , I•, .. l•t• -'' h~ 1 ... L ~.,, , , ... ~ I .. JJ 

1l')tLr _,.rt'..ltf,,.,d '/ "lln.il~{,,•1ly 

l~ffltl'Nlnfc,rlt1)fl\3 
1'tCl1M'C'tf\dJ 

.ti"1ng f,~ p,,bhi. 
('.Q1tu~iP1NltO li} 
n11fl1th:s to1 Wfflrn2 

r.mrl!Tll"mr'tt!1IQrt 

JIJrwn ,u 

·.1t1te(l 1"("c,,mdl 
R11itH} 

.Jm,nuT'8fnl tJ,.,1 
~•~5rTnl'l-i .. e 

•1"1 •r·IIJ por1aGI . 

.l,,, ,,nr 

n• 11,1•e, ;11,1 flfN .1: 1, 11 to 

"" Mt,ci..sJ.gri rn p,io1 ro stan. or 
~•o'thr,h iltst.,d, 11'11'.0iJPCil •ulb, 'Wt 

nGloft lrC~nct.,1 

,, : :,;._, , , , 1w1o • aw ... li l,1,. ~~ 
•·l•I ti \. ~;!!'I l j II• d !•l l) ~f. 1, l >1 ,,, 

,~1,vtcJ• .J ,, , G1JJrtC I r 1,·•i ,ll, 6• Fi 
•n11,,;1-•• r,1,0, tu , ,.,,,.,a ~,.,.,1 1\11.1•.1 

!nttl;;· I• .l!,l" l•IJ 1 r• )•1u ljn,J 

Tuf)1r.nnf&l•~1\'Yt' 

!tr?,Cn.::1.-A 

1tfl"l( ,l l( '->f l.,\, 4j<".\•• 

p,-11~ or>c oo l,l!.C-MIJ 

11 ri, L;•u•,.n• /,;,1 r1i,1' 

"( "t'l,IJ It; I.~ 

f-.ro Oj\µo,h1l1,l1~ \0 

-CJ\o!.J•11tt<"•1,1fti1.rvL1 
llllJ'Tti;;;;!"'don.,lmrrrm-

lillftlnd!ll•Tul'lf, 

Twn111PP,.l1111rufle1;tn 
iPtilkcmru11•.g"l!t>d4. 
11'1fl J"d0~">flllll)' 

,.ibl;!C' 

ACLU ol RhoM lslanci 

aty/TiM"'C.U..d T.tarTint•fi:Jor ThMLlt,tttf'<l• Umlh on Conhnt ot 
Co,.\.,nepb; 

ExuC(I• 

Gloc;1rsto. 

)oh,_.n 

ltftCOhl 

UtdeComplon 

22 

0..M,...nb h,cf ... W.wl Pi.ibtk. 
e. ......... 

'r~~ "'··••ti1~;t~,lr1.1ti.e.su1,111 
;.,,dti t'3Wn Cl~1k t1~ d:t/1, pr1ot 
IC ,ntf1111s. !U,J·,rog fOjllC IOhk-

ai•1 , ,.,,~tL 

r,.u 

f-'V•.,PP,::., l "• 'lt• 1 .. 
~,,-.:,C r1 u~ Pf• ,.~1(];, 

11, .. , .. , ,,10('1'f;)o ">•• 

f..1,, 11>,Lilio 1.11,nt'TMlt1! N~ p.,bl1f N~ 9'111,ltr:..:"(,tT11"1~1t1 prr!h-d Fti"f.•!1,:d fl• fl'iblot.<.'09nrtt"111 

t,1!1kKf,pt'd11Mi com.-~•••• l)e1J(IIJ ►• • •4ild•;,r:i:lf',r,d 

!!:••"• Ii• i'l l., tj•,:t 

.J'I • lt>Jllt r, t II!• 

F11t•!l l \•1 f ll'U 

Y, .,1 ,1111,, , i,.. -l k 

111 ,.,t, , h•ll 1,, •1!1 
r~,\I , 

~~1t~ 

(~· IA,.,., •4 lm II 11,..,.ttt'"-.J' .:11 

ll.~~t-11", I> 1;\11 ~ .. , 1oc,. ►111,n 1 Fpuu 
... ,1 ,1 1 11 ,111 ... , ,tl\1 • •I ) , t.,, , '' 'It' 

Yr M,~'JIII,. 11 
11111<( l~Plt V. IKJ1 J,.

(,., ,,1t•lll'l'tit1!9 •1I• 

• , .1111,11 ,~••• IIIH. t 
I tu lHl>•l)I~, Mw,1 

I ,,11wi.:,. 11 1111 • 
h• ~-' ., • . I .,.u ,uc;_ 1I 

trf,1hlllt('C. ll 11Ap ' ..... 

·111t,1,; , 1 lt,,?,,T,1""ltllll' ' 

1, 1! 1•1·•l11t 11 . ,, ,,o; • 
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,-,~11blltt!I' of llublk ~ 0..nl'II. 
CanvNt,I ffuJ., ,-,,....-ftl 

\.."" rl'1 ! •!• 1l••• l l.i1,4u1., 11 •• tnnJ r.,11 O:Fl''•I• ~~ 
(,.' /t ,,r. Cl(<\jhf l Ii ,1~.I.M •l'l~ i -uftl , ,, , ,1111 tit' :t.J..J.!1i:l. 

111l•~ • -r:1l·u;,,.111r..1,,.,,.r;, ,, ,1cr.n, , .. 11··'",''* 
111 .. ,1,J,~ •t.1•!-oi.,\, lu.1, 

Nn 

v,~. In t"u,mt.ll r.ilt.."'$ ~Atty pirt5lll1111.11J"I\@ 

pjf6i,r,;;i llllf.ifll('l(,!\l n,rfland;of"IJlllCffl{,11'".! 

~I .,.11y !h .. ~ ii>"..CUtll.- bf>•\11n'n I'- •hll~ 
1tdatc~.n\l lt1E- T,1¥111 Cci.1t1Q"I "t.Ult It,. 

~ltf>'Qd' fnul, l11r:~et \+.1d,er,ev '1'-'ror, lhi! lO,'in 
Col•r,,-IJ Jtll,,um,t,1,og ,.,,tt-.....riern,!io_.,.,,, 1r, 

cr,mlll\uf' t-ef,t ... •\l~.d I•~ ti P7\•J.Pll\'f ,..,1.r ' 

Vli'lo t>l iL wi,trt'f'! .,. loih lUJ I~ - r th T<'~ ll 

\..l),,lllC•l i,:,o.- 111nl r. 11• rnn, ""ll,(,,f'!, 11-W,10,,.., 

.. •111,t ., ill t; ltl~i>ll: l f ,I /. ! •• ;rl \ ,,11,,11 1 dlll l' 
,,. 1, 1,,,1,: J :•,H1'1'r,:,111 ,1 l n, 1l,,n ,1 pr• •, .. , • 

--< •· 

~,u, -po1l!JO!t■ ui111g.J,r,of.-n11v1 "!JMOgmv In 
pecil0r,ti1 al t...c'9 r:11" o~ht,fJ"'fi-11 4~1t'ltt"l>,fh::(1 

tu ti.I' "',n uf 1.rrlt" l!'( Hil.'I" Pi~:!:nf~nl WIW.1. 
t10;d•'l'ti'i'1LJS th~ C"•A~[ 1'1111~ tµ;. ;;i-.,d 10 ~ta"'° 

ch1m111nd(D11.Ull-jo,,;frt1~p•1IJlilfl 

11•,;. 11111 o3 .. ,.1 ,~,, ~n tl~ •" 1,1 ~111, .r mwl 

, ~,1 11r uu .. 1•ia.sv , II ,,. :hr ~.,j~" il f~- -,, .J 
,.,-.-, fµ~ •.J&t\.!, I m,,hr,1:.r u•:.J ;.-.-6,-.J 11 rn:.r.•l 

.. or"<ti.•.ie "'~ II[\/ r;,I •101,l 1,.,-;u,~ ,;(lf'I J 11C l 

r, 1, , J ffl \j ~ ll• '!, ti I. l lh ~ I J.till l' , ,;;;; ' 

,•;,~ 1•1tl« lJ•• •J , ti Jo' ''•""I 1,.11 m; thm,. S'Petf~lfl 
,,~., ,.f, ,r,, ,, ft,, ... •ch,·1\ . ..... tll ~11(1•1 • I' c; , 1, I 

,• 11.J.-l!" "'1• 

.,., J. ·11, ... u,1,q,'ff111;,1 · :-i•,-.,~.r--" J.w 

't:t,1111..1· ! II" "'~"-1\'I! "' ,,,,,,. C.<J 1• HH,j, U'lU 

'''&t••·Cl<1rrt.l r1••lt•11J,,&·· q l 11nr,,rw•o:.11l •;,1in, 

fl ,lt1o•l ,' ,,..., , l•"U l! •l _. 11 

Nb 

'rK hlll\fl!nil't,C~l!,c...~~.!f1~n.l 
HIii •f'nfc.-tC(r (;C(IQI ~'l64i:tt:-01,JM c,1r,or-at.11 

P''l!"JJUi 1,, 111 ■ Tiuw1• C.1"1r'ti:tlCt)oll1,,fl~ ~ 

f 11 ',I • •1, , /'"lr-.•:tl _Ji~II lit 111,t~,:::.• t el .IM 

~1•d 1,:tl,ltC' 1•, j1,l l Pl'II \11<., ,r,. n ,ht,rt>: I' 

"r'f'i•, , nrd 1 1► n,., C!,.)11 ,,, 1, r,~ ... ,,,111,i:.; ' JI 
I!·• '{• 111 ~ I ,r JIJ'l a. I•• 11¥ ' "'111, L., f ••1 li lt ('1' 

I'· '• ••(l '1'1 tti t ... ~•.I i.c:i; , ',;f,flli• ,1r,1~ ,.1 (.f 1,., 

1••5:c,(,o, PCUiD l ►l 

,_, •~ • J • ' ' "' .., ,,,.I'-'' • • , ,,_,_ , JI 1 

111"' j:JIJI,, "111<H µ,,,:i,'1 l ti\ -• 1\f ,11111}"1 ,• 
•)~JI •Jfll'l • ... M .. 1'1, • I\.,., "I• ,;-,~ •••1 ,.,, ••1 •• lt" 

t, , . u,1, olii , J, •1••/ ;,c.,/ ,.111,!I J, ,_ i_ 

'l't-., ''lhtt Pui11mml l\hl'll! S,llt'!IW- dfll,Tirum 
ul\d 01dc.•1 (Ind 1,.t,1111 l,1ao111 Jhl! 11.tllM.)ll!, \l'.I 

ltfl~e: r.-•mwed ftc,m !In ·T(h'f11 CV11l• i::1l 1<1oc'f'l:n!. 
/'llll)"itllit.lt<th-<rfil"tflhl"'tl'<1tn., p11I 11;;11\,d 

El•lY'(h~ •l11:t. r1Jf(,'fDI d~")lurl\ J1t1'(1rd111• 

"•!"'! ·f,fk,_ .. l••nl ,._ j 0 11,,r,1,,. , 1.: , , k',r., .. 1 

11~1.1u • , 1, t •" / If'" '-'I l,iw .. •;i:;; 11•,l ll,, 
( •l 't' 1,,'.o~•nri l H"' 1,,r: , ,111;; ,. 1· ,,., Ir; , ,.,,1 ·"·• 

.h ,11 -.•,h.a1, i J'(' ol~ /l1,; I_, . ·t,,,.-y:I 1,, 1" '1 •-. •"• 

•h · ,~ 1,-1,,,1. •,1C,,,e.,., .. .., ,1 ·•••p lm1 

~ 
t.L~Jg.~1-c.ii.~,t 

1,11:i!._c;,{•,-. 

;,It .11 

~ll~·~:~~~~L 
+ ,,., .. ,., , , lei!, ,~ .:....... 
ai;,,~. 1-i 1,utt.m 10" •t 

.U.\.:o.:1.uLI.: ,1 ,, ... 

lu.....l..!l!!.U..aflt...nn 
i....b!.Jr.tti;!Jl.uJ;,N . .!.o:!.lta 
u·J,•t...J ,, ,, ... ,, 

"'~"'" f.!!!·> 

l(ll!tll Coo.c 11ud111ei1. 

r,1lu to• f'>t1loms OF,er
f 111t,n11.,, b"11t1d~ 

ijlf::e\.~•uhl:n11.11,1:;,i,, 
Pmm t!!'S,l!t~rc,.,,,ir .. 

11•HlilJC':...__ 

~( 

.A;. ,.tJn 

• .,.. ... .,,Mt)IQfPIIMk: 
Calftffl•tttlll-, 

~!!!.l!:!'it!Jd. 
.'fl!.!.:~~L 

11,11i.:...1 •1-. 1• lt.11,..i.i ..!lh1 

...!.;..il!, ~-.:-i~•.l!ll 

a!.!.!!.l!!...?!'!ll!.U~ 
Wct!wl Jtill·_ 

"" 

•· F.ol ~. ,. L. j 

JJ.l..!.:...!..LJ..ku. 
lr,!.(u!u:.~ 

,:,rf, .f.t,; ,.,.,, ., , ... 1 ... 11,, 
ti~ 

No 

lli :.1 b•b•1c j)tl11t11..i1 

1 · .. ••·••I• :! 1•l 

~ 
~~ 

'J"lllK?Ji{ir: J1l11r,'· 1w 
"tm1m·u1 1,m · ~-w ~, 
t:~(!Jl~, 
i:~~-tL 

,•1tc ;, ,h:ll'.i:tl 
.u-:.!.1-.. ...!!...._l !.!!!J). 

l.!.L..!..:_ .:.;.. 

!il...J~ .. !~ ll!. 

' l1 ...,J,:.'..~•~ 
WJJll:.~•!!!..ll.l 
..l..!!.lU.:.-..u:.t 

..... p~ 
eo,r1,fflet'lt 

Oct:Mi• 

be ,, 11,n1t ~-'..t!... ... ~.-!-~ 
~: ... !..LtuiHf.:; ;.,]Lll •. JJ!.t-..J,:.,..!..~

- L ~J!.'..:....J...JL-..L:.....-....i. · 

!iWl-,~i!.~f~"tlUo..:~,..zt 
~~.IU.lf.!.~~-! 

f!t,grn, ••<1 f'lfll ] lJJ._•-!.. -" u ~•--
•• i hl -,\ 11 ft'lt 

•,•d11l <1 ,,1 
u"'"u,,,f, 

N'lt~IICbltllll 

~11~, ~1,b(1r 

.. tlfflWWnf11trlltl'fl 

lf,~1l1L.11,l..u:I 

Ps~tvtiiaol 
, ... ,, ,,11, 

P.m.Duri-. -· Wt.•llubk 
Onm""nt 
Ocaa, 

li e:, n-d c.~,1,.,11 

111,.1p..lll• 
(.! ,,,,1,<.•'ll P~i l ,1 
.~c.1, 11,..'1.r.1,,1 

l)l!'rfl'tf!l'l€,•l1 tl 
o?"'d 

~•14'""''•,ift',J-111 1· 
,rl1,,111F,rd 

o,-r--,,. ,1 ,.111 11; 
,1 ,, P>1 .,: .. ,,.r, 1 

l\'•fl lt. • • ''It 
f"'1V<: 11 ,1ta.• I 

/'i. 11 "111/~Jll"' t 

u..._1 ~ ,l,J.~ 

fl~:1•1e n1U"'11fk1 

I• CU'"l1•• h •I 

lli '~"' .-u ' lilJ 1.'.W 
-'J~ "'. 1. "' 'J,,J.L: 

• i:[' 1!!•C ft"f7':it7'1 ... i'( 

~!~.$.IU:,hi.!~!.. 
..:J~l.,'.J.[_~1.U.J.. 

~•!•-~;..j.rtt!A. 

h JL ' ~ 
bc....:]L-liC::.._l____j 

1illll..L.~C:.'1.1l;.•..i.U".h; 
f ,~ .,. "lllii"'ll'J;J"~• 

.,l,!J---41~1• " .i:.._ J , ''•a . ..,, .. ,-Nr 
(l;-;l..,t,,l,Q t t~ ,,1 t::,.•.!J,H: 
:a..;.;..:.~.~~ 
~~J.~ 
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~.....1,.~• •• ...!...J..ti.:.L..1..J..:.L 
t:, l' •jj /• IJJ_;_,_ 
r 1• J~.,,1 p·,r, t·.,•J I' 

:J.Up'f;;:-t,1~.U:,.A,4:.,~.!llill.l•~ 
...._.1.,'1,,ll~-<'l,:~...,b!..ti':'!l5-•• - 1 

•ll~-'t~':lt.~ 
~...r11i.i.m..Lil~ 

~-~ 
.... ~..'.J.l'-~t-~.sL 
• .,.l,.l...l..L._ .. '· . _, 

'.J,li..;,...u.:;;..~4/.L....;~ 
I.· .. 1~1 , , ,~r. ,..,. 11· 
~'..;.;.:1:.t.:.tr~;:;..d 

_,_,_, .. __ L.J!. 

..-_:L~!~~~~\l!.j .. , 
•• · • .l.11 .. !'..1::>!Lr.r.~:..t.-l:..!.:: 
"'.:..!. t_ - - I~ , I '/11 

l:.1-!UTJ:~W~~l~, 
•=,,,.'I.U!Qll;;,~..::..-.L..:!...r 

~'\;lc..!~~t.Ll 

!~ . ..W-~l-;..- ..!!!. 

•.J.._.,_.._u_.....:a.,~ 
l,---~~ 

Qt)/{fOW'ICow,cil "f.,_ll!lln.n.fr,p nm.Umt1fH u,nlVi>"Cci•l"ltot 
Dom-

l\l;UrlolfilTISlltl 

N~Shtt"b.lm 

fllot" t h Pr.P\rfd1mctt 

CttifTown Cou11dl 

rt1,;;hmoncl 

Sinfthh• ld 

Th1nrtcm 

W.mm 

WouWa rwidi. 

......... 

26 

Cofflf'Mllta. INlh,W"11,11f PwWlcr 
__ ,. 

l)-:,ct. >1 C.'l'ltJo:0 ,• ·J lfr l\::Jc;I .il ' 11• 

II ~ ,,, r - H1• · ! 1 ,q:11t1n r t:, i ' he! 
I'"• a, 1-.,11 ) I' ,.·!., hl l 

-~ ,. "' ,1, • 

lfl rt •c•1•t!...,(• ., r, 

l 1 l • ll ·t1tl<..Jll ' l t 

, 111-t •"I C>11ot 111• 

I''"' !1h ·•l1 

co 1•11•.•1•1 l t.'l1I U 
i,·••1 .. ,1 

3tt,.t1,,1.,..., 
ff'!.~M-V,!"~fo, 

oolhPi.~llc f,t11.;rr, 

,,. -_,.,,,, 

YlrJ. M,,,1iiigi1,11p,rt.ot IG='•" r-f 

""'~f'.•<t: 

~. ~ •• I 'I.Ii" II ' .. , ,..,, ) ~1 ... ,i I\, 
,,. 11_.J. • 1.1 1f•~1, IJt► "i:,.,f •·' 11. 

lw til• 11in.J lt•t'l!,xl f.t.t •n•l'JnH-.J• 
,, .11l ~" ·~• t. :,.•.11 1 ,,t •11~• 1m~ 

•,• •~ , .. ir <1 .. ,. ••• 1 , • t 
,,,e,1t\G1.,ir "'licr,,,,. 

,.r,0,11 11 11 I~,- ·1•;• ,,, "I 

f,'lt.-, •••l,u:' 111••11 ,111•1 
j,,,i.i,1,1, ... 1,n,,r ,, L, 

,-,11,, ,,,,,., 

rJt,1,Jl 1l•, r:1.J.r,• -,r• •f 

I•"", ~I ll!~ I n l 

T..-ou~~Cu•111-..i.tt. 
~o.!U UIJF 1H .. J«lld,i 

m!mo; ..,1..to,..,rtir1111T1• 
-,wrr,rf,111,t<n• 

t,, ,,,,;,,, In,, ••••h ,l f. 1• 

~£"'t<,{T, C',. _,l'l't 1I },l ,o l 

f1,,"";.ptllC:"l!1-,lll 1 

f'i•• r, ,(,I I n,,.,.,,t 111 t .".} 11 1111 ,1: N,, r •tlll r.'.'"'•"1'"'' 4,i'r 1<·,a ... ~ c;,1., tJ 1', r, f'• 11\ ! iT'l"1Tl1~·11 

,,, ,11 ,.-1 •-1 11 •~11 .. , I" '"•~! l r•,<IFnf r•1• t jlJ.l! .,,, -· , ... I 

r ,,.. ,11,.,., ,.,1, ,:,,0, 
1, io' 11,, , IJ U,:,•11, I<' 

11 1'1+ 11vt,or' tpr,_.; n iri, 

llf"ll ••lll• · I •lmm1 t• 

11•l• I 

l':.11 .,, ,111"• !.(p•• 

II"' • >lj- .,(1/H ,.,I ,. 1 

111 1,ilHtl\uu J.1•r ,-. 1 

' hC • 11 ~1f 

(",11 .. n ,(111,:,· I 
i ""Jl' , •:. ,,,,..,n l J~ 

h utl!-11111, u, 11111 
,... .. 111.,, ,r 1,w,11 

h ... .M.1 ont4! • 

'IP,' 11111'.11 

lliMUfhKtor 
lndMdwtlP'ublki 

"""'-
f)" lll"F •It~ ,, O ,.. , • 
l•.J~ ,,1,111111 ,1, ll 

1111 ,1•11, , l,-pL1l.rl 

11• 11,.. •1..c:r,ffi('1pt .. , 

r111 11 ,,11!, . n ·,, 
tll'!·,, ... '}.111 11 , .. 1.,:, 

; m1ru1•~ !can 
"'B'"'t".-l'IOml,Jt 
d1~r.:iliCr1,or 

c-~mcA_pr.t"D1dE"r:ll 

'Sffmuln 

:i 1111111, e-s nwl 
, 1 ,-r;f .. 11\,i" ., 

1t1uffi l,, • wtt: 
C· 1•ul:IJ •l• 1, 1,,ll 

I. "If., 1'. .. ,. :o 

l •l•\I.J I ,_ h_phJ -. · . 

' '"""'' 

kom, 1r1H•r<r.....; 

10 ,J\inuf(N Al . 

l'>e;i.lFl!'lll~Wor,J~,S: 

ttol•••r•c~ .ti'"'~ 

li,r, .. ... ... 

ACLU of Rhude Island 

"fwa, ~18f• 111 p1•r•) k• Urn •tm ! lll 11"1~ 

ll"t .. 1int M,1ot 11p•cll, llll\1,1~ ! 
t1!1't>tltllt.; oo&'ht't!: 

h ll r.~ c:,. I Ht_J: 1Cl1,ll(ll C,Jl l)•1 ll f 

n= 1, r,~ 

r,r,. Wtl llE 1.1;10,t••n li,c~t i"' 
prov!i::ltd, 11111 pm~r w,,,.. d'.!l'ei 1rrir 
l-1(1)' 01.J bill .,..,,,,r!i ,l> ,p,e J• ,w111,~ 

.Jlk:iv.ffdlt.ido,:11, 

u~~'.;•: •~~•.: -~·~:~t~'..1., 
,ft,•.t.• .:fJ•!l•J:r1,U;i;:\u 

1(1 11H! 11 ••U J'o,• ,i jtt~ " 

To~u .111:I •lm,t,d)' 3,i 
• lilir-t!il& 

'111no1H, ~~11 lumlr•" 
lui;n,.•AI-.. r~n:.!.l,,1,1 
or,1t,1,1 ll8:(ll)U..ctt,, 

1M i;ddra..-it"it.+I 11',t 
~•+,,n//1l{OJlr.1itl'ln>l!l,lli1 

lt'P1e'i~U11!:.t6&-ndi•'llfl, 
bt .;,,.frJu,~s,t!-J '-llrrr.ac11 

.a,&imd;.Jlli'il'L 

f:S.t.V i l- 4'11'rt' IN 
.i1i,,p .. ,1 w., ... .-,r.,1, 

l"!/il•"'l'f l 

'fi" I 1"•,l/j,1 1,! >:-W,; 
""·Ylu~t.11 •••~•.••!IC, 
";-;·1111.,,,1-Cl"'• rt•u ld''. 

•1. ,,,.,, 1r .. ,1,n1,1• ~ l:.!,.L,: 

t b~ I ' 

Twc, GiP:OOfluniPk~ m 
~PH-k. O"i" g,i-ag~"'rJ• 

lll'fll,, ...... lJ,.nrl,,11R":11 

iitlH•daRe;iit.. 
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l o \flt- ( •• /.1 11' 1 (\ II!\ "l"t I C/-,,~;)11•1 

r:U,c, , • ,- 11 ... •dt !•1·1J 11 11 " ,1 1 1pr. .. l•J1 • 

ll•""l~•n , 'O'h lf I••·•·• (·,1•l,,,!., 1•t ln,, I I ,,, 
, ,t ~( .. r . J:~•:1 •r• .i ,1,pc• 1'11,u "'..,,.,,,.,.1 ,1-<i u , m e 

r; , ... ,,,.jl 

tpw, P,rt1..c. li.Jl>J\\C1 III ,;.,tnl!' IU\l;I!~ !;)' (JVlll1-.. <!:f 

<o,ni·••,,.,...,"i-...:,r~ 

1-uC., ,. ,J ,,1 . ~• IU~l1'1,• , L,j,t I'•), 

,i\t1,,1.,I I! t ,t'o/•J. ·,J, n, ,1<;fl 1,1 ,, • l'li!tlu\>l•'-·1 ►, 

i~m1,, t, . ~ •>1(1\ , ,.., ,,, r~ l"! .a-r, ilq " ,.,. ,,..,,: • 

'1-" c;rtl'\IAllt'!i:I ,n;:v1111-:,.1! t,11==,, "ll,.1;~~•~ 

,J.oll !1~ .::11,;ul"uJ.'f lfl !h;,,11 l;,1tti-.t~~ 
1fl\fdA!l."ll1fl'tO(I,\ 31'ld ~h-a\1 nap_.J1A.!,&1' ,r, 

,,, 1111ra1.,.. r,r c11mwr11t rm ~~111t11r,,~ .._, 
'fl.d\J-lS:~lti d"'tW!lOty ....,1a,b 11r'k'-t.1f\..o.!lltCllU 
lulo'-iic,!tue~· m,,.mbe1.aolU10<.1,u~,I -

" •,. - 1 tu tr, .., w.;1~,11 1 • .-11 "fil1,t.(.l' r,ro,r ;,1,a 

I ··'' "" " ''"•''11 1"1•,,l1 11- l ,11 (\JJ • 1l u1t-loll,.,,, 
., , , D••l~~n !f:ioftun.•h l" •'1 6 t'.1 : r.:,,., 11,.,,I 

11\"'d•hltlt}I of PvWlc 'Pofft1 ou,\"I 
C.,m...,.nt.R .... • MNaln:g 

il;.: ........ L..!:.,LJ, ...... ~ 
~ I l lo ,,.,., •?•\ 11C! I' J.., 

W'hitnPu~ -· --~ 
',I dtlle-f,• 
hl,/lel •hC 

•,r..': ijLIJ, .,r J.!:·. t:, ,,1 ,..1 •111 M r1 if 

•jl, 1'f 'f'Uj 

"":....'"~Vl.1\IJ.!!:!!~J!!.u.l M'IOdl.oot 
:1r· 'l[lt! ,, ,jl,f,nd•r"' ,nr,~lm!; 

...!.'.Uc:3-~:.i.-

~ • .ilU!__ ',1,t1tft1, I 

l!..Wo.J'd "h ! •1oO •• •<~l,n;; 

's& \'0111,:;I J;. J1t:z A.-(!,lllllllr( 

~ 
!..rut;:\l!l._"1f.D.l!~•I 

'ri:._.~!!..!!l! f. •111,;10 ,()11 1"1 
,..._ .mL at.IL~ •tt·U ~,, ,,,,,..1~_i1111r.. 

f.:.!!,_::1.;1_~ 
l!!.JJl:!.!!1:......>J.ilJ.t.''!{~ 

I ,, , 1,. •.....»•I. 11 

"~ ' 

No 

S.mpl•~ 

~;.!._J...,,J...., ... b--J..uJ_ 
tm.Jt-,.,,,,:1 .. ·· .:,.\,ioi!.!..;fu 

LI '-'=-" ~ 
!..::.L.!;._ ~i.t., 

liUi.-..!i,:..,r• ,.Q..i:~~:tuM-1.:'~rt~ 
''7i•J.·,,.,, tr':r'1"ll/Ie½ rn 1\) 'Zli'i 

.!.l!J ..... _ ,,..!.,:u.J_~...J._.;........Li,..:.:..c...;; 
i,L~..!, .. _1 ~ .......Ll~-1. .1. 

~ ..!..l:Cl.:..!.:..\ 

1J.~--n1n,:ntr" b;1 1 •1" .:..:wr. •, .. , ,. C'ti"' 1·e , ~-,. a•r...-,1,,..,r .. ,- xu-·1 
~ -s~~-!:-°'""L"tJl'..JJ-::i.:"; 

111~,·~~·= 
~ . It ' \ ~ 
'~Z.....:.'.J.• . .s.:.£__ 

Ht ,,.. .• ,1, ·1 Pill' .t/a::a:.IL. 
.. J,,.]!ol,:..~1 ',UliM:- W1t1J ~~ 
~~ .. w~ 

L.!h .... _ .... f<.ttfll•\.:..,•, • ~ .. '6-... 
-~-~--.!...!,..!.~ 
~~•,IS!,;.~~i,!.'......:;..:.....-l.....I..:!..... 

"""--' " 

"" l,•11 "' 111 ~'1!, l'r I_'.: 1.!W,;.__,.__1,,,!:..r,LJ-....,.:uJ:..J~'olu:J..L 

y~ -c111tc'l'lfi'fllllll i:.01\dJ"l P,i,,,w.olvaif\•r• ~ EJ.t~flf'IIAj Qflil 

1t1•d .. ,Jt,,,t,)rrd1Es.m:<.tfl\l la~Ji,,1r1' ~ 

)n ~ t,m,,11,- :1--;i , I', ••..: •,1 nl.! 111u .. •. , IIL•li-\\ .. 1• .''!]_.) l?)_ll l!J_I,. j_ 

,1tJe 1"'_g;i1i,11t r"•· iH ,· f'j/f'r1,.,,,ih:.l- 11, i , .. •1,1<1, !:£ ,~ J:..... 
,u-,. ll'Jllh •••!rf1.,•.t.)! t, C,r,1i1 , C,1~ 1:''4)11!CI 

t1 ... ,r11 0. 

ACLLI ol Rhoo~ t,tand 

Point C>-1.>,illlj. 

Muvth1g l/ll't,.,1 
Public Camm11n\ 

Occurs 

fl l.;f.1:"-!!•"11 ~1hl \ljl1 
rll O •, t, ,,.,_ 

O.,.c;orum l1111~u1111e 

;,,.a...,,IUi~&llbf 
'~•...,.W11H'll!i ~pP('tt\JI '111tt! 

flli-"t..11,.....t.. 

Yl-'.-.... 0 :• •llf•ll','j t"QnTIU(:rn l~ :,, ..! 
,tt11 l,tet WIii m,, i .. tnh,u,n~, I 
t1,,..1.11'11~11 i:n111"1•:1Tt .i11a 
cotJU11~ l 111c1 ,ae i:c•c-t,,,u, 

..... 1~ , 111, •!11.-,11. ,11••111, 11•1• l'l 

,IJtuHtr• -nl"'• l,,p,, , , .,-,.,, •l• I~ t> ll11 •1 

~ •• ffl\l'll,IJOI Uind'.11 \ il •l•l (;HI•~ 

ntllo !!!111lyW 1.. ,l11,i: 'f'' 'HTTl•lfl'O! 
11!t.!..-, llill,111111v-"'w,1;lll1~ 

Vh.At)::tJl:du"-""('"°"""'tt1.-c 
Sl11t-..-Jtl•lt-11t1,.1'1181rulm 
t tld-loltnv• i11t'r. ••h•m lfC>ff 

1-.rill)A,;lillfflA:ln.M ... ltlt\11t 
~1-rr-,~,.,.11,,lw4. 

AC LU ol Rhod1:- Island 

"h~1an~r.CW'ratMd 
#l'\h1n ~'I l-oo'-11~t«• ...... 

~,C)l'.locW'1DdfCO'Q.•1,, 

,;.IJ1'llll'ffil,,; tll1tl'l'•tN1t,. 

"'"""S~'l'.tllilAd•U...b 
f"'°C4fflffli'llllt)friO .. 

~~ '.Jli.,,. ·L 
::::tl""...LILl!...-11"'"'"-''"~r.'l ·•l!!~ 

l u,:,L.....,,~,...,.,,_.,_,.....,, . !.....W.. 
'.1.ll !.L'.l.l :.:.U.ld1' . .:.:c?.J.1.U.!!M.:.l:l -
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bl~r:tV•l-4'--..!. •l •.o-•Cbl.. 
,..u,r:'1GM'C'.&r""~'i«IU•~l.·..--:;i~• 

rtYle lw-r t+h1NatdB+eo,,o,,, 
!,.l• • .PL-.!.:eti:tJtc"r• ~l~J):'JJ'bt,1 .t2... 

~.rf 

!llle:....!.•· rt tw· >"'l~·mt! 
a.1..!.1.ilil!ill.S,Dl1lll1Qr.tt!l.in.ll l";'l,~•,--I 

~."1~!..L.J;...h.i.t!uw, 
f!clt.iu!i~l!..'1ill!~dtl.t... .. , 
~'Z.H 1•~7g{j~I 

If lmlel'd( :c:!•m ¥1:-Ptlr 

IUU..J.\;1~ ..,, l,J~4'•"1ii 
LK•-'lll1 •1t.11 ¥••n,lJk'• lf....!•,-..11':.

':tit n ""'"'>F:n~, :!09::¥11 ,r 

~.•tt • 'l'I ' :llHJ/1•...,. 
,,.,, 1 , '"'" ,,n~p,.,1 .. ,· 1.,. :,1rf.l!Q'i't 

~ 
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Appendix B - School Committees 
To aeces~ all hyper-I.mks mduded rn chis appendu. pJ.w.1ac ~~ our dtgual ticrsum at rrndu..Or-f;? 

S.t.h'->GI Curm,,nt,:,..., T-0,1,11 T,n,11' hn T1111, t.hntl fc:~ A0'1inncu Plo\11'',11; L1rnlU 011 Coriteol ct Av;;Jlnhlhty ol 

-

-
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Camrr.er.t ii; t1.dht1ld.,rn.l Pi.lb!,'- kD(lulf'11d Comrn1Jnb Publlc. C611"111HU>I 
Con>mlfnls- f;ll.!le:o 

Vat•lilll!Cmlll•I 
11 •t1-1d"'t 

MO',ll\'" 14'lfC:l'i!.l 
30,1,111, lt,, 

"IOM>1!,t,,._ _.,.Qlllll ...... tn 
'1'1'111, an -tffildl add••1" 

"111 , ll,,!1.>( folll,!-5,,Llol r 11,.;11"1).1 

l tlllt1l1'Qt1111I•!•• fl 

lhtn•lfliJO'-., (. l"dllt 

,n,.-r'hn, 1 ~I lJJM on 
•ijl-1111:, 

...,.,u,Olat,rwfl'r lilf"•r--n,1 -1 
hav" ,..,.,,.!ll.,t'IWI• 
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Town Administrator 

93 Narragansett Avenue 
Jamestown, Rhode Island 02835-1199 

401-423-9805 

MEMORANDUM TO: Honorable Town Council 
FROM: Town Administrator, Edward A. Mello 
DATE: December 15, 2023 
SUBJECT: Fire Department Tax Abatement 

Edward A. Mello 
Town Administrator 

In January of 2023 , the Town Council authorized a resolution which requested the Rhode Island 
General Assembly to amend enabling legislation that would al.low for fire and EMS members of 
the Jamestown Fire Department to receive a tax abatement up to $2000. 

The cu1Tent abatement or cash in lieu of is $700. Members must be in good standing in order to 
receive the tax abatement. The legislation was passed and require two further actions : 

• The Town Council must revise the current ordinance. 
• The e1ectors of the town of Jamestown qualified to vote upon a proposition to impose a 

tax for the expenditure of money. must vote to accept this act. 

Included is a draft ordinance revision for your consideration to be ordered for advertisement. The 
ordinance as revised: 

• Defines previous life members as those retiring in good standing prior to July 1, 2023 and 
continues to be awarded the tax credit of $700 annually. 

• Clarifies that the abatement (tax credit) includes members of both fire and EMS. 
• Defines eligibility based upon years of service and good standing. 
• Defines a schedule of abatement (tax credit) based upon years of service. 

1-9 years of completed service 
10-19 years of completed service 
20 years or more of completed service 
Life Member (July 1, 2023 or later) 
Life Member (June 30, 2023 or earlier) 

$1000 
$]500 
$2000 
$2000 

$700 

The increase to the abatement will be retlected in two areas of the future budget(s). A direct tax 
credit to the member will result in a decrease in tax revenue. A payment in lieu of tax credit to 
the member will result in an increase expense to the operating budget of the fire department. 

For the EMS division, the current estimated cost is $26,000 in both categories (tax revenue and 
operating budget). The proposed increase will result in an estimated combined cost increase of 
$19,900. 
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For the FIRE division, the cun-ent estimated cost is $42,700 in both categories (tax revenue and 
operating budget). The proposed increase will result in a combined cost increase of $26,400, for 
a total estimated cost increase of $46,300 (67%) for both divisions. 

Staff is recommending that if the tax abatement as presented is approved by the Town Council, 
that it be introduced over a two-year period. 

For the period of July 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023, a member in good standing would 
receive a tax abatement (credit) or payment in lieu of on July I, 2024 for 50% of the scheduled 
amount. For the 2024 calendar year and all years going forward , members in good standing 
would then receive the full-amount as eligible according the schedule. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of the Town of Jamestown will conduct a public 
hearing on the 4th day of March, 2024 at 6:30 p.m., at the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett 
A venue on the following proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinances regarding Chapter 66 
-Taxation and Finance. Opportunity shall be given to all persons interested to be heard upon the 
matter at the public hearing. The following proposed ordinance amendment is under consideration 
and may be adopted and/or altered or amended prior to the close of the public hearing without 
further advertising, as a result of further study or because of the views expressed at the public 
hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be presented for comment in the course of the public 
hearing. The proposed amendment is available for review at the Town Clerk's Otlice between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding Holidays and at 
www.Jamestownri.gov. 

Section l. The Town Council of the Town of Jamestown does hereby resolve that the 
Jamestown Code of Ordinances, Chapter 66- Taxation and Finance, as the same may have been 
heretofore amended, is hereby amended by changing the text of the Chapter, as follows: 

NOTE: words set as strikethrough are to be deleted from the ordinance; words underlined are to 
be added to the ordinance. 

See Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. NOTE: amendments to the 
terms and conditions set forth at Exhibit A may be made based on comments received during the 
public hearing. 

Section 2. The Town Clerk is hereby authorized to cause said changes to be made to Chapter 
70 of the Town of Jamestown's Code of Ordinances. 

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

Ad Date( s): ________ F __ e ___ b ___ ru ..... a=rv ......... 1 ___ 5 __ th--=an .... d.c-.=2=2_nd_e~d=i ___ ti .... o=ns 
Publication Source: Jamestown Press -----~~~~~~--------
Hearing Date: _______ M~ar ___ c~h .... 4~2 ___ 0~2 .... 4 _______ _ 
Action: ----------- ------
Ce rt i fie d: ----------------
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EXHIBIT A 

Sec. 66-46. Gold Star parents' tax credit exemption. 

(a) The property of every person whose son or daughter has served with the Armed Forces of the 
United States of America and has lost his life as a result of his service with the Anned Forces 
of the United States of America providing the death was detennined to be in the line of duty, 
as designated in RIGL 44-3-5, shall be e~E:empted from taxation eligible for a tax credit in the 
amount of $5 000.00 as prescribed in section 66-90 of this chapter; provided, however, that 
there shall be but one exemption granted where both parents of the deceased son or daughter 
are living. 

(b) The tax credit exemption shall be applied in accordance with the provisions of applicable state 
law 

Sec. 66-47. Veterans' tax credit ex.emJJtion. 

(a) The property of each person who served in the military or naval service of the United States 
regardless of their qualified service dates , designated in G.L. 1956, § 44-3-4(a) I or G.L. I 956, 
§ 44-3-4 (a)2, and who was honorably discharged from the service, or who was discharged 
under conditions other than dishonorable, or who, if not discharged, served honorably, or of 
the unmanied widow or widower of that person, shall be eligible for a tax credit in the amount 
as prescribed in section 66-90 of this chapter is exempted from tax.ation in the ammmt of 
$5,000.00. 

(b) Any veteran of the United States armed services regardless of their qualified service dates, who 
is considered one hundred percent ( I 00%) totally disabled through a service-connected 
disability and who was honorably discharged or who was discharged under conditions other 
than dishonorable, or to the unmarried widow or widower of that person, as designated in RlGL 
44-3-4 ta)3, shall be eligible for an additional tax credit in the amount as prescribed in section 
66-90 of this chapter. 

(c) An additional tax credit of $500 may be applied to the real property of any veteran and the 
unmarried widow or widower of a deceased veteran of the military or naval service of the 
United States who is detetmined, under applicable federal law by the Veterans Administration 
of the United States, to be totally disable through service-connected disability and who, by 
reason of the disability, has received assistance in acquiring •·specially adopted housing" under 
laws administered by the veterans ' administration; provided, that the real estate is occupied as 
his or her domicile by the person; and, provided, that if the property is designed for occupancy 
by more than one family then only that value of so much of the house as is occupied by the 
person as his or her domicile is credited; and , provided, that satisfactory evidence of receipt 
of the assistance is furnished to the assessor. As designated in RIG L 44-3-4 (b )(10), shall be 
eligible for a tax credit in the amount as prescribed in section 66-90 of this chapter 

(d) Any veteran of military or naval service of the United States or the unmarried widow or 
widower of the person who has been or sha1l be classified as, or detennined to be, a prisoner 
of war by the Veterans~ Administration of the United States as designated in RIGL 44-3-4 
( e)(5 ), shall be eligible for an additional tax credit in the amount as prescribed in section 66-
90 of this chapter. 
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(e) The tax credit eKemptioH shall be applied to the property in accordance with the provisions of 
applicable state law. 

Sec. 66-86. Definitions. 

The following words. terms and phrases, when used in this division. shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section! except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Due evidence means no abatement from taKation of property tax credit, as provided in this 
division, shall be allowed, except upon w1itten application therefore, which application shall be on 
a fonn prescribed by the assessor and received by the tax assessor prior to March 15 of each tax 
year. The assessor may at any time, inquire into the right of the claimant to aA abatement tax credit 
under thfa division or any continuance of the abatement tax credit and, for that purpose, he/she 
may require the filing of a new application or the submission of such proof as he/she sha11 deem 
necessary to determine the right of the claimant to an abatemeHt tax credit in the original instance 
or any continuance of the a.batement tax credit. 

Life member means a member of the town fire department who has achieved life membership 
status, as s\:Jeh status is defined in the rules aHd regulations of the fire department by completing 
twenty-five (25) years of service in good standing and who has reached the age of 55 years. 8ho\:Jld 
a member die eef-Ore reaching their 55th birth date, aHd is otherwise qualified as a life member 
their spouse shall commence receipt of the taK abatement in the year the life member wottld have 
attained the age of 55 years. 

Sec. 66-87. Abatemellt Ta);. Credit. 

The town council grants to every fire and/or EMS member of the Jamestown fire department, 
and to the surviving spouse of any deceased life member of the same who satisfies the eligibility 
qualifications stipulated in the incentive policies adopted by the town and the fire department, 
which said policies shall be reviewed and approved by the town council annually, a tax abatement 
credit, on proper claim being made thereof, commencing in the year of adoption hereof, in 
accordance with Section 66-90 of this division the ffillO\:Jnt of $700.00. Such abatement tax credit 
shall be in addition to any other abatement or pay incentive to which said person shall be entitled. 
Provided, however, that such abatemest tax credit shall not be allowed in favor of any person 
unless he or she shall have been certified by the fire department, in accordance with, established 
policies, rules and regulations of said organization for the year for which the abatement tax credit 
is claimed, together with due evidence that he or she is so entitled to such abatement tax credit. In 
the event that a person does not own property within the town of Jamestown or is unable to take 
advantage of said tax abatement credit for any reason, the cash equivalent shall be paid up to the 
amount earned . 

Sec. 66-88. Eligibility. 

(a) To E!Ualify fur a tax abatement_the member or spouse of a deceased member must o·.vn oHe or 
more taxable real estate or other property ·Nithin the tO\m as of the date of assessmertt for the 
year fur which the aaatement is claimed. ln the eveBt that a 13ersofl: Elees not owH property 
within the tmNH of Jamestown or is unasle to take ad·,•antage of said tax abatement for any 
reason, the cash equivalent shall ae paid u13 to the amount earnea. 
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(b) For a member to qualify for an abatement tax credit under this division, he or she must be 
certified to be a member in good standing, as defined in the policies, rules and regulations of 
the fire department. 

(c) The spouse of any qualified member who has not yet reached life member status and who 
became deceased is qualified to receive the tax credit for that qualifying year only. 

(d) A life member as defined in this section as having served twenty-five (25) of service in good 
standing and after reaching the age of 55. 

(e) The spouse ofa member who has died before reaching their 55th birth date, and had previously 
completed twenty-five (25) years of service in good standing shall commence receipt of the 
tax credit in the year in which the member would have attained the age of 55 years. This 
spousal tax credit shall terminate upon re-ma1Tiage or death. 

(e) A life member shall be eRtitled to an abaten'leflt tax credit Hflder this divisiofl if he or she has 
beeH entitled to an abatement tax credit under this aivision for 13 years or he receives an 
abatemeRt tax credit unser this si 1f'ision for not less than one half of the years remaining 
betv,·een the sate life membershifl status is acquires ane the effective date of the oniinaHee 
from v,rhich this aivisiofl is deriYes. or he has achie1,•es life membership stams as of the 
effecfrve sate of the ordinance from which this division is seri1>1ed. 

(d) Notwithstanding any language to the contrary, any retired life member who retired on or prior 
to June 30, 2023 , currently receiving a tax abatement credit or cash equivalent in the amount 
of $700 shall continue to be eligible. 

Sec. 66-89. Administration. 

(a) The town council shall appoint a compensation committee for the fire department. The 
committee shall consist of five persons, three of whom shall be members of the fire department 
and two persons who are not members. Each member shall serve for a three-year term. 

(b) Members sha11 be appointed for overlapping three-year tenns so that no more than two 
membership terms will expire each year. In the event of resignation during a term. the town 
council shall appoint a new member to fill the unexpired portion of the tem1. It shall be the 
duty of such committees to make annual recommendations to the tax assessor regarding the 
eligibility for an abatement tax credit under this division of each member. Pursuant thereto, 
such committees shall promulgate rules and regulations for the maintenance and safekeeping 
of such attendance records as are reasonably calculated to provide suitable evidence of 
eligibility under this division. 

(c) The town council may review and approve the rules, regulations and policies of the fire 
department annually for compliance with the terms and provisions of these sections. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 Sec 66-90 TAX EXEMPT SCHEDULE 

7 The following tax exemption shall be available as defined in this chapter: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
17 
18 

19 
20 

21 
22 

Gold Star Parent {s} Section 66-46 

Veteran Section 66-47 

Widow /widower of Veteran Section 66-47 

I 00% Disable Veteran Section 66-47 

Veteran specially adopted housing Section 66-4 7 

Prisoner of War Section 66-4 7 

Visually Impaired Section 66-48 

Fire Department Members Section 66-88 
1-9 years of completed service 
10-19 years of comnleted service 
20 years or more of completed service 
Life Member {July l 2 2023 or later} 
Life Member (June 302 2023 or earlier} 

5 

$300 

$250 

$250 

$500 

$500 

$500 

$125. 

$1000 
$1500 
$2000 
$2000 
$ 700 
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Town of Jamestown, Rhode Island 
Engineering/GIS Office 

93 Narragansett Ave ♦ Jamestown. Rf 02835 - 1509 

Date: January 17, 2024 

To: Ed Mello, Lisa Bryer, Mike Gray 

From: Jean Lambert 

RE: Information request for Short Tenn Rentals with Onsite Wastewater Systems 

Phone: (401) 423-7193 
Fax: (401) 423-7226 

j lambert@jamestow rui .net 

The Town Council raised two issues regarding short tenn rentals (STR) serviced by onsite wastewater treatment 
systems (owts). 

I. Within the STR ordi11a11ce-should it be considered that a STR applicaflf be required to have a 
documented septic system? 

In my opinion, it is appropriate for the Town to require every STR property to have a RIDEM pennitted septic 
system. 

1. The current STR ordinance grants two bedrooms to STR properties without a valid RIDEM permit. 
Without a valid permit, the Town has no way of knowing if the actual owts is sized appropriately. 

2. Short-tenn renters often do not use the best management practices that are required for properties that 
are serviced by septic systems. Renters are often unaware of/or don ·1 care about restrictions on fats and 
grease, chemicals and other personal items entering the system. Any of these actions can interfere with 
the biological and physical operation of the owts. 

3. Although the septic system size is reflected in the number of bedrooms allowed in the short-term rental. 
users on vacation often use more water than the typical family would use in that same property. This 
action can interfere with the proper functioning of the owts. 

2. Upon the sale of a property-should the new owner be required to have a documente·d septic 
system? 

In my opinion, the Town should follow the State regulations for upgrade of septic systems. 

From the RIDEM website: 
"If you are looking to sell your property and the existing non-conforming system is not failing, then it is not 
necessary to replace the system. If your system is failing it must be replaced as soon as possible. If it is a 
cesspool then the system must be replaced within one year of the date of the property transfer. 

If you cannot find a "Certificate of Confonnance•· for your septic system. the owners that installed the system 
likely did not apply for the proper permits through DEM. If this is the case, no record of the system wil I be 
available . If you wish to locate your system and evaluate if it is functioning properly you will need to hire a 
private registered septic system inspector. 

Under the State Cesspool Act, any cesspool serving a property subject to sale or transfer with a closing date on 
or after January 1, 2016, must be removed from service within one year of the closing date. The cesspool must 
be replaced with a conforming septic system or the building must be connected to the local sewer, if available. 
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In the Town of Jamestown, when a property with a known cesspool transfers ownership, the new owners are 
notified of the need to upgrade the owts within a one year time frame. 
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, January 16, 2024 

5:30 P.M. 
I. TOWN COUNCIL INTERVIEW SCHEDULE: The Jamestown Town Council met to 

conduct inten'iews of applicants for the committee vacancies as fol1ows: 

TIME NAME COMMITTEE 

5:30 Jean Burdin Library Board of Trustees 

5:40 Janet Baker Library Board of Trustees 

5:50 Laura Goldstein Elections Training and Advisory Committee 

6:00 Daphne Meredith Elections Training and Advisory Comminee 

6:10 Taryn Breneman Tick Task Force 

6:20 Wayne Breneman Tick Task Force 

II. ROLL CALL 

A regular meeting of the Jamestown Town Council was held on January 16, 2024. Town Council 
Members present were as follows: Nancy A. Beye, Mary Meagher, Michael G. White, Randy 
White, and Erik Brine 

Also, in attendance: Town Administrator Edward A. Mello, Solicitor Peter Ruggiero, Finance 
Director Christina Collins, Public Works Director Michael Gray, Town Planner Lisa Bryer, Water 
and Sewer Clerk Denise Jennings, and Town Clerk Roberta Fagan. 

111. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Town Council President Beye called the meeting of the Jamestown Town Council to order at 6:23 
p.m. in the Jamestown Town Hall Rosamond A. Tefft Council Chambers at 93 Narragansett Avenue 
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to convene 
as the Town Council Sitting as the Board of Water and Sewer. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. White, 
Aye. 

TV. TOWN COUNCIL SITTING AS THE BOARD OF WATER AND SEWER 
COMMISSIONERS 

A) Open Forum - Water & Sewer Matters 
l) Scheduled request to address - none 
2) Non-scheduled request to address 

01-16-2024 Town Council Minutes Page 1 of 12 
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8) Report of Town Officials: Review. Discussion. and/or Action and/or Vote: 
l) Pumping Report 
2) Town Project Reports 

a) Town Wells 
b) Water Treatment Plant 
c) Transfer Pumping/Reservoir 
d) Distribution System 
e) Wastewater Treatment Facility 

C) Letters and Communication: Review. Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 
l) Letter dated January 4. 2024, Chris Powell, 38 Mt. Hope Avenue, regarding 

water conservation and connections outside the Urban Water District. 

D) Unfinished Business: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: 
I) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote on the Water Supply System 

Management Plan-5 Year Update prepared by Pare Corporation, continued 
from November 20, 2023. 

2) Review. Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: Approval of proposal 
submitted by PARE Corporation to update the Rules and Regulations of the 
Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners, for an amount not to exceed 
$24,000, as detailed in their proposal dated December 13. 2023. 

E) New Business: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Pennission to 
schedule workshops to review of the Water Supply System Management Plan and 
Regulations. 

F) Consent Agenda 
l) Adoption of Minutes: 

a) December 18, 2023 (regular meeting) 
b) January 2, 2024 (special meeting) 

2) Finance Director's Report: Comparison Budget to Actuals as of December 
31, 2023. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to adjourn 
from sitting as the Board of Water And Sewer Commissioners. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice 
President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. White, 
Aye. 

01-16-2024 Town Council Minutes Page 2 of 12 
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V. OPEN FORUM 
A) Scheduled request to address: none 
B) Non-scheduled request to address 

Dorianna Carrella, 35 Gondola Avenue, asked the Town Council to reconsider their Short-Tenn 
Rental application. to enable using the Accessory Structure as an STR rental. Their property has 
been approved for a 4-bedroom onsite wastewater treatment system (OWTS). The STR rental is 
located in the detached garage. Ms. Carrella stated the unit is attached to the OWTS as well as the 
main house's electric service. In the seven years the unit has been used for STRs there have been 
no issues. 

Vice President Meagher explained that the STR ordinance explicitly prohibits STRs in accessory 
structures. 

No action taken. 

VI. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, 
RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS 

A) Presentations 
I) Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: Lauren Fogarty, Program 

Coordinator for the RI Semiquincentennial ··250th" Commission promoting 
the creation oflocal 250th committees at the municipal level. 

Lauren Fogarty, gave an overview of the planned RI Semiquincentennial ·'250th'' celebration, 
marking the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution. She asked the Town Council to 
consider creating a committee in Jamestown. The Rhode lsland 250 Commission (Rl250 
Commission)/Rhode Island Department of State (RJDOS) will provide support to participating 
municipalities, and organize pop-up archives presentations displaying archival documents that the 
State Archives maintains on Jamestown. The State of Rhode Island played a significant role before, 
during, and after the American Revolution. The RI250 events will commemorate the significance 
of this history to our nation and the Commission encourages local civic, historical, and educational 
participation. 

2) Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: Rhode Island Department of 
Transportation preliminary plans for the North Road improvements. 

Pam Cotter, Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) Administrator of Planning, 

made a presentation on the proposed "Jamestown Town Corridor Project: State of Good Repair 
and Resiliency Improvements in Response to Sea-Level Rise.". Five options (see attached) were 

presented to address the failing Round Swamp Bridge at Great Creek, built in 1934. Sea-level rise 

models show up to 3 feet ofrise by 2050, which would submerge the existing roadway. Of the five 

alternatives, the RIDOT recommended a I ,250-foot-long bridge, 12 feet above sea level, at an 

estimated cost of $94.3 million. Permitting challenges and/or costs would prohibit expanding the 

width of the bridge to accommodate a shared-use path. 

The RlDOT has several projects on the island which include replacing the North Road bridge, the 

bridge at Carr Lane, roadway resurfacing adjacent to the toll plaza, North Road roadway 

resurfacing north and south of Zeek's Creek: Narragansett Avenue from Holland Avenue west to 

01-16-2024 Town Counci I Minutes Page 3 of 12 
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Dutch Harbor road resurfacing and sidewalk reconstruction; reengineering sidewalks at High 

Street/Southwest Avenue and Bayview Drive/Conanicus Avenue. Town Administrator Mello 

stated the Town and RIDOT are taking steps to coordinate overlapping projects (i.e.: bike path and 

waterline replacement). 

3) Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: Tree Preservation and 
Protection Committee proposal and request to plant trees along the bike 
path: 
a) Memorandum and presentation to the Town Council from Tree 

Preservation and Protection Committee. 
Tree Preservation and Protection Committee (Tree Committee) member Donna Repko introduced 
her fellow committee members Jim Simmons, Richard Kingsley, Beth Herman and Tree Warden 
Steve Saracino. (Darcy Magratten, Tom Waddington, Michelle Foster. and Barbara Lundy were 
absent). The Tree Committee bike path concepts (attached) include planting shade trees by Godena 
Farm, native variety of trees in varying size adjacent to the reservoir, at the pump house, and at 
Eldred Avenue. 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS, LICENSES, AND PERMITS 
A) Public Hearings 

I) Public Hearing Continued from the December 18. 2023, Town Council 
Meeting: A public hearing shall be available to any person so requesting to 
make comment or contest any short-tenn rental unit application pending 
before the licensing authority. Two requests were received regarding the 
Short-Term Rental license applications listed below. Review, Discussion, 
and/or Action and/or Vote on the following Short-Term Rental license 
applications: 
a) Pamela Storey, STR-65, 87 Bow Street 
b) Casey Duva. STR-4, 128 Garboard Street 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor R. White to open the 
public hearing. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; 
Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

Pamela Storey, property owner of 87 Bow Street, addressed the Town Council. Ms. Storey 
referenced the letter written by Town Engineer Jean Lambert. regarding the septic system onsite. 
The Cannedy (Town records) search shows that the property is up to date for maintenance (the 
date of the most recent inspection was 11 /2023 ). The RI DEM database results "No OWTS 
applications were found matching your search criteria". No information was found in the Town 
OWTS physical files, the Building Official property files or the electronic OWTS files. Given 
there is no valid record of an OWTS permit for the property, the fact that the system is current for 
maintenance, and the language of the STR Ordinance, the property is approved for use as a 2-
bedroom rental. 

Karl Seelig, referenced the letter he wrote to the Town Council concerning 87 Bow Street. The 
following are excerpts from the letter: The property has two wells located in the middle of a 60' 
Xl 20' lot. One is an abandoned dug well that has not been properly sealed. The drilled well does 
not meet the required distance to an OWTS. All wells are required to be located outside of a loo· 

0 l-16-2024 Town Council Minutes Page 4 of 12 
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radius from existing septic systems. Placing a well in the middle of a lot makes this 100' separation 
impossible to achieve. The measured distance from the dug well to the OWTS tank is 
approximately 35 ft . The distance from the drilled well is approximately 50 ft. The fact that the 
system has been pumped does not mean it is a legal system. Nor could it be a legal system due to 
the proximity to the wells. A11 applicants should be required to prove that their OWTS system is 
legal by providing evidence of the pennit and certificate of conformance, both of which are issued 
by RIDEM . The shores are a densely populated area that is serviced by wells and OWTS. The 
town should require strict adherence to RIDEM regulations . Additionally, the property was listed 
on a short-tenn rental site with 3 bedrooms and sleeps 6. Although the existing septic system 
appears to be illegal, it is doubtful that a legal system on a 60'x 120'lot could accommodate three 
bedrooms. Mr. Seelig also recommended the Town require at the time of a property transfer (sold) 
a state-approved OWTS should be required. 

Vice President Meagher thanked Mr. Seelig for his feedback and suggestions. The STR ordinance 
does not address or specify restrictions on properties with OWTS. She stated the Town Council 
should look to make requirements more stringent in the future. 

Councilor R. White reiterated there is no reason to deny STR-65 approval under the current STR 
ordinance requirements. He agreed amendments should be considered for both OWTS 
requirements and water use. 

Town staff will present recommended amendments to the STR ordinance related to more stringent 
OWTS requirements: and a recommendation on how to require updates to an OWTS at the time 
of a property transfer, if deemed necessary. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor R. White to approve 
STR-65 application, submitted by Pamela Storey, for 87 Bow Street. Vote: President Beye, Aye: 
Vice President Meagher. Aye; Councilor Brine. Aye: Councilor M. White, Aye: and Councilor R. 
White,Aye. 

Atty. Deb Foppert, 57 Narragansett Avenue. representing Casey and Lauren Duva, STR-4, 128 
Garboard Street, addressed the Town Council. The Duvas purchased the property in 2016. Atty. 
Foppert distributed a copy of the welcome check-in letter that is given to their STR tenants. Tenants 
are asked to be respectful and keep noise to a minimum. There have been a couple of instances 
when neighbors have complained about noise and/or mice. The Duvas responded and remedied 
the issues. The STR-4 application was submitted and given administrative approvals. Lastly, the 
OWTS was upgraded recently. 

Casey and Lauren Duva introduced themselves to the Town Council. They cmTently live and work 
in Worcester, MA, with hopes to retire to Jamestown in the future. Short-tenn renting their property 
allows them to offset expenses. They strive to be good neighbors and pledge to be responsive if an 
issue arises. Family members Jive in both Jamestown and North Kingstown, keeping an eye on the 
property. They have received positive reviews from their tenants, and several are repeat tenants. 

Vice President Meagher asked a clarifying question regarding the approved upgraded 2-bedroom 
septic. She asked if the advertising reflects just 2 bedrooms and if there is off-street parking. 

The Duvas confinned the septic was upgraded in 2023 and the driveway can accommodate 7 off
street parking spots. 

Sheila Cicerchia and Donald Cicerchia, 136 Garboard Street, made objections to the STR-4 
application. She has witnessed tenants urinating in the yard and asserted tl1e rodents were rats, not 
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mice. Mrs. Cicerchia complained a bout the number of vehicles. noise. frequency of turnover and 
stated not every house is cut out to be a short-tern, rental. The Cicerchias have communicated their 
concerns to Duvas in the past but have not recently. They called the police one time about noise. 
and it was resolved quickly. They are opposed to STR-4, 128 Garboard being approved and issued 
a Short-Tenn Rental license. 

Councilor M. White stated the STR approval and appeal process is in its first year. The Town 
Council has no basis to deny an applicant based on what took place before the ordinance was 
enacted. 

A lengthy discussion ensued. 

A motion was made by Councilor M. White with a second by Vice President Meagher to approve 
the STR-4 application. submitted by Casey and Lauren Duva, 128 Garboard Street. with a review 
of the Short-Tenn Rental license in July 2024. Vote: President Beye. Aye: Vice President Meagher. 
Aye; Councilor Brine. Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye: and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to convene 
as the Town Council sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board. Vote: President Beye, Aye: 
Vice President Meagher. Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. 
White. Aye. 

B) Town Council Sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board. 
l) Pursuant to RlGL §3-7-14, the following license application has been 

received under said Act for a one-day license on January 18. 2024: 
CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 

Out of the Box Gallery & Studio 
11 Clinton Avenue 

Jamestown. R1 02835 
a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor R. White to approve 
the Out of the Box Gallery & Studio Class F(NON-PROFIT) One-Day Liquor License application 
scheduled for January 18. 2024 located at Out of Box Gallery & Studio. 11 Clinton Avenue. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White. 
Aye; and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

2) Pursuant to RIGL §3-7-14, the following license application(s) have been 
received under said Act for a one-day license on January 19, 2024, and 
February I 0, 2024: 

CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) 
Jamestown Arts Center 

18 Valley Street 
Jamestown. R1 02835 

a) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote for Approval of the 
CLASS F (NON-PROFIT) LIQUOR LICENSE(s). 
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A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to approve 
the Jamestown Art Center Class F(NON-PROFIT) One-Day Liquor License scheduled for January 
19, 2024, and February l 0, 2024. located at the Jamestown Arts Center, 18 Valley Street. Vote: 
President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, 
Aye: and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to adjourn 
from sitting as the Alcohol Beverage Licensing Board. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President 
Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye: and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

C) Licenses and Permits 
3) One-Day Event/Entertainment License: All One-Day Event/Entertainment 

license application approvals are subject to any COVID-1 9 protocols in 
effect at the time of the event; Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or 
Vote for the following: 
b) Applicant: Lt. Col Jeff Cameron 

Event: Air Force Welcome Party 
Date: July 25, 2024 
Location: Fort Getty Pavilion 
i) Letter from Lt. Col Jeff Cameron requesting a waiver of the Fort 

Getty Pavilion rental fee, as historically granted. 
A motion was made by Councilor Brine with a second by Vice President Meagher to approve the 
Air Force Welcome Party One-Day Event/Entertainment License application scheduled for July 
25, 2024, taking place at the Fort Getty Pavilion and approval of the request to waive the rental 
fee as historically granted. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor 
Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

VIII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE 
COMMENTS & REPORTS 
A) Town Administrator's Report: Edward A. Mello 

I) Beavertail Lighthouse property transfer to RJ Department of Envirorunental 
Management. 

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) recorded the property 
transfer of the Beavertail Lighthouse. Tov.11 staff will work to develop and present a lease 
agreement with the Beavertail Lighthouse Museum Association and the Town. 

2) FY2024/2025 Budget Update. 
Town staff are working toward developing a proposed budget with a goal to present to the Town 

Council in early March. Budget workshop dates to be detennined. 

3) January I 0, 2024, Stonn Event report. 
The January 10th storm surge caused road closures at North Road, Conanicus Avenue, and 

Mackerel Cove for an extended period and in some cases through I 0:30 AM Wednesday morning. 

The stonn caused significant damage to Mackerel Cove Beach and will require a substantial 

investment to restore the dunes and parking lot material. 
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The Ft. Getty Pier suffered additional significant damage with approximately I 0-15% of added 
decking material breaking free. 

4) Equipment Purchase for Department of Public Works (Consent Agenda). 
A request for Council approval to purchase a used 2018 Kubota tractor from the RIBTA in the 
amount of $43,000. Memo attached (consent agenda) 

5) Meeting invitation to Senator Euer and Representative Finkelman. 
February 5th or February 20th are tentative dates for a meeting with Senator Euer and 
Representative Finkelman. 

6) Library project update. 
As reported in the Jamestown Press, the Library project is nearing completion. Library staff and 
DPW staff are in the process of relocating from the Golf Course back to the renovated library 
building. The expected completion and opening are projected for early February. 

7) Tax Abatements (Credits) Resolution (Consent Agenda) 
A request to authorize a resolution to the General Assembly requesting a revision to the General 
Laws that updates the exemptions for Gold Star Parents and Visually Impaired Persons. This 

Resolution is subject to Council approval. See the draft resolution and memo from Christine 

Brochu. (consent agenda) 

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A) Review, Discussion and/or Action and/or Vote: No items at this time. 

X. NEW BUSINESS 
A) Review, Discussion. and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of the Affordable 

Housing Committee, consideration of the Budget Request and suggested Funding 
Mechanisms for Affordable Housing: 
1) Memorandum to the Town Council from the Affordable Housing 

Committee with recommendations to increase funding to the Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund (attached) 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to support 
earmarking a $3 million Bond for Affordable Housing in FY2024-25 and continued frmding of the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye: 
Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White Aye: and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

B) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Approval of the Conanicut Island 
Sailing Foundation (CISF) proposed concept plan for the Sailing and Marine 
Education Center to be located at Ft. Getty~ and authorization to submit the 
proposed concept plan to the Jamestown Planning Commission for approval 
through its Development Plan Review process and requirements: 
I) Memorandum and presentation from CJSF /Union Studio to the Town 

Council on the proposed Concept Plan for a Sailing and Marine Education 
Center at Ft. Getty. 
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Elliot Richmond, Union Studios made a presentation on the Conanicm 1sland Sailing Foundation 
{ CJSF) proposed concept plan for the Sailing and Marine Education Center to be located at Ft. 
Getty. ( attached) 

Discussion ensued. 

Susan Shim-Gorelic. 20 Bark Street. questioned if there is planned handicapped access. 

Elliot Richmond confirmed there are multiple handicap access points to the building. 

Fred Meyer, Southwest Avenue. questioned whether the Town risks losing money due to the 
proposed sailing center. 

Councilor Brine commended CISF and stated their offerings are a tremendous asset to the Town 
of Jamestown. The programming at Ft. Getty have been innovative and beneficial to the 
Jamestown Schools, and the community as a whole. for little or no investment from the Town. 

CISF Director Meg Myles confim1ed that over 6000 students have participated in programs over 
the years. 

Town Administrator Mello summarized next steps: 1) CISF to submit the proposed concept plan 
to the Planning Commission with Town Council approval, 2) consideration of the scheduling when 
the project will stai1 and location of the septic system. 3 )Depending on timing the future of the 
upper bathroom design and location needs t0 be detennined; and 4) lease requirement t0 update 
the water line factoring funding and timing. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to approve 
and authorize CISF to submit the proposed concept plan to the Jamestown Planning Commission 
for approval through its Development Plan Review process and requirements. Vote: President 
Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher. Aye; Councilor Brine. Aye; Councilor M. White, Aye; and 
Councilor R. White, Aye. 

XI. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS 
A) Ordinances: Discussion and Possible Action to Order to Advertise in the Jamestown 

Press; Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on February 5. 2024. at 6:30 p.m. 
for Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Code of Ordinances. 

Discussion ensued. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to approve 
the request to Order to Advertise a Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on February 12. 2024. 
at 6:30 p.m. for Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Code of Ordinances. Vote: President Beye, 
Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor M. White Aye; and Councilor 
R. White, Aye. 

01 -16-2024 Town Council Minutes Page 9 of 12 



Page 94 of 223

XU. CONSENT AGENDA 
A) Adoption of Town Council Meeting Minutes 

8) 

C) 

D) 

E) 

F) 

G) 

H) 

l) 

J) 

I) December 18, 2023 (Regular meeting) 
2) January 2, 2024 (Regular meeting) 

Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees 
I) Affordable Housing (November 28, 2023) 
2) Planning Commission (December 6, 2023) 
3) Housing Authority (September 13 , 2023) 
4) Housing Authority (October 11, 2023) 
5) Housing Authority (November 9. 2023) 

Tax Assessor's Abatements and Addenda of Taxes 
F,11t)t , :11t.•1JJ',1.ftli UUU!J ,LBfi.], • 1, 

ACCT TAX ACCOUNT INFORMATION AMOUNT 
\'EAR 

I8-0864-ZOM 20IO REGISTERED 1N DIFFERENT STATE -$ )64.98 

18-0864-201\1 2011 REGISTERED IN DJFFERENT STATE -$ 150.13 
08-0020-00 2023 REMOVED EXEMPTION-SOLD $ 250.00 

01-0002-20 2023 TOWN SOLD- NOW TAXABLE $ 753.49 
01-0002-21 2023 TOWN SOLO- NOW TAXABLE $ 756.63 

- - ~ - -
TOTALABATE!VfENTS TO TAX ROLL -$ 315.11 

TOTAL A,DDENDA TO TAX ROLL $1,760.12 

GRAND TOTAL TO THE TAX ROLL $1,445.01 

At the recommendation of Town Administrator Mello authorization for the Town 
of Jamestown to purchase a 2018 Kubota Tractor from the Rhode Island Bridge and 
Transit Authority for an amount not to exceed $43,000. 

At the recommendation of Town Planner Lisa Bryer authorization to approve 
awarding the Jamestown Hazard Mitigation Plan Update bid and contract to Weston 
& Samson Engineers, Inc. , Foxboro, MA, in an amount not to exceed $26,740. 

Resolution 2024-04 In Support of Amendments to Tax Abatements For Gold Star 
Parents And Visually Impaired Persons. 

Finance Director's Report: Comparison Budget to Actuals as of December 31, 
2023. 

Town Clerk s Oft}ce 2023 Annual Report. 

Ratification of the Administratively approved Short-Tem1 Rental application for 
the period of January I. 2024 through December 31, 2024: 
1) Jill Hubbard, STR-53, 88 Columbia 
2) Richard Foote, STR-103, 143 Hamilton Avenue 

Public Notice of CRMC and RID EM of application for Assent filed by Wickford 
Seafood, Co., c/o Spencer Bode, 20 Prospect Avenue, North Kingstown, RI to 
construct and maintain: a 9.7 seasonal aquaculture lease (from November 1st to May 
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1st annually) for the cultivation of sugar kelp in Dutch Island Harbor. The proposed 
gear includes two parallel 1 soo· suspended longlines spaced 225 ' apart. Working 
hours during the months of December and January will be restricted to after 11 :00 
am and each year all gear and equipment will be removed by May 1st_ Written 
comments/objections are due by February 2, 2024, to CRMC O.S. Government 
Center, 4808 Tower Hill Road Rm 116 Wakefield, Rl 02879. or 
cstaffl ,crmc.ri .go 

K) One-Day Event/Entertainment License Applications: All One-Day Event/ 
Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any COVID-19 protocols 
in effect at the time of the event: 
1) Applicant: Out of the Box Gallery & Studio 

2) 

3) 

4) 

Discussion ensued . 

Event: Anything Goes 
Date: January 1 8, 2024 
Location: 11 Clinton Avenue 

Applicant: 
Event: 
Date: 
Location: 

Applicant: 
Event: 
Date: 
Location: 

Applicant: 
Event: 
Date: 
Location: 

Jamestown Arts Center 
Baronas + Centering Clay Exhibition Opening 
January 19, 2024 
18 Valley Street 

Jamestown Arts Center 
Newport String Quaiiet 
February 3, 2024 
18 Valley Street 

Jamestown Arts Center 
Newport Live Presents: Reverend Robert Jones Sr. 
February 10, 2024 
18 Valley Street 

Vice President Meagher read aloud each Short-Tem1 Rental host application name and address, 
asking those in attendance for any objections or comments to be known. 

A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor M. White to approve 
the Short-Tenn Rental applications for licensing as listed on the Consent Agenda. Vote: President 
Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; Councilor R. White, Aye; and 
Councilor M. White, Aye. 

A motion was made by Councilor M. White with a second to accept the Consent Agenda. Vote: 
President Beye. Aye; Vice President Meagher. Aye~ Councilor M. White, Aye; Councilor R . White, 
Aye; and Councilor Brine, Aye. 
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Communications were acknowledged. 

XIII. COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS AND 
RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER RHODE ISLAND CITIES AND TOWNS 
The Council may ac/1.nmvledge a11y of tire listed Co111mu11icatiom· a11d Proclamatiom· and Resolutio11s. 
Should a11y member wish to ha11e a con11ersatio11 on any oft/re matters, Ille item will be placed on a future 
"ge11dafor re11iew, discussion, and/or potential action and/or 1•01e. 

A) Communications Received: 
J) Copy of letter to: Town Council 

2) 

From: Joan Marie Caley 
Dated: January 4, 2024 
Re: Zoning Regulations 82-1207 Keeping of Hen Chickens 

Copy of letter to: 
From: 
Dated: 
Re: 

Town Council 
Damiano & Company, LLP 
December 28, 2023 
Post-audit communication letter 

3) Copy of report to: Town Council 
From: Jamestown Historical Society 
Dated: January 3, 2024 
Re: Conanicut Battery Support in 2023 and Plans for 2024 

4) Copy of report(s) to: Town Administrator Edward Mello 
From: Marla Romash, Jamestown Representative to 

Discover Newport 
Dated: January 2, 2024 
Re: State of Rhode Island October 2023 hospitality revenue reports 

8) Resolutions from other Rhode Island Cities and Towns: 
1) Resolution of the Town Council, Town of Warren, to the Honorable 

Genera] Assembly, requesting an amendment to RIGL§ 44-18-18. L to 
include Class A Liquor Licensee Sales in the Levy and Imposition of One 
Percent Tax on the Gross Receipts of the Licensee. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Vice President Meagher with a second by Councilor Brine to adjourn at 
9:46 p.m. Vote: President Beye, Aye; Vice President Meagher, Aye; Councilor Brine, Aye; 
Councilor M. White, Aye; and Councilor R. White, Aye. 

Attest: 

Roberta J. Fagan, Town Clerk 
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Jamestown 
Corridor 
Project 

State of Good Repair and 
Resiliency Improvements in 
Response to Sea-Level Rise 

Jamestown Town Council 

January 16, 2024 
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Bridge: 

Overview of 
STIP ID 9992 

Replacement of bridge #113-Conan icut 
Bridge on East Shore Road 
Culvert replacement at East Shore Road at 
RITBA Toll Plaza 
Replacement of bridge #289-Round Swamp 
Bridge on North Road 

Pavement 

Safety 

Roadway resurfacing and reclamation to 
North Road and Southwest Avenue from Rl -
138S ramp to Mackerel Cove 
Reconstruction of East Shore Road from 
RITBA Headquarters to Conanicus Avenue 

Signage and Striping throughout study area 
Guardrail replacemenUremoval and 
installation of concrete median 
Intersection realignments at Southwest Ave. 
& Hamilton Ave. and Conanicus Ave & Bay 
View Drive 

Conanlcut 111S 
Pro~d Bridge Replacement 

. , 
u 

Jamestown 

North Road 
Proposed Roedwoy Reconstruction 

Round swamp Bridge ,nu 
Proposed Bridge Replacement 
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} 

.. .. 

N.a 
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Actions to 
Date 

• Spring 2022: Contract with VHB for 
Readiness Analysis 

• Summer-Fall 2022: Peer exchanges 
and development 

• October: FHWA Peer Exchange 

• December: AASHTO Peer Review 

• 2022-2023: Hydraulic Analysis 

• Analysis of SLR Impact 

• Alternatives Analysis 
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r.l!/.or Current Flood Zones in Jamestown 7 

- - - ~-~-- ------

Bridge #113-Conanicut Bridge on East Shore Road is in a VE flood zone 
and has a 1 % annual chance of flooding. 

Road, 

RI_Cum,nt_Floodplain_Mappin.9 _4 _0 
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c.,!fpr Projected Hurricane Storm Surge in Jamestown 8 

---·-- - - -- -

• Flooding 

L-sJend 

Hurricane Surge Inundation Areas (Wont Case) 
Cat 1 

Cat2 
- Cat) 

Cat4 

• Evacuation Routes • Surge Danger 

Na 
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These impacted areas are projected to expand over time, 
causing at least three feet of sea level rise along East 
Shore Road by 2050. That's just for sea level rise (SLR}, 
not storm surge or additional flooding . 

By 2050 sea level rise will spread well past the current 
edges of Great Creek. East Shore Rd. and Conanicus 
Ave. will still be out of the tidal zone. 

Up to 3 feet of SLR 
by 2050 
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fl C: 

Legend 
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During a 1 % annual chance storm today, the water is 
modeled to be 12 feet deep at the Bridge #113-Conanicut 
Bridge on East Shore Road and at Great Creek. 

At East Shore Road and Conanicus Ave ., the predicted 
depth is 4-8 feet. 
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I$ rny property vulnerobl• to 
4 100-y...r roturn period 
(1 % &nnuftl cl,onc•) 
COASTAL STORM with 2 
i:.~ SM L•v•I RiM 

■ ... t. 
t, 

12 
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20 
2,: 

■ •24 

2050 Sea level rise indicates that both Conanicut and 
Round Swamp bridges will be overtopped if replaced 
at their existing grades 

Storm surge on top of sea level rise amplifies 
effects 

Increases risk of damage to structures 

16 feet 

12 feet 
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Abandonment: $22.9 M In-Kind Replacement $29.7 M Enlarge Hydraulic Openings Raise Elevation, Capacity 

Alternatives 
Analysis 

$30.2 M $60.4 million 

• Of the 5 Alternatives Developed, RIDOT 
Identified Alternative 5 as its Preferred Option 

* All estimates include roadway work on North Rd, Narragansett Ave. and Alternative 3 for East Shore Road paving 
and Bridge #'113 
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R.li . 14 

l•f-!0 T Alternative 5 
- - - - - --

• A 1,250 foot multi-span bridge 
would replace the existing 
causeway and undersized 
culverts 

• Benefits: 

• 

• 

• 

Elevates existing roadway 
while addressing the 
ongoing issue of the 
undersized hydraulic 
opening of the existing 
culvert 

Maximum level of 
protection from flooding 
through SLR. stonns, and 
tidal events 

Smaller footprint of 
pennanent impacts 
compared to raising the 
roadway and increasing 
size of culverts (Options 3 
& 4) 
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Rli ■ 16 

c.•u9T Action Steps ---- _ _ _ 

• Commit to an Alternative 

• Additional stakeholder 
1engagement 

• Amend STIP to reflect 
increased budget and 
revised project schedule 

• S,eek additional funds 
through Discretionary 
Grant(s): 
• PROTECT Grant 
• Bridge 
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Thank You 
Pamela Cotter 

Administrator of Planning 

ee 

17 
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Jim Simmons, Chatr 
Richard Kingsley, Vice Chair 
Beth H rman, Secretary 

Stey,e Saracino, Jameistown t 
Barbara Lundy, O n rvati 

Dar y Magratten 
Michele Foster 
Tom Wadding on 
Donna Repko 

rden 
om1m· o Liaison 
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3 Areas Included: 

• Goclena Farm 
• Reservoir 
• Eldred Ave·nue 

Entrance 
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PHOTO 1: EXAMPLE OF SPACING - LINDEN YREES AT ENTRANCE TO GODENA 
FARM SPACED 8' TO 15' APART 

PLANTING CONCEPT: GROUPINGS OF NATIVE TREES 
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PHOTO 2: ADD1 LARGE SHADE, 
TREES, BEJVVEEN BIKE· PATM AND 
Sl"ONEWALL 

PLANTIN'G AT .GODENA FARM 1 IN'CH ·= ·s·o FE,ET 
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BENCH ALCOVES ALONG NORTH MAIN ROAD 
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15 GALLO.N NATIVE TREES.AT NU.RSERY FOR. MAJORITY OF PLANTIN.G 
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FROM: 
RE: 

DATE: 

Affordable Housing Committee 

MEMORANDUM 

The Honorable Town Council, Nancy Beye, President 
Edward A. Mello, Town Administrator 
Bob Plain, Chair, Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee 
Budget Request - Funding Mechanisms for Affordable Housing 
January 3, 2024 

The lack of local affordable housing and fast-evaporating economic diversity in Jamestown is an 
emergency situation for our community. 

As an island, affordable housing and economic diversity are critical resiliency and sustainability 
issues for Jamestown. Our ability to maintain volunteer fire and EMS services is in danger 
because of our lack of housing diversity and affordability. If something were to happen to the 
bridges, we would not be able to educate our children, police our streets, or even plow our 
snow. Our dearth of diverse housing options has the very real potential of putting Jamestowners 
in jeopardy. 

As such, the Affordable Housing Committee strongly believes the time is right to make an 
important investment in preserving economic diversity in Jamestown. This Town Council and 
others have helped by making annual investments of $100,000, on average, into our Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund each year. The need has become so severe that Jamestown must now 
take bold action. We urge the Town Council to take the following immediate actions to begin to 
address this issue: 

1) Propose and pass a $3 million bond earmarked for affordable housing in FY 24-25. 
2) Increase the yearly allocation to the Affordable Housing Trust Fund to $225,000. 

This investment is necessary in many important ways. It would serve as seed money for the 
newly-created Affordable Housing Preservation Program, which will help existing Jamestowners 
of modest means resist the market forces enticing them to sell their property to the highest 
bidder. It could be used to help build workforce housing for town employees. It could be used to 
create a housing component to a new senior center. as other communities such as Portsmouth, 
are doing. The options and needs are myriad, but without financial resources we can't move 
forward on any of them. 

Because of Jamestown's strong bond rating and strong state real estate transfer tax, we think 
this is a very cost-effective long-term strategy. Jamestown has borrowed more than twice as 
much to preserve open space. Both open space and housing diversity are critical pieces of the 
puzzle that will make Jamestown special. It is time for Jamestown to make the same kind of 
investment in economic diversity that we have made in open space. This combination will 
ensure that we are able to keep our longtime residents, ensuring generational continuity and 
guarantee that Jamestown remains the best place to live in Rhode Island long into the future. 

Most sincerely, 
The Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee 
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UNION 

CISF ·~ 
Conanicut Island Sailing foundation 

SAILING CENTER CONCEPT PLANS 
FORT GETTY ROAD 

JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 

JANUARY 17, 2023 

401.272.4724 un, nstudfoarch. om 



Page 127 of 223

CISF Sailing Center . I 
EXISTING SITE PLAN I JANUARY 17 , 2023 I UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
EXISTING SITE PHOTOS I JANUARY 17 , 2023 UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
EXISTING SITE PHOTOS j JANUARY 17. 2023 UNION 

11 ._ 
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CISF Sailing Center 
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CISF Sailing Center . I 
INITIAL CONCEPT SITE PLAN JANUARY 77, 2023 _i UNION 



Page 135 of 223

!·IC 

l)l(01' 

Off 

CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCEPT - FIRST FLOOR PLAN JANUARY 17, 2023 

"' i"'--=-c-· i- -~~ 

ti· 
F.Nl 

TION -

WOKKSHOI' 
J. {1''.\2 f. 

--

llll lLll lN(; All.EA 

l 'K l~1.~ KY IHllLDING 

WORKSIIO!' & STORAGE 

TOTAL 

·2,IQO GSF 

· t , 120 GSF 

UNION 



Page 136 of 223

I 

ltC 

IJROP 
OFF 

CISF Sailing Center 

Ol'FICE 
~ - X.10 

!1. 
WQKK IWOM 

,,,, - 1--i 
I ii k .. , l 

INITIAL CONCEPT - F"IRST FLOOR PLAN I JANUARY 17, 2023 

MIJIJl l'IJRPOS ~ 
:16' X. 1,.:_,,._ 

- I I 

c::__ COVF.l\F.ll --.., 
PORCH • / 

~ .. 

!IUll.l.)ING AXEA 

PIUMAKY HUILl)ING · 2,190 GS!' 

WOKKSilOl' & STORAGE -1,120 G~F 

TO"IAL _1 ,310 G~F 

_,r:,-····~•...-. .... to-- ,... ...... __ ,- , ---- - -----,;-

. 'f.«::;_~l_ -- ~--- ~ ~ -·~ -~ - - ~ 

--1_. 
-L -f--1 ~ 

...; •- I TEKRACE. 

5,; x. 40 

---

I ' ~ '-,, -~t 7 
-i ------'-----.---, 

_J_~ 

UNION 



Page 137 of 223

CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCEPT RENDERING 
JANUARY 17, 2023 UiNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCE? T RENDERING 
JANUARY 17 1 2023 • UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCEPT RENDERING 
JANUARY 17, 2023 UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCEPT RENDERING 
JANUARY 17 , 2023 UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
INITIAL CONCEPT RENDERING 
JANUARY 17 , 2023 UNION 
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CISF Sailing Center 
COMPARISON RENDERINGS 
JANUARY 17 , 2023 UNION 



Page 143 of 223

CISF Sailing Center 
COMPARISON RENDERINGS 
JANUARY 17 , 2023 UNION 
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BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 

November 7, 2023 

An advertised meeting of the Board of Canvassers was called to order at 7:00 AM by Carol Nelson
Lee at 41 Conanicus Ave. The following member was present. 

Ken Newman - Member 
Hugh Murphy - Member 
Kitty Wineberg - Alternate 
Jennifer Thran - Alternate 

Also present was: Keith Ford, Clerk to the Board of Canvassers 

Board of Canvassers in session for the Congressional District 1 Special Election to 
oversee and monitor operations of the electoral process. 

No meeting minutes were taken during this time. 

Mr. Newman left at around 7:00PM. 

Mr. Murphy made a motion to adjourn with a second by Ms. Nelson-Lee. Voted: Ms. Nelson-Lee, 
Aye; Mr. Murphy, Aye; Ms. Wineberg, Aye. 

Vote Passed unanimously . Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM. 

Keith Ford 
Clerk to the Board of Canvassers 

Cc: Town Council Members (5) 
Board of Canvassers (4) 
Roberta Fagan, Town Clerk 
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BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 

November 8, 2023 

An advertised meeting of the Board of Canvassers was called to order at 9:39 AM by Hugh Murphy at 93 
Narragansett Ave. The following member(s) was present. 

Absent: 

Also present was: 

Ken Newman - Member 
Jennifer Thran - Alternate 
Kitty Wineberg - Alternate 

Carol Nelson•Lee - Member 

Keith Ford, Deputy Town Clerk / CJerk to the Board of Canvassers 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Murphy opened with the approval of minutes from November 1, 2023 . All members reviewed the 
minutes. Mr. Newman made a motion to approve the November 1, 2023 with a second by Ms. Thran . 
Vote: Mr. Murphy, Aye; Mr. Newman, Aye; and Ms. Thran, Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Murphy opened the review and action of the emergency mail ballot certification received for the 
election. All applications were signed by the members that were present. 

Mr. Murphy opened the review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote on the tabulation of write-in votes 
cast during the Congressional District 1 Special Election on November 7, 2023. All write-ins were 
tabulated and Board of Elections (BoE) Tally Sheet was completed with a total of 3 write-ins. Mr. 
Newman made a motion to accept and sign the BoE Tally Sheet with a second from Ms. Thran. Vote: Mr. 
Murphy, Aye; Mr. Newman, Aye; and Ms. Thran, Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. 

Mr. Newman made a motion to adjourn with a second by Ms. Thran . Voted: Mr. Murphy, Aye; Mr. 
Newman Aye; Ms. Thran, Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 9:53 AM. 

Attest: 

14.( 
Keith Ford 
Clerk to the Board of Canvassers 

Cc: Town Council Members (5) 
Board of Canvassers (4) 
Roberta Fagan, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
HARBOR COMMISION 

Approved: I / 1 0 { .;ul 
A meeting of the Jamestown Harbor Commission (JHC) was held on Wednesday, December 13, 
2023 at 5:00 p.m. in the Town Council Chambers of the Jamestown Town Hall, 93 Narragansett 
Avenue, Jamestown, Rhode Island. 

I. Call to Order and Roll call 

Chairman Wayne Banks called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

Present: 
Wayne Banks, Chairman 
Dan Wurzbacher, Vice.-Chairman 
Sue Romano, Commissioner 
Mark Campbell, Commissioner 
Tom Alexander, Commissioner 
Jim Archibald, Commissioner 

Absent: 
Jessica McCarthy, Commissioner 

Also in Attendance: 
Steven Bois, Executive Director 
Joan Rich, Harbor Clerk 
Randy White, Town Council liaison 
Bob Laman, Conservation Commission Liaison 

Chairman Banks introduced the two new members of the Harbor Commission, Tom Alexander 
and Jim Archibald, and they both spoke briefly about their backgrounds. 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes. - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 

A. November 8, 2023 
Commissioner Romano moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 
November 8, 2023 and Vice-Chairman Wurzbacher seconded. There was no discussion. So 
voted: 5 ayes and Commissioner Archibald abstained. 

Ill. Open Forum 

A. Scheduled Requests to Address 
There were no scheduled requests to address. 



Page 147 of 223

B. Non-Scheduled Requests to Address 
Carol Cronin of Narragansett Avenue addressed the Commission regarding the new outhaul 
requirements and asked that the Commission reconsider the minimum length requirement, 
which she feels was introduced with little warning, and could create problems with boats 
bumping into each other. She stated the permit holders work together to ensure that such 
collisions do not happen. She applauds the effort to shorten the wait list but does not feel that 
restricting boat size is the way to accomplish that. There was some discussion. Ms. Cronin does 
not want to use the dinghy dock as it is currently configured because she is afraid of damage to 
her fiberglass boat. 

IV. Executive Director and Harbormaster Report - S. Bois 
Executive Director Bois stated the Harbormaster boats are out of the water, winterized, and 
shrinkwrapped. The floats have been removed from East and West Ferry, and some repairs will 
be needed. The kayak racks are empty for the winter, although he did confiscate some kayaks, 
they were returned to their owners. Executive Director Bois stated that he is finalizing the 
Harbor Management Plan and hopes to meet with some of the Town Council members to go 
over the changes. It will then be reviewed by the full Town Council and the Town Solicitor, and 
then it would be opened for public comment. Executive Director Bois stated that moorings for 
Clark Boatyard and Conanicut Yacht Club have been incorporated into the Online Mooring 
database so he can get a better handle on mooring inspection compliance. He stated that the 
Harbor Management Ordinance is still being finalized. He also discussed his plans for the 
disposal of the Freedom Harbormaster boat and the acquisition of a new vessel, which will be 
paid for out of existing Harbor funds. There was some discussion about lead time and viewing 
potential vessels. Executive Director Bois also discussed the possibility of adopting, in the near 
future, some policies regarding mooring processes that other towns have in place. The 
restoration of Gould Island is still on the radar - the restoration committee is hoping to get 
other towns on board with urging DEM to continue their efforts to open it to the public. 

V. Year-to-Date Financial Report 
The year-to-date financial report was not available. 

VI. Sub-Committee Reports 
A. Budget - S. Romano - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 

Commissioner Romano had nothing to report at this time. 

B. Facilities - W. Banks & J. McCarthy - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 
Chairman Banks had nothing to report. 

C. Mooring Implementation - D. Wurzbacher & M. Campbell - Review, discussion, 
and/or action and/or vote; 

Vice-Chairman Wurzbacher had nothing to report. Executive Director Bois stated he briefed 
Chairman Banks and Commissioners Romano and Campbell about how surrounding towns 
manage moorings. 
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0. Gould Island Res1oration - W. Banks & M. Campbell - Review, discussion, and/or 
action and/or vote; 

Chairman Ban~s had nothing to report and Executive Director Bois discussed Gould Island earlier 
in the meeting. 

VII. Liaison Reports 

A. Conservation Commission - B. Laman - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or 
vote; 

Commissioner Laman had nothing to report. 

B. Town Council - R. White - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 
Councilor White welcomed Tom Alexander and Jim Archibald to the Commission, and also 
thanked Executive Director Bois for his continuing effo.rts to proactively address some of the 
issues that have been plaguing the town regarding mooring utilization and the Town Council 
supports those efforts. He would like, however, to keep an open mind and wondered if the 
changes that are being proposed or have already been implemented accomplishing what they 
should be? Councilor White does not see any harm in revisiting the changes, and/or make 
some exceptions where they are appropriate. He stated the points brought up earlier by Ms. 
Cronin have merit and he spoke to an outhaul person at last month's meeting, Mr. Blanton, who 
had similar concerns about the minimum/maximum lengths of boats on outhauls. 

VIII. Old Business 

A. Comprehensive Harbor Management Plan - Review, discussion, and/or action 
and/or vote; 

Executive Director Bois stated that this item was mistakenly put on the agenda. It was voted on 
at last month's meeting. 

B. Harbor Management Ordinance - Review; discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 
Executive Director Bois stated he had planned to ask the Commission to vote tonight to send 
the Harbor Management Ordinance to the Town Council for their approval, but that 
Commissioner Alexander had suggested some changes to the ordinance. Commissioner 
Alexander stated that most of the changes were editorial, but that he suggested some policy 
changes. It was agreed to wait until January to vote on the ordinance. 

C. New York Yacht Club Floating Dock - Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 
Executive Director Bois recommended that the Harbor Commission abandon plans to acquire 
the floating dock from the New York Yacht Club. The engineering study and cost analysis 
determined that the dock was not an appropriate fit for use in Jamestown due to the age of the 
dock and the cost to make it viable. Chairman Banks moved that the Harbor Commission cease 
all activity regarding the New York Yacht Club dock and Commissioner Campbell seconded. So 
voted: 6 aye, 0 nay. 
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IX. Correspondence 

A. Letter from William and Mary Brennan regarding Outhaul Occupancy - Review, 
discu55ion, and/or action and/or vote; 

Chairman Banks moved to accept the correspondence from William and Mary Brennan and 
Commissioner Romano seconded. So voted; 6 aye, 0 nay. 

X. New Business 

A. 2024 Mooring Inspector/Installer Applications - Review, discussion, and/or action 
and/or vote; 

A list of the prospective mooring inspectors /installers was provided. There was one new 
vendor this year, Dive Services Unlimited, and all the applicants provided diver certifications and 
insurance information. Chairman Banks moved to approve the list and Commissioner Romano 
seconded. So voted: 6 aye, 0 nay. 

B. Prioritization of Commercial Fishing Activities at Ft. Getty Pier - Review, discussion, 
and/or action and/or vote; 

Executive Director Bois stated he is asking the Harbor Commission for two things: To prioritize 
commercial fishing activities such as aquafarmers, lobstermen, and fin fishing, at the Ft. Getty 
Pier, Commissioner Romano made a motion to prioritize the commercial fishing and 
aquaculture activities at Ft. Getty Pier. Chairman Banks seconded but stated he would like to 
see space left available for recreational fishing off the pier, and Executive Director Bois stated 
there is one spot on which a boat could fit that will be left vacant for use by recreational 
fishermen. So voted; 6 aye, 0 nay. 

Executive Director Bois stated that the other vote he is going to ask for is the addition of one 
more spot for another vessel at the southernmost spot on the pier where it is shallow at low 
tide, and would probably not be of interest to rod and reel fishermen. He invited Brad 
Boehringer, a commercial fisherman who purchased Walrus and Carpenter Oysters this year, to 
speak about the potential location for a seventh spot for a boat at the pier. Two potential spots 
exist, spot A, located on the east side of the Ft. Getty pier, and spot B, which is on the west side 
of the pier. There was much discussion regarding location, exposure to weather, how the vessel 
would be secured to the pier, and the impact of another boat on the vessels that are already on 
the pier. The permit offer could be conditional for the first year. There was also discussion of 
offering the spot with or without space on the pier itself for equipment storage. Vice-Chairman 
Wurzbacher moved to approve space A as an additional spot for a vessel for one year, initially 
without any dock storage, but storage could be added at a later time. It would be an outhaul 
configuration with a mushroom anchor. Commissioner Campbell seconded the motion and 
added it should be a conditional spot, due to the current that runs through there. There was 
more discussion about equipment storage on the dock. So voted: 5 aye, 1 nay. 
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C. Facilities 5-Year Plan Draft- Review, discussion, and/or action and/or vote; 
Executive Director Bois presented a list of projects for repair/replacement at locations around 
the island that will need to be addre•ssed. There was discussion about priorities and what 
should be done now that the Harbor Commission had decided not to accept the concrete 
floating dock from the New York Yacht Club. There are items on the list that will be addressed 
by the Town Public Works Department but they have been included for informational purposes. 
It was decided that any references to projects that would be addressed by Public Works would 
be removed, as well as removing references to the New York Yacht Club dock. Chairman Banks 
moved to accept the 5-year plan and move forward with it and Vice-Chairman Wurzbacher 
seconded it. So voted: 6 aye, 0 nay. 

XI. Open Forum - Continued (If Necessary)- Review, discussion, and/or action and/or 
vote; 

Executive Director Bois addressed the letter sent to the Harbor Commission from William and 
Mary Brennan regarding the regulation changes to outhauls and stated not all of the statements 
contained in the letter were completely accurate. There is 120 feet of railing on which to tie up 
a dinghy, and about half of the cleats were replaced this year, along with most of the bumpers 
being replaced. There are spots for approximately 22 dinghies at the dinghy dock. There was 
some discussion, especially about allowing people to be grandfathered in to their outhaul spot 
if their vessel is larger or small than the new length requireme.nts. This will be placed on the 
agenda for the January meeting. 

XII. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Chairman Banks adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 

Attest, 
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Approved as written 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
January 3, 2024 

7:00 PM 
Jamestown Town Hall 
93 Narragansett Ave. 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm and the following members were present: 
Michael Swistak - Chair Duncan Pendlebury - Vice Chair 
Mick Cochran Diane Harrison 
Bernie Pfeiffer 
Not present: Rosemary Enright - Secretary 

Also present: 
Lisa Bryer, AICP - Town Planner 
Carrie Kolb - Planning Assistant 

Dana Prestigiacomo 

Wyatt Brochu, Esq. - Ruggiero. Brochu & Petrarca 

II. Citizen's Non-Agenda Item - none 

III. Correspondence 
1. TRC Development Plan Approval, Michael Jewell, 8 Baldwin Court. Plat 9 Lot 594 
2. AFDU Approval, Judy & Benjamin Malcom, 45 Blueberry Lane, Plat IO Lot 103 
3. Development Plan Review and Approval. Nicholas DiGiando, West Ferry Properties. 

LLC, I 29 Narragansett A venue, Plat 9 Lot I 0 
4. Development Plan Review and Approval, Elizabeth & Evan Pinto, 

39 Pierce A venue, AP 9 Lot 
48 

IV. New Business 
I. No items at this time. 

V. Old Business 
I. Community Survey review 

Bryer reviewed the changes to the survey since the first draft. 
Question 27: new verbiage was added to the question 
Questions 28 & 29: new questions pertaining to aquaculture 
Question 32: added pickleball as a response option and separated out bicycle path and walking 
paths 
Question 35: separated out bathrooms and parking 
Question 36: this is a new question 
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Planning Commission Minutes 
January 3, 2024 
Page 2 of 4 

Question 38: this is a new question 
Question 4: new verbiage was added to the question 
Question 4 7 & 49: the figures have been updated for the last fiscal year 
Question 50: the question was updated to the past 2 years, instead of 5 years 
Question 51: the numbers have been updated 
Question 53: this is a new question 
Question 55: this is a new question 
Question 56: this is a new question 
Question 57: this is a new question on tourism and we can discuss if needed 
Question 59: - added pedestrian to the question 
Question 60: separated to include bicycle routes and pedestrian routes 
Question 63: this is a new question 
Question 64: this is a new question 
Question 70: this is a new question 
Question 70: this is a new question 
Question 71: this is a new question 
Question 74: new verbiage was added to the question 
Question 76: this is a new question 
Question 77: this is a new question 
Question 84: 'work from home' was added to the responses 

Discussion ensued on the demographics questions at the end of the survey. The following 
questions will be moved to the beginning of the survey: 
Question #78: year-round resident. seasonal resident or property owner 
Question #79: do you rent or own your home? 
Question #82: how many people and age range in household? 
Question #86: what is total annual income? 

Discussion ensued on how partial data is tabulated in the survey. Kolb will review how it is 
integrated in the results. 

Discussion ensued on letting people know that they can stop and re-start the survey on the main 
page. Bryer said to remove the listing of all the issues and change to 11 various issues. 

Question 36: change docks to town docks? Bryer will ask the Harbonnaster if this is doable? 

Questions 4 and 5: capitalize QUANTITY 

Questions 7 and 8: capitalize QUALITY 
Commissioner Cochran said that the maps in questions 4 and 7 did not show up in his survey and 
he used a mac computer. 

Questions 31, 32, 34 and 35: remove the logic so everyone can answer each question 

Question 57: will be changed to "Is summer tourism important/beneficial for Jamestown?" 
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Planning Commission Minutes 
January 3, 2024 
Page 3 of 4 

Discussion ensued on question 63 regarding who pays at electric charging stations? Bryer said 
that the question is an opinion questions, not getting into the details of who pays. 

Discussion ensued regarding impact fees for affordable housing vs. open space. Bryer explained 
that there can be multiple impact fees and gave the example of Orange County in Florida having 
five different impact fees. 

Commission Harrison asked is question should be added regarding the beaches and beach 
passes? Bryer said that the Town Council is in tune with this issue. 

Discussion of community survey timeline ensued. The survey can be live within a couple of 
weeks. Residents and property owners will be a given a month to fill out the survey. The survey 
will be advertised in the Jamestown Press, on the Town website, to all the committees in town 
and will ask it to get posted on the Jamestown Recreation page on Facebook. Members of the 
committees will be encouraged to share the information with their family and friends. Once 
survey is complete, the data and cross tabulations will be analyzed. The results will be shared 
with the Planning Commission. 

VI. Reports 
I. Planner's Report 

A. Future meetings - topics and applications 

Bryer said that there are no applications to review for the next meeting. There may or may not 
be a meeting on January 17, 2024. The Zoning Ordinance was supposed to go before the Town 
Council for a public hearing on January 16, 2024. It is postponed and will probably be on 
Monday, February 5, and we will keep you updated. Bryer said that she is working on: 
updating the Comprehensive Plan. updating the subdivision regulations and awarding a bid for 
the Hazard Mitigation Plan. Bryer said that she is thinking about setting a date and time every 
month for TRC meetings. Last year there were 18 TRC meetings. This is in-line with what 
other local communities have in place. 

Commissioner Swistak asked if the Town Council voted on water moratorium? Bryer said that 
they did for a 6-month period. The water and sewer regulations are in the process of being 
updated. The regulations are going to change. The moratorium gives the Town Council time to 
review the results without pressure of applications coming in before the change. Bryer said that 
she was not at the Town Council meeting. 

Commissioner Pendlebury asked for further information about the legislative changes. Bryer 
will re-send the write up from Ursillo, Teitz and Ritch. Some the changes went into effect in 
July and some were effective on January 1, 2024. 

VII. Approval of Minutes - review, discussion and/or action and/or vote 
l. December 6. 2023 
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Planning Commission Minutes 
January 3, 2024 
Page 4 of 4 

A motion was moved by Commissioner Cochran and seconded by Commissioner Pfeiffer to 
approve the minutes from the December 6. 2023 meeting as written. All in favor. 
Commissioner Swistak recused himself from the vote. 

VJII. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn at 8:02 pm was moved by Commissioner Pfeiffer and seconded by 
Commissioner Cochran. All in favor. 

Attest: 

Carrie Kolb 
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POLICE PENSION PLAN COMMITTEE 
JAMESTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 

October 18, 2023 

An advertised meeting of the Police Pension Plan Committee was scheduled to convene at 8:30 AM by 
Christina Collins, Finance Director. The following members were present: 

Lt. Angela Deneault, IBPO Union Rep 
Anthony Antine, Committee Chairman 

Absent: Edward Mello, Town Administrator (recused) 

Also present were: Keith Ford, Deputy Town Clerk 

Ms. Collins opened the discussion of minutes from May 26, 2021, June 9, 2022, and October 12, 2023. Lt. 
Deneault made a motion to accept the minutes with a second by Mr. Antine. Vote; Mr. Antine, Aye; and Lt. 
Deneault, Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. 

Ms. Collins opened the discussion of the approval of Retirement Pension for Edward E. Mello. A timehne of 
Mr. MelJo's employment was reviewed. Mr. Mel1o started participation in the Pension Plan on September 19, 
-,..11 and terminated on June 30, 2023. Financials as described as by Ms. Collins. Lt. Deneault made a motion 

J grant the Police Pension to Mr. MelJo with a second by Mr. Antine. Vote: Lt. Deneault, Aye; and Mr. Antine, 
Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. 

Lt. Deneault made a motion to adjourn with a second by Mr. Antine. Voted: Lt Deneault, Aye; Mr. Antine, 
Aye. Vote Passed unanimously. Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 AM. 

?J 
Keith Ford 
Deputy Town Clerk 

Cc: Police Pension Plan Committee (3) 
Christina Collins, Finance Director 
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Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee 
Jamestown Town Hall 

93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI 
Wednesday, October 18, 2023 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order. Jim called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

Roll Call. Committee Members In attendance: Beth Herman, Michele Foster, Richard 
Kingsley, Jim Simmons, Donna Repko, Darcy Magratten, Tom Waddington, Steve Saracino, 
Barbara Lundy. Guest: Marian Falla 

Introduction of Guest: Marian Falla introduced herself as a neighbor of the property at 69 
Green Lane. 

Reading and Approval of Meeting Minutes. Michele made a motion to approve the 
minutes from the September 20th , 2023 meeting. Jim seconded the motion and all voted to 
approve the minutes. 

Communications. 
a. Sept. 6th email question from Rob SMith of EcoRI News re Jamestown Tree 

Nursery. Jim is following up. 
b. Oct. 2nd email question from Tom R. of Jamestown Press re lanternflies in 

Jamestown. No sightings were reported by TC members. 
c. October 4th email from Andrew Huntley-Robertson re potential tree planting at 69 

Green Lane. 
There are presently no trees on the property, which was clear cut for new 
construction two years ago. The site had been previously wooded . There was 
general agreement that additional tree(s) on the town land in front of the site would 
be beneficial to the local tree canopy. A discussion was held as to how to proceed. 
Darcy suggested we contact the homeowner directly to explain the tree nursery 
program. Marian agreed to provide contact information and to water any trees 
planted. It was also noted that it would be useful to tighten up the site plan 
application process for new construction in general. Tom and Jim agreed to follow 
up. Steve noted that he had been called in in similar situations, and is sometimes 
able to talk to the property owner about tree retention, but that this did not happen in 
this case. It was also suggested that the TC develop a formula for the number of 
trees which would be made available from the nursery for any given site, possibly 
based on lot frontage. 

d. Oct. 6th email donation question from Rose Natale of the Quononoquotee Garden 
Club. Beth will follow up with Tina Collins. 
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Tree Warden Report. Please see attached. 
Tree Nursery - Tom will meet with Steve on Saturday. Michele reported that she had found a 
possible free solar panel for the new nursery shed from Doug Sabetti at Newport Solar. We 
will need an electrician to install. Doug may be able to make suggestions. Jim noted that 
the Town hooked up the previous one. Michele noted she will now research obtaining drip 
irrigation, and possibly even a shed . She will check with a local homeowner who is 
demolishing a shed. Steve noted that DPW has offered to build the shed , including pouring 
the pad. We may need to review the new grant regarding use of approved funds. 

Steve has purchased some new trees for the nursery, and some have been planted in new 
locations. He will update Darcy so that she can update the website. 

Marian mentioned that she had several young black walnut trees which she would be willing 
to donate to the tree nursery. Lois Migneault also has some baby oaks and hickories that 
could be transplanted. 

Unfinished Business 

a. Update on the status of appeal of town tree warden recommendation to remove tree 
located in public right of way on Seaside Drive. The outcome of the vote by the Town 
Council to retain the tree with interventions was discussed. 

b. Bike path : After meeting with Steve, Donna presented proposed site plans for the path 
using in part trees from the nursery. The plans were very well received by the TC. Steve 
noted that Mike Gray would like to see some shade on the northern portion as well as plants 
near the pumphouse. It was noted that the plantings should not obstruct the opposite 
homeowners' view. Shrubs and small trees such as dogwoods were proposed. These could 
also be placed along the reservoir edge to discourage Canada geese and assist with runoff. 
Donna suggested enlarging a section of the plan - possibly 100' - and developing a 
repetitive plan to create a theme. We could then present the town with a finished plan. 
It was proposed that trees planted from the nursery would be tagged , but that tags are 
expensive. Steve noted that the DPW plans to clean up the entry area. Addition of benches 
to the entry area was suggested. They could be donated, as at Fort Getty and Fort 
Wetherill. Re the reservoir, Beth noted that it was possible to clear phragmites by hand, 
possibly by Eagle Scouts. Maybe a grant could be obtained. Need to coordinate with the 
Conservation Commission. Beth agreed to distribute the GIS map noting all town properties 
on the island. Donna asked when the bike path planting would be done. Early spring is 
expected. We will need to tag all nursery trees to be used to keep them from being given 
away. 
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c. Town tree inventory grant: Richard plans to restart the inventory soon, focussing on the 
southern portion toward Beavertail. He will send out an email. 

d. New Tree nursery grant: We await final approval. 

e. Website and publicity. 

f. Lectures and activities: review of upcoming lectures, walks, etc. 
Re neonics: Darcy is trying to set up a meeting with Nancy Bryer to halt town use and 
educate people. The Conservation Commission and bee organizations are interested. She 
will keep us informed. 

New Business: 
Potential pickleball court location on bike path. Seems unlikely given the status of the area 
as for passive recreation only. 

Liaison and Other Reports: None. 

Open Forum. None 

Future Agenda Topics: Items of Interest for next meeting. 
Michele proposed developing a method to protect notable trees on ROWS and private 
property. Darcy sent a letter to John Campanini of the Rhode Island Tree Council asking if 
he was familiar with any such legislation. Jim suggested looking for examples from other 
towns. Richard asked what we can do now if we see someone cutting a tree. We can only 
call Steve. Tom noted that there should be some penalty. Michele noted that potential 
purchasers need to be informed about their trees. Marian noted that she believed there 
were some towns in New Jersey with ordinances , as well as possibly Essex Ct. Donna 
believes Concord Mass. may have one. 

Adjourn. Richard made a motion to adjourn. Michele seconded. All voted in favor. The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:37. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 15th. 

Respectfully submitted 
Beth Herman, Secretary 
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Jamestown Tree Prese.rvation and Protection Committee 
Jamestown Town Hall 

93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI 
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order. Jim called the meeting to order at 6:38 pm. 

Roll Call. Committee Members In attendance: Beth Herman, Michele Foster, Richard 
Kingsley, Jim Simmons, Donna Repko, Darcy Magratten, Tom Waddington, Steve Saracino. 
Absent: Barbara Lundy. 

Guest: Dick Steinbach 

Reading and Approval of Meeting Minutes. Jim made a motion to approve the minutes 
from the October 18th, 2023 meeting . Darcy seconded the motion and all voted to approve 
the minutes. 

Communications. Darcy reported that a request had been received on the Tree Committee 
website for replacement of a town tree which had fallen down. Steve S. will follow up. 

Tree Warden Report. See attached. All requests have been completed except for 85 
Melrose. 

Tree Nursery : Jim and Steve clarified the area within the nursery which will be used to 
shelter baby trees. It will be 6'X 16' in two rows. Jim and volunteers will mark off the area 
this weekend. Anyone who is donating small trees (1" caliper or less) should bring them. 
Donna will follow up with Lois Migneault and Marian Falla. DPW determined that the shed to 
be donated by Michele's client would work for the nursery. It measures 12'x18.' DPW will 
move it in the spring. A thank you letter will be sent. Jim noted that his high school student 
volunteers are working in teams of three, receiving community service hours. They will be 
doing some mulching. It was noted that the Town should copy all Tree Committee members 
when a tree related request is received by the Tree Warden. Beth will follow up. 

Unfinished Business: 

a. Bike path: Donna reviewed the preliminary plans for the bike path including the reservoir 
area with Mike Gray, who was enthusiastic. He verified that the front entry area will be 
cleaned up. He suggested that the area near the nursery have groups of trees and a 
meadow effect, with native plants ok. A stone wall will be built along Eldridge Avenue. 
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Steve and Donna noted that Morningstar Nurseries has 15'-18 ' native trees in 15 gallon 
pots which would be a good choice for the area. They include birch, tulip trees, tupelo, 
maples, chokecherry and staghorn sumac and cost $140-$160 wholesale. Mike Gray 
envisions trees up the ROW to Godena Farms. The current path will be paved by 
Thanksgiving. He noted that the Town could provide $10,000. This could be supplemented 
by grants and gifts. 

Donna presented three sketches of 1,000 linear foot segments of 12'x50' which could be 
repeated within the larger plan. The actual layout may be dictated by the soil and slope 
conditions. There is a 4'-5' wide mowing strip along the inside of the stone wall by the 
reservoir. Test pits and soil samples need to be dug to determine the quality of the soil , 
which may include old road debris. She distributed a list of potential native plants. 

It was noted that a planting sequence needs to be developed, with major trees first, shrubs 
second. Steve and Donna will develop a budget. It was noted that since the cost will likely 
be well in excess of $10,000, a fund-raising plan will be needed . Mike Gray noted that there 
is a list of people who would like to contribute trees. The Tree Committee hopes to present 
its preliminary plans to the Town Council in January to familiarize them with the plan ideas 
to date. This could be followed at a later date by a more detailed presentation . Darcy will 
prepare graphics. 

The Tree Committee will meet next Sunday at 2:00 at the bike path to walk the space with 
the plans and take soil samples. 

The existing pine trees adjacent to the reservoir will be trimmed and unhealthy ones 
removed this winter. 

b. Town tree inventory grant: Richard, Tom and Barbara surveyed additional areas south of 
Hamilton Avenue. There is only a small area remaining to be surveyed south of 
Narragansett Avenue. We have not received reimbursement for the grant expenditures yet. 
Beth will follow up with RIDEM . 

c. New Tree nursery grant: Steve is working with Lou Allard to schedule a site visit. Michele 
may have a donation source for the irrigation hose. The pump can be located in the shed. 

d. Website and publicity updates: Darcy created hangers to put on doorknobs of people's 
houses who could benefit from street trees, explaining how they could request them. We 
will need more small trees which will fit under the power lines. Steve will follow up. RI 
Energy has a list of suggested trees. Darcy will post photos of the student volunteers on our 
website. 

e. Lectures and activities: review of upcoming lectures, walks, etc. Beth reported that Dr. 
Alm of URI has agreed to give a lecture concerning pollinators and pesticides. Darcy will 
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follow up with other interested Jamestown organizations to coordinate. The lecture may 
occur in January or February. 

Darcy, Summa and Lisa met with Mike Gray to discuss the dangers of use of neonics by the 
Town. Mike expressed concern and noted that the Town was aware, with an island~wide 
ban in the works. Darcy and Summa will make a presentation to the Town Council in 
January. They will also check with CISF. A question was raised about the golf course. 

New Business: 
Potential revisions to the Town tree ordinance. Beth read an email from Lou Allard of 
RIDEM containing suggestions on how to develop a tree protection plan. He recommended 
hiring a consultant to develop it to ensure that it is enforceable. Michele reported that she 
met with Natasha of the Newport Tree Conservancy. It was noted that the Newport 
ordinance does not protect heritage trees. The Providence ordinance does protect 
significant trees. It was noted that the Concord Massachusetts ordinance is the most 
comprehensive. It requires that every property have minimum canopy coverage as part of 
the building application. Dick noted that in California you must get permission to remove a 
tree, and you must replace it. Certain designated trees cannot be removed . It was again 
stressed that these requirements must be included as part of the building permitting 
process. Jim noted that the town recently added an additional sustainability officer. Possibly 
this person could assist in revising the ordinance. 

It was noted that Steve S. is up for reappointment as the town Tree Warden. Beth made a 
motion to reappoint him, seconded by Jim. The motion passed unanimously. 

Liaison and Other Reports: None. The new trail map has been issued. The cost is $2.00. 

Open Forum. None 

Future Agenda Topics: Items of Interest for next meeting. None. 

Adjourn. There being no further business, Beth made a motion to adjourn. Donna 
seconded. All voted in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 20th. 

Respectfully submitted 
Beth Herman, Secretary 
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Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee 
Jamestown Town Hall 

93 Narragansett Avenue, Jamestown, RI 
Wednesday, December 20, 2023 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order. Jim called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. 

Roll Call. Committee Members In attendance: Beth Herman, Michele Foster, Richard 
Kingsley, Jim Simmons, Donna Repko, Darcy Magratten, Tom Waddington, Barbara Lundy. 
Absent: Seve Saracino 
Guest: None 

Reading and Approval of Meeting Minutes. Michele made a motion to approve the 
corrected minutes from the November 15th, 2023 meeting. Jim seconded the motion and all 
voted to approve. 

Communications. Darcy reported that a request had been received on the Tree Committee 
website from Edwina Cloherty for advice about getting an x-ray of an old walnut tree on her 
property whose health is concerning her. She also requested planting of a magnolia tree on 
Narragansett Avenue. Steve S. is following up. 

Tree Warden Report. No report this month. 

Tree Nursery: Jim reported that some of the smaller trees were eaten by critters. Tree 
guards have been placed. The small tree bed fence (2 ½') has since been placed. The 
small tree area currently contains nine trees. 

Unfinished Business: 

a. Bike path: Donna showed the committee the preliminary presentation boards she had 
prepared for the proposed bike path plantings, including details of a planting pattern and 
elevations showing future growth. Everyone was very impressed. A discussion followed of 
the design aspects. The current plan contains 67 trees and 132 shrubs. The present goal is 
to provide a line of trees to shade the bike path along the North Road, but this may prove 
difficult due to the north/south orientation. Jim noted that planting of shrubs won't block 
views of the reservoir and will also prevent erosion. The areas around the pump house and 
the bike path entrance on Eldred Avenue were discussed. Some of the large trees currently 
in the nursery could be used in these areas. It was stressed that we need to get additional 
feedback from the town and Mike Gray concerning more details and budget prior to the 
2024 budget meeting. A presentation to the town council was proposed, possibly for the 
January 16th meeting. Jim and Donna will follow up with Mike Gray and Roberta Fagan. 
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b. Town tree inventory grant: Richard will distribute the final report. Beth will follow up on 
reimbursement. Nursery tree distribution was discussed. It was agreed that small trees 
should be offered in town first , with one per house. 

c. New Tree nursery grant: Lou Allard of RIDEM visited the nursery on December 5th and 
met with Jim, Steve and Beth. He received a tour of the nursery and appeared pleased with 
the work to date. He agreed that given the possibility of receiving donations for the shed 
and irrigation system, the grant funds could be used flexibly for related work in the nursery. 
He also suggested installation of a gravel bed , which could be funded by a future. grant. We 
walked the bike path up to the North Road. Lou said he would also be supportive of a grant 
for tree planting along the path. 

Regarding the new irrigation system, Jim will work between now and April. He will make a 
list of what we have and what we need. We have a tank but need a pump. Jim will work with 
DPW concerning pouring the form. Michele noted that the donated shed will have to be 
stabilized prior to moving. She will try to locate a pump. She also noted that RI Nursery 
might have a hoop house and that Hoogendoorn Nurseries in Mlddletown is closing and 
might have useful materials available. 

d. Website and publicity updates: Jim will provide photos of volunteers to post on the 
website. Steve S. will update the nursery inventory. 

e. Lectures and activities: A meeting will be held with town officials to discuss pesticide use 
on February 5th. The Dr. Alm lecture should be scheduled afterwards, possibly for April. 

New Business: 
Potential revision to the tree ordinance: Sample ordinances were distributed for review and 
discussion . Jim noted that he liked the Providence ordinance except for its financial penalty 
limitation. Jim will have a talk with our building inspector. 

It was noted that Thorncroft, which contains several mature trees , was just sold. Significant 
trees include a very large Chinese chestnut, a massive weeping beech

1 
and a cucumber 

magnolia. Michele noted that caring for an old tree can be expensive. She proposed 
starting a stewardship fund to provide positive reinforcement for property owners with such 
trees. 

Liaison and Other Reports: Barbara reported that the new trail map has been issued. The 
Conservation Commission is currently working on updating the ROW map. There was 
considerable storm damage at Mackerel Cove. The beach grass will need to be replanted . 
Anne Kuhn will continue as chairperson for one year. An additional member has been 
added to the commission. 
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Open Forum. None 

Future Agenda Topics: Items of Interest for next meeting. None. 

Adjourn. There being no further business, Michele made a motion to adjourn. Darcy 
seconded. All voted in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 . 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 17th, 2024. 

Respectfully submitted 
Beth Herman, Secretary 
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Jamestown Tree Preservation and Protection Committee 
Attendance Log 2023 

Jan Feb 
25 15 

James Simmons p p 

Beth Herman p p 

Darcy Magratten A p 

Richard Kingsley p p 

Donna Repko (1 ) p 

Michele Foster (1) p 

Steve Heath (4) A A 

John Murphy (2) p 

Walter Bopp (3) p 

Tom Waddington (5) 

Steve Saracino p 

Barbara Lundy p 

(1) Term commenced 2123 
(2) Resigned 11122 
(3) Resigned 1123 
(4) Resigned 3123 
(5) Term commenced 8/23 
(6) By phone 

(7) No meeting 

-

-

A(6) 

p 

Mar Apr May Jun 
15 19 17 15 (6) 

p p p 

p p p 

p p p 

p p p 

p A (6) p 

A p p 

A - -
- - -

- - -

p p A 

p A p 

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
19 16 20 18 16 21 

p p p p p p 

A(6) p p p p p 

p p p p p p 

p p p p p p 

p p p p p p 

p p p p p p 

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

p A p p p 

p A p p p A 

A p p p A p 
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Tax Assessment Board of Review Attendance Log 2023 /2024 for the 2023 bill. Started January 
2024. Ended January 30, 2024 
Present: P 
Absent: A 

January April May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
23 

William Dawson 
p 

Stuart Rice 
p 

Dave Dolce 
p 

Beth Smith p 

Christine Brochu p 
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2023-2024 Board Members 

William Dawson 
Chairman 

Stuart Rice 
Secretary 

Dave Dolce 
Regular member 

Beth Smith 
Alternate member 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
TAX ASSESSMENT BOARD OF REVIEW 

MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday,Janua~23, 2024 

3:00 PM - Town Hall 
I. Organizational set up of officers 

The Tax A ·sessment Board of Review met in the Town Hall Conference Room, 9 3 Narragansett Avenue, 
.Jamestown, RJ on January 23, 2023 at 3: l O pm and started the organizational meeting of setting up the officer .. 
David Dolce recommended to appoint William Dawson as Chairn1an. It was seconded by Stuart Rice. All were in 
favor. William Dawson recommended to appoint Beth Smith as Secretary. It was seconded by David Dolce. All 
were in favor. 

II. Call Meeting to Order I RoU Call 

The following people were al-so in attendance: Board Members - William Dawson (Chairn1an- ), Beth Smith 
(alternate member I secretary), David Dolce (member} Stuart Rice (member). Christine Brochu (tax assessor). 

ru. New Business: 

IV . 

Appeal for 2 Clarkes Village Lane. Varonjan & Vartanoosh Karentz. The owner. attended the meeting. Mr. 
Karent.z explained there are two major issues, erosion and water run-off from the street. This has been occurring for 
many years. He showed the board pictures and a survey. He requested the land size be adjusted from 9,000 square 
feet to 7,000 square feet. He explained his lot is getting smaller because of stonns and sea level rise. The board 
explained that there is a depreciation on the land for the topography. David Dolce explained that the land size could 
be changed if a current survey was approved by the planner and recorded at town hall showing a smaller lot size than 
what it described in his deed. The board reviewed the inforn1ation submitted with the appeal. 

Motion: David Dolce made a motion of no change to the value and deny the appeal. Seconded by William Dawson. 
All were in favor. 

I. Schedule next meeting(s) or accept and approve the minutes of the January 23. 2024 meeting 

No additional meetings were scheduled. The Board discussed and decided to accept the minutes as drafted for the 
January 23 2024 meeting. 

Motion: Stuart Rice made a motion to accept the January 23, 2024 meeting minutes. David Doke seconded the 
motion. All were in favor. 

Adjournment 

Motion: David Dolce made a motion to adjourn. Sturt Rice seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 Pl'\•1 

_______ ___ ____ ,Secretary-Beth Smith 
Tax Assessment Board of Review 
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TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
Harbor Department 

250 Conanicus Avenue, Jamestown RI 02835 
Tel: (40I)423-7190 Fax: ( 401) 423-3 710 

Date: 12 January 2024 

From: Jamestown Harbor Director 
To: Jamestown Town Administrator 

Subject; Request Town Council Approval For Sale and Replacement of HM Patrol Vessel 

At the 10 January, 2024 meeting, the Harbor Commission (HC) unanimously approved the sale 
of the 21 foot Freedom vessel, trailer, and motor via the municipal surplus equipment resale 
process. The HC also approved the purchase of a 21.5 foot Ribcraft vessel. trailer and motor to 
replace it. 

I presented an extensive trade study that I conducted over the summer months with the support of 
the Assistant Harbor Master and 3 members of the HC; Mark Campbell (prior Harbor Master) 
Jim Archibald (former manager Jamestown Boat Yard) and Larry Goss (current Assistant Harbor 
Master). The trade study collected information about 14 potential vessel manufacturers which 
concerned vessel operational perfonnance, cost, maintenance history, warranty, company legacy, 
company proximity to Jamestown, walkaround space, electronics and more. A request for 
Proposal was issued via the town Finance Director and Town Administrator during September 
which produced 7 potential offers. Of those seven, only five were determined to provide 
credible and best value opportunities. The Harbor Commission was provided with periodic 
trade study updates during the process. 

During November and December, the finalists were visited in person with the same four team 
members. The Newport Harbor Master also supported our team during one of the visits. Final 
evaluation criteria produced a first, second and third primity and Ribcraft was identified as the 
vessel that offers the town the best opportunity according to the trade study criteria. I can 
provide the trade study results if the Town Council is interested in reviewing. 

I respectfully recommend that we place a purchase order with Ribcraft Corp. at their production 
facility located in Marblehead MA during January in order to receive the vessel in time to 
support HM responsibilities starting in June. Ribcraft offered Jamestown the vessel of choice for 
a price of $116,431. Three market value evaluations of the existing HM Freedom vessel by local 
brokers produced an estimated resale price of $60000. Net cost of the replacement vessel should 
be approx. $50000 which will be supported from prior season HC surplus capital funds. No 
funds are needed from other sources. Finally, it is important to note that a prior trade study was 
conducted during the summer months, which evaluated purchasing a replacement engine for the 
Freedom and that study produced a cost estimate of approx. $40000. The additional $10000 cost 
represents a best value to the town for the new boat, motor and trailer. 

Please let me know if you would like to discuss this further or if you would like additional 
infonnation prior to submitting this to the Town Council. 



Page 171 of 223

Respectfully 
Steven G. Bois 
Harbor Executive Director 

TOWN OF JAMESTOWN 
Harbor Departmem 

250 Conanicus A venue, Jamestown Rl 02835 
Tel : (401) 423-7190 Fax: (401) 423-3710 

Enclosure 1: HM Vessel Trade Study showing finalists 

CC: Joan Rich, Jamestown Harbor Clerk 
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Town of Jamestown 
Tax Assessor 

93 Narragansett Avenue Phone: 401 -423-9802 

Jamestown Rl 02835 Email: cbrochu jamestownri.net 

To: COUNCIL PRESIDENT BEYE, JAMESTOWN TOWN COUNCIL 

From : CHRISTINE BROCHU. JAMESTOWN TAX ASSESSOR 

Subject: ADDITIONS OF TAXES FOR THE FEBRUARY 5, 2024 MEETING 

Please see the attached. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

~g'~ 
CHRISTINE BROCHU 
TAX ASSESSOR 
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BAA/COC Listi1._ .<eport 

Conditions: 

YEAR NAME/ADDRESS 

2023 

Accept 

2023 

Accept 

Totals For -2023 R 

TOTAL 11 Of Accts 2 

TYPE: A~ 

District: 

JAMESTOWN 

Reported Type: All 

COC INFO 

18761R 
01/31/2024 
TOWN SOLD-NOW 
TAXABLE 

18762R 
01/31/2024 
SW/I SDS CHANGE 

ACCOUNT ll 

UNIQUE ID 

LIST NUMBER 

01-0002-28 
4-52 
3772 

01-00 02 - 28 
4-52 
3772 

YEAR: 2013 TO 

DATE: 1/31/2024 

GROSS OLD 

GROSS CHANGE 

GROSS NEW 

0 

317,400 

317,400 

0 

0 

2023 ge 1 

EXEMPT OL[l NET OLD TAX OLD Sf;,IER OLD 

EXEMPT CHANGE NET CHANGE TAX CHANGE Sl':WER CHANG£ 

EXEMPT NEW NET N8W TAX NEW SEWER NEW 

0 0 0.00 0.00 

0 311,400 2,215.45 0.00 

317,400 2,215.45 0.00 

0 0 0 . 00 0 . 00 

0 20.00 0.00 

0 0 2C\.OO 0.00 

317,400 2,235.45 

Total Inc's: 2,235.45 

Total Dec's: 0.00 

317,400 2,235.45 

Grand Total Inc's: 2,235.45 

Grand Total Dec's: 0.00 
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US nd Rhode Island ST Markets 

January 2024 

1 
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SOURCING .AND PROCESSING PUBLIC OTA DATA 

0 Aggregated 
data from Airbnb 

and VRBO 

400K+ 
IP Addresses 

"1-t-• WA!EllfRON T c..lHn 

fllt.,.c--.r.:i,tfdbJ"AnM - .. ,._. ~ -

[I --· 
- rl • 

Use Matching 
Algorithm to 
account for 
dual-listed 
properties 

,,,,,, 

D 

. -

Detect 
reservations 

based on 
booked vs. 

blocked 
methodology 

•• • 
' 

@ 
Update 

Market Minder 
and Enterprise 

data 
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rket inder 
Online, self-service portal built for individual hosts, property managers, and real estate investors 

t ,. -.- ~ 

-.. 

Competitive Intelligence 

Research local STR market 
trends and key real-time 

metrics by city or zip code. 

n ·~ Sl2S S2H s:.o S2 .. <o <(l,O "''' 
1300 s2•~ JU\ .s.n~ >25~ S-0) ..,,, 

Cl 
'™ UHl Sllf 1,2'')1 s2,c S,$5 S597 

,220 SlOO ,~10 s;oo 1~t0 S~99 •m 

u:.s HOO 

Dynamic Pricing 

Control pricing strategy, 
understanding future 

demand, booking trends, and 
seasonality. 

,_ 

u~ 196l' 

Investment Valuation Tools 

Our "Rentali zer" va luation tool 
provides users with estimated 

STR revenue, operating income, 
and Cap Rate potentia l by unique 

home address. 

! ::._ F 
p _ t.: 
, __ A 
_( ': _ Fn 

Property Benchmarking 

Create curated comp sets, 
booking scores, portfoli o 

analytics, benchmark 
seasonal performance, and 

rece ive custom rate 
recommendations. 
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Smart Rates & Using Competitive Intell igence 
THE RED DOOR. 

::::n . 1.s ,.:. 10 

* 5 (29 rev,e'NS) 

□ Available Un.:1vailahle 

• 
Place footer Info Here 

• 

Property Comparison 

("\ My Property 
vs 

I"'\ 20Comps 

Wed - Nov 9. 202:Z 
Avatloble Day 

y'our R.arfl 

Comp Set Rate 

S 138 

$147 

Future Octupaocy 

(t 30% 
•1Mo , .. '"°" 

Booked Rate 

~ 'II, 

"'' H 2i 

Download CSV ! 

L-eadlime 

Price Settings 

80ok1ng 
Performance 

83 

~~ Filters 

B Sm;;rt Rate B MMket Rnre B Comp Set Rate B Demand Score 

7 

0 .,, 
3 
0., 
:, 
0. 
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nterpri e ata Solution 
Raw data, dashboards, and market trend reports for large vacation rental managers, tourism boards, 

real estate, hotel chains, and hedge funds 

Raw Data 

Raw property ;and listing 
performance data across 

global markets. Daily future 
rate shopping every listing 1 

year out. Demand pacing 
data. 

~ ---• • • -• -= i 
l 

PPD Dashboard 

Control pricing strategy, 
understanding future 

demand, booking trends, and 
seasonality. 

- ·· ., ..,.-·1T.u•1 

Market Trend Reports 

Off-the-shelf reports include 
historical monthly/weekly/daily 

rr-ends of the STR market. Future 
supply/demand pacing by market. 

~II I I I I 11 I 

Global Trend Reports 

High level view of global 
supply, demand, revenue, 

booking by channel (Airbnb & 

Vrba) as well as industry 
totals. Primarily used by 

global brands & hedge funds. 

8 
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December Available Listings Down since High in September, at 1.6M 
U.S. Monthly Short-Term Available Listings 
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Rhode Island Listings More Seasonal, Not Yet Recovered to Trend 
Rhode Island Monthly Short-Term Available Listings 
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Three Different Ways of Counting Supply 
Rhode Island Monthly Short-Term Available Listings 
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Rhode Island Listings Concentrated in Few Cities 
Rhode Island Monthly Short-Term Available Listings 

Avg. Monthly % Available Full 
Listings time 

Newport 1,222 42.1% 
Providence 1,164 46.9% 
Narragansett 1,003 12.7% 

Middletown 490 50.5% 
Wakefield 412 28.2% 
Westerly 286 29.3% 
Block Island 202 17.6% 

Jamestown 199 45.5% 
Portsmouth 167 43.8% 
Charlestown 158 25.9% 

Bristol 139 38.6% 
Little Compton 125 33.6% 

Pawtucket 99 42.4% 
Warwick 94 34.8% 
Saunderstown 79 29.9% 

All Others 689 

Source: A1rDNA 
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Rhode Island STR Concentrated in 1-3 Bedroom Homes 

9000 

80(1(1 

7000 

6000 

JOOO 

300() 

2000 

100(, 

IJ 

Available Listings by Type and Bedroom Count 
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Rhode Island STR Distribution Favors Small City/Rural and Coastal Resorts 

Available Listings Share by Location 

Mid-Size Ci1y 
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Large City Urban Lags, Small and Mid-size Cities Lead /\l~i:>.\11\ 

Demand Growth by Location Type 
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Demand and Supply Growth Crash After Three Months of Acceleration 

U.S. Change in Demand (Nights) & Listing Available Listing Nights vs the Same Month ln 2021 I 2022 
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Recently RI Supply Growth Has Increased Lead on Demand Alrti:>~A 

Rhode Island Change in Demand (Nights} & Listing Available Listing Nights vs the Same Month in 2021 I 2022 
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Occupancy Follows 2019's Lead in December Alrti::>~I\ 

U.S. Short-term Rental Occupancy (2019 - 2023) 

- 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 
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RI Occupancy Meaningfully Above 2019 for Most of Year 
Rhode Island Short-term Rental Occupancy (2019 - 2023) 
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Oxford No Longer Predicting Recession 
Select Forecasts 

US GDP Forecast 
% annu.-ilir~d 
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Reservations Begin to Pile Up for Summer and Spring Al~i:>.\11\ 

U.S. Short-term Rental Demand Pacing Current Year vs Prior Year, as of beginning of January 
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Near Term Losses Lead to Strong Summer Demand l\lrti)~A 

Rhode Island Short-term Rental Demand Pacing Current Year vs Prior Year, as of beginning of January 

Source: AirDNA 
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Thanks for your time! 

Bram Gallagher 

Bram.gallagher@airdna.co 

/,· 1·,I,',· ,·1:I di l,i.' 11 

AlrtiJ.\IA 
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JAMESTOW~ CO'.\lS£RVATION COMMISSION 

MEMO 

To: The Honorable Town Council, Jamestown Zoning Board, Jamestown Town Planner, Lisa Bryer 
From: Jamestown Conservation Commission ,//JU1,,,f/., ~u.A,;v-f(VU,,4,, 
Date: January 22, 2024 
Subject: Conservation Commission Advisory Review and Objection to Proposed Ordinance Section 82-1206-
Communication Towers and Open Space 

The Jamestown Conservation Commission (JCC) has reviewed the proposed amendments to the Jamestown 
Zoning Ordinance Chapter 82 and would like to raise objection to the proposed change in Section 82-1206 
Communications Towers. The proposed change detailed in Section 82-1206.1 De\'elopment Standards.for 
Communications Towers, (and in Table 6-1, page 49) states that Communication Towers could be allowed and 
permitted by Special Use Permit in Open Space-] and Open Space-II zoning districts: 

OS-I co11sen·atio11 presen 1e. Intended to preserve, protect, and enhance where appropriate 
environmentally sensitive and natural resource areas such as conservation areas, watersheds. reservoirs. 
wildlife refuges and wetlands. 

OS-11 park and recreation. The purpose of this zone [ district) is to allow agriculture as well as recreation 
activities that will not substantially impact the historic, scenic and/or environmental character of the 
zoning district, nor compromise natural resources. 

The JCC does not find the potential allowance of Communication Towers in either OS-I or OS-11 consistent 
with the goals and priorities outlined in the Jamestown Comprehensive Community Plan (2014) specifically 
under the section, Consen•ation and Open Space. as the plan highlights: 

"It is importanr to note that preservation of open space land is not enough; the land must also be appropriatezv 
managed. Areas can lose their mlue as ecological habitats or recreational assets ({they are not properly 
maintained and managed." 

Jamestown has an exemplary history and a proud record for prioritizing the protection of open space especially 
over the last 40 years as development pressures have escalated. The investment in conservation land and open 
space provides our island community with a variety of benefits ranging from purely aesthetic to protection of 
public health, while providing ecological habitats for native plants and wildlife. Jamestown must continue 
prioritizing the protection of open space for the public good and not allow commercial and/or highly industrial 
structures to be built on these protected lands via Special Use Permits detailed under Section 82-1206.1 in the 
proposed Zoning Ordinance. Allowing the siting and construction of Communication Towers on protected open 
space land is not compatible with the natural, scenic, aesthetic, ecological, recreational. or open space resources 
protected by the OS-I and OS-U zoning designations. 

Jt is for the above rationale that the Conservation Conunission respectfully objects to the proposed amendments 
to the Jamestown Zoning Ordinance Chapter 82 - Communications Towen; and Open Space. 
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Roberta Fagan 

From: 
t: 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

 
Sunday, January 14, 2024 6:15 PM 
Erik Brine; Mary Meagher; Michael White; Nancy Beye; Randall White 
Edward Mello; Roberta Fagan; Michael Gray 
Mackerel Cove and the storms 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the sender and determine the content is safe. 

Honorable Town Council: 

For 22 years we have had a front row seat for observing the storms at Mackel Cove and the DPW's constant effort to 
clear the road of debris, much of which is due to irrational planning. The beach faces the frontal assault of the Atlantic 
Ocean and nothing we do will help to mitigate the enormous energy of the waves that will sweep away anything in 
their path including a two-story pavilion or a school bus. The dunes never existed before, and one wonders why and 
by whom they were started. They collect the sand, grow bigger and the next storm picks up the collected sand, 
crushes the fences and ends up on the road and against the northern dunes which also never existed. Let nature do 
what it will always do. If you need a fence to keep cars off the beach build the top rail high enough for the waves to 

<;sunder it like the fishing piers on the Jesey shore. Push the northern dunes downhill and allow the sand to be 
~.-ept into Sheffield Cove. Not only will this provide more parking but may eventually result in another beach at 
Sheffield Cove. Removing the useless dunes will allow visitors to use the entire beach, which can be small and 
crowded at high tide. The erecting of the snow fences and signs to keep off the dunes and DPW overtime pay is a 
waste of taxpayer dollars and is a futile effort destined for failure. 

This safe 8-minute YouTube link is a compilation of storms we have observed. 

https ://www. yo ut u be .com/watch ?v=c PR m V9 R LF yw 

Regards, 
Frank Meyer 
Southwest Ave 
Across from Mackerel Cove 
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Roberta Fagan 

From: 
1t: 

To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

marian falla > 

Tuesday, January 16, 2024 8:44 PM 
Roberta Fagan 
Easton Beach Storms ... JT beach impacted by storms .... 
Condition of Easton.pdf 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and determine the content is safe. 

Hi Roberta, good evening. 

JT beaches as well as Newport Easton Beach have been impacted by the coastal flooding 
associated with climate change. Newport is planning to host a public workshop to look 
at the issues around Newport. See attached. 

"The exact plan and cost for the beach is still up in the air and will require permitting, grant acquisitions, and bidding, she 
said. The city plans to host a public workshop to look at the issues around Newport, including those at Easton's Beach. The 
meeting is scheduled for Jan. 31 at 5 p.m. in the City Council chambers." 

Given coastal flooding impacts to Jamestown beaches, maybe TC and town management may 
want to schedule something similar? 

Rtw as I understand Newport has a beach commission .. , . 

Thanks in advance and thank you for your service, please distribute to Town Management 
and TC as well as other stakeholders. 

Marian Falla 
 

Jamestown RI 
 

Condition of Easton 's Beach and Ponds, Pummeled By Storms Worry Newport Officials - ecoRl News 

1 
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Condition of Easton·s Beach and Ponds Pummeled By Storms, Worry NewQ.O.[t Officials - ecoBI 
Maws 

CLIMATE CRISIS 

Condition of Easton's Beach and Ponds, 
Pummeled By Storms, Worry Newport 
Officials 
By Colleen Cronin / ecoRI News staff 
January 15, 2024 

ft used to he mre.fi>r the ci~v lo open th<' doors uftl1c ro11111da al Easton\ Beach 11'11e11 had 
ll cot lier approached. .N011 ' it's hecoming C<JIIIIIWII. (Colleen Cnmi11 1ecuRI Nc1n) 

NEWPORT. R.1.- Opening the garage doors on the Easton·s Beach rotunda used to be a rare 
event in the middle or \Vintcr. 

During Superstorm Sandy, when Tom Shevlin was covering the storm as a reporter, he said the 
rotunda doors were left open for one of the first times. in an attempt to reduce pressure L>n the 
building that everyone knew would llood anyway. 

Now the evasive storm tactic happens om:1:_: every couple of weeks, said Shevlin, who is nmv a 
communications onicer for the city of Newpot1. Within the p::ist month, big storms and t1ooding 
have driven the Recreation Department to open the doors four times. 

The increasing intensity and frequency of storms in Rhode Island is stc1rting Lo take a toll on the 
beach. its iconic buildings. and the two freshwater ponds behind it. which are used a~ drinking 
water source~ fr\r Newpo11 Water, 

On Friday. a fev; inches of sand covered th~ floor or the rotunda. swept in from a rninstorm that 
had hit earlier in the week . 

It usually takes a week to clenn up the building after massive flooding but. because more rain and 
storm sLu-ge were expeL'ted o, er the weekend. the sand had yet lo he picked up. 

··There was no sense in trying to clean it up: · Shevlin said . 
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More evidence of the havoc wreaked by recent rainstorms at Easton ·s Beach . (Colleen 
Cronin/ecoRI News) 

.. ' 



Page 216 of 223

Further dovm the beach. evidence of the storm ·s toll reYealed itself not in the abundance of sand 
but the lack of it. 

A sign for a dune restoration project list~d sidev,·ays. in line with rods stuck into the ground that 
\\'ere mennt to mark where the dune began. now 15 l'eet from where the wind and tide had 
pushed it bnd. 

The vegetation on the dune could come back. but ••it will take a long time:· said Da\'id Vieira. 
recreation program supervisor and beach manager for the city. "Jt took so long t.o build.'' 

Newport's director of util ities. Rob Shultz, said the storm had also done a number on South 
Easton Pond. behind the beach and across Memorial Boulevard. 

Usually. Newport Water draws on the south pond for drinking v,ater because it's less polluted 
and takes less effort to treat. But salt spray from the storm last Tuesday meant that Ncwpo11 
Water had to stop using the south pond and switch to thi:: north pond. 

··we·re used to it. but it's happening much more frequently:· Shultz said. 

The salt spray pollution is coupled with runoff that contaminates the drinking water sources. 
making them harder and mnre expensive to treat - a cost that will likely be cc1rried by 
ratepayers. he said . 

With all these issues. the city is looking at a wish list with an estimated $80 million price tag. 
Those fixes \Vould include tearing down the damaged buildings on the beach and replacing them 
(at about $35 million), a well as fortifying the ponds behind the beach (which could cost about 
$50 million). 

Interim city manager Laura Sitrin said Newport has already ttpplied for severnl grant~ and will 
apply for more. but she noted the problems at Easton· s Beach are just some of many issues that 
ar1; appearing as climate change st.arts to show its face on Aquidneck Island. 

'"All over the city we·re seeing significantly more issues than historically."' she said ... The 
expenses are significant." 

The exact plan and cost for the beach is still up in the air and will require permilling. grnnt 
acquisiliClns. and bidding. she said. 

The city plans to hosl a public workshop Lo look at the issues around Newport, including those at 
Easton·s Beach. The meeting is scheduled for Jan. 31 at 5 p.111. in the City Council chambers. 



Page 217 of 223

To: Members of Jam 
I 

From: Alma Davenpo t : on Avenue 
_, 

Re: Proposed zoning ordinance Section 82-1207. Keeping of Chicken Hens 

While "chickens in the backyard" is a lovely down-home concept, I don't believe the Town fully recognizes some of 

the unfortunate realities connected to the keeping of backyard poultry in suburban neighborhoods - specifically if 

the house lot size is somewhat small. I believe the ordinance needs to be re-crafted with this in mind. 

RATS - It is common knowledge that "if you have chickens -you will have rats". This has nothing to do with good 

husbandry practices. I have spoken with the public education co-ordinator of Casey Farm, and with many 

individuals who keep poultry. They unanimously concur with the above statement. Strong enclosures, such as 

those described in the proposed zoning ordinance (subsection C - Structures and Enclosures) will not defeat rats. 

I paraphrase, but also attach, the Providence Journal article (1/26/23} on Backyard Chickens - "the coop set-up: 

The wire mesh goes from the roof to the ground then bends 90-degrees out for 2 more feet... Pests will try to 

burrow right at the base and hit the mesh . They don't back up 2' to start digging". 

The wire mesh idea needs to be added to the specs of subsection C. 

Some poultry keepers put rat poison traps outside the coop fencing. They are approx. 12"x12" with entrances that 

can exceed 2". A small child can easily access it. Please see attached photograph of the traps that are about 20' 

from my home. I live on Clinton Avenue in "Town". 

A. GENERAL 
Proposed Section A relies on lot size to determine the number of chickens allowed and reads that any dwelling 

may keep chickens. In the R-8 zone, located "in-Town", many lots are 6600 ft . Some are less. This means that 6 

adjacent lots (equaling less than an acre} can have an aggregate of 36 chickens, and the rats they will attract, and 

the noise they will make. 

I believe that the the area bounded by Hamilton Avenue, Walcott/Conanicus, Narragansett, and Southwest 

Avenues, which would encompass one street south of what is now the R-8 zone, (but which has many small house 

lots) as Jamestown's sub-urban area. This area should require licensing/permitting in order to keep chicken hens. 

This is not a radical idea. The Council would join many other communities in R.I. by licensing/permitting for a 

maximum of 6 chickens on any lot of less than 1 acre. The property owner will apply for a permit - much like the 

process used for Air BnBs. This will give neighbors the opportunity to object and will also allow physical review of 

the coops to assure proper construction to deter rats. 

ENFORCEMENT 

Jamestown does not have an ACO. It is up to the police or zoning officials to enforce animal nuisance complaints . 

Currently there are 4 categories of chicken #sin the proposed ordinance. This is too complex. Please refer to the 

previously mentioned Pro Jo article #7 - "Be Wary of Chicken Math". Our police and other officials have better 

things to do with their time than count chickens due to complaints. 

The 230918 Zoning Ordinance Readers Guide (modifications to the earlier proposed zoning ordinances) states that 

Sec. 82-1207 is modified from Barrington R.l.'s laws. Barrington continues to prohibit more than 6 chickens on any 
lot other than a farm. 
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1/14/24, 8:08 AM 

1 /14/24, 8:08 AM 

\ 

6. Get ready to clean the c.oop to deter rats 

Chicken coops are known for attracting rats. The unwanted rodents, as well as other pests, 

are drawn to the food, the water and the excren1ent. 

"Rodents are extremely difficult, near impossible to not have a problem with," Porter said. 

"Not leaving food accessible is the best deterrent but not always possible." 

That means picking up the food bins at night instead of leaving a buffet out. The other thini 

that can help prevent rodents is the coop setup, as all the fortifications set up to keep 

predators out also works against pests. 

Tom Oates, of West WaIWick, who has been raising chickens for 20 years, credits his coop 

and run design with keeping them out. 

''The wire mesh goes from the roof to the ground then bends 90° out for 2 more feet. The 

grass grows right through it so you can't see it," Oates said. "Pests will try to burrow right a 

the base and hit the mesh. They are not smart enough to back up 2 feet to start digging!" 

7. Be wary of 'chicken math' 

It starts with a couple of chickens, then it's a dozen, then a couple of dozen. You get the 

picture. 

10/13 
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United :Way:·.-
or Rhode lsJand i . . . 

Dear Friend, 

:IJ 1/c.ley S:ret. Provid:-.-ce; Rhoc'e 1'51::.rd 029C9 
pa,) .!.Ll,.(16001 www.1..nite<Wi:iyri.org 

A new Legislative session is upon us, and with it an opportunity to create the change that propels 
Rhode Island into a future where everyone can thrive. Knowing we share a passion for Rhode Island 
and a commitment to make our state the best it can be, enclosed is our 2024 Legislative agenda, 
including for our newly launched Alliance for Nonprofit Impact. These are the critical issues we aim to 

address: 
► Affordable Housing and Homelessness Prevention: we will prioritize policies that increase the 

availability of affordable housing units; prevent homelessness and provide supportive services 
for those experiencing homelessness; and initiatives that address the systemic, root causes of 
housing instability and promote equitable access to housing resources. 

► Economic Empowerment and Small Business Growth: to create economic opportunities and 
prosperity for all, we will advocate for tax incentives and grants for minority-owned businesses; 
equitable procurement practices; and for investments in Rhode Island's vital nonprofit sector. 

► Racial and Socioeconomic Equity: to build a more just and equitable state, we will support 
initiatives that address systemic racism and promote equity and inclusion; prioritize criminal 
justice reform; ensure fair wages and workers' rights for all, and access to affordable healthcare. 

► Civic Engagement and Advocacy: we aim to empower individuals to actively participate in the 
democratic process by prioritizing efforts to increase civic education in schools; promote civic 
engagement; create advocacy training and resources; and mobilize our communities. 

The Alliance for Nonprofit Impact at United Way of Rhode Island's mission focuses on the core areas of 
supporting nonprofit staff, strengthening organizational capacity, improving the nonprofit ecosystem, 

and building racial equity in the sector. Its priorities include: 
► Workforce: help to build a resilient, skilled workforce through support of entry level career 

pathways and leadership development pipelines; improving staff compensation and benefits. 
► Investments: advocate for funding that ensures the sustainability of the state's essential direct 

services; increase charitable giving. 
► Regulatory improvements: supporting more equitable state and federal contracting practices 

and a more favorable regulatory environment; and better representation in government. 

This agenda represents our commitment to creating a more just and prosperous future for all. And it is 
our hope that we can count on your help and support to move it forward for every Rhode Islander. I am 

always available and welcome the opportunity to discuss this work and our agenda with you. 

With appreciation, 

Cortney Nicolato 
President & CEO, United Way of Rhode Island 

Uniting our community and resources to build racial equity and opportunities for all Rhode Islanders. 
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INCORPORATED 1757 

To1vn of Hopkinton 
HOPKINTON, RHODE ISLAND 02833 

TOWN OF HOPKJNTON, RHODE ISLAND 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FULL FUNDING 

OF CATEGORICAL TRANSPORTATION AID 
AS OUTLINED IN RIGL §16-7.2-6 

WH.EREAS, the regional incemive was promised to local districts when the Regional School Districts were fonned; and 

WHEREAS, the regional incentive was phased out in 20 l O with the passage of the new funding formula; and 

WHEREAS, Transportation Categorical Funds were provided to the Regional School Districts to partially offset the loss 
of the regional incentive by partially reimbursing the higher transportation costs of the regional districts; and 

WHEREAS, the Regional School Districts have designed and implemented a number of innovative education programs 
that meet the learning needs of students; and 

WHEREAS, the investment of resources in our Regional School Districts has yielded positive education results and 
innovative educational programs and services for students and aduhs that have been a wise investment of local and state 
resources; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure that students attending Regional School Districts continue to receive a high-quality 
public education and to reduce the burden on regional taxpayers. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hopkinton Town Council, 

l . Respectfully requests that Transportation Categorical Funds between the State and Regional Districts be fully 
funded in an amount equal to that intended under RIGL §16-7.2-6(e) to protect the interests of regional school 
districts and advance the education mission of our schools; and 

2. Seeks the support of all School Committees, Town Councils and Legislators that comprise the regional school 
districts regarding this matter of mutual interest to the schools and taxpayers of our regional districts. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Governor of the State of Rhode Island, the 
Rhode Island General Assembly, the Charlestown Town Council, the Richmond Town Council, the Chariho Regional 
District School Committee, and the Chariho Regional District Superintendent. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent as well to the Town Councils, School 
Committees, and Legislators of the regional districts of Bristol-Warren, Exeter-West Greenwich and Foster-Glocester. 

The RESOLUTION shall take effect upon passage. 

Passed as a resolution of the Hopkinton Town Council this-==,,,--

Hopkinton 
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Roberta Fagan 

To: 

Vicki Martin <vmartin@Burrillville.org> 
Saturday, January 27, 2024 1:50 PM 
Roberta Fagan 

Subject: Burrlllville's Support of Resolution 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Jamestown email system. Please do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and determine the content is safe. 

At the regular meeting of the Burrillville Town Council held Wednesday, January 24, 2024 for and within the Town of Burrillville, 
at which time a quorum was present and acting throughout, the Burrillville Town Council voted to support the resolution from 
the Water and Sewer Commission of the Town of Jamestown (Resolution No.: 2024-01) requesting the Rhode Island General 
Assembly to amend RIGL §46-15 relative to a public water system's obligations. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask. Thank you. 

Vicki T. Martin, CMC 
Town Clerk 

•• 

Town of Burrillville 
105 Harrisville Main Street, Harrisville RI 02830 

401-568-4300 x133 I vmartin@burrillville.org 
www.burri llvi lle.org M - w 8:30-4:30, Th 8:30 - 7:00, F 8:30 -12:30 
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	IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRESENTATIONS, RESOLUTIONS, AND PROCLAMATIONS
	A) Presentations:
	2) Jamestown Community Farm letter, report, and presentation on the Jamestown Community Farm Financial Terms for Purchase of the Ceppi Property.

	B) Resolutions and Proclamations: Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote:
	1) Resolution 2024-05, A Resolution in Support of Amendments to Rhode Island League of Cities and Towns 2024 Legislative Priorities
	2) Resolution 2024-06: Formation of the Jamestown 250th Commission.


	VII. COUNCIL, ADMINISTRATOR, SOLICITOR, COMMISSION/COMMITTEE COMMENTS & REPORTS
	Please Note the Following Items are Status Reports and Matters of Interest to the Council and are for Informational Purposes unless Indicated Otherwise:
	A) Town Administrator’s Report: Edward A. Mello

	VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	A) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Review and/or Discussion of the Jamestown Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee report and implementation recommendations:
	1) Town of Jamestown Tax Relief Ad Hoc Committee Report to the Town Council.

	B) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Review and/or Discussion of the Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee (JAH) recommendations:
	1) At the request and recommendation of the Jamestown Affordable Housing Committee, Town Council support of the Jamestown Affordable Housing Preservation Program and permission to develop an enabling ordinance by the Town staff with final review by th...

	C) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: Vice President Meagher and the Jamestown Charter Review Committee recommended amendments, additions, and/or deletions for Charter revisions:
	1) At the request and recommendation of the Jamestown Charter Review Committee permission to develop an enabling ordinance by the Town staff with final review by the Town Solicitor for proposed Amendments to the Jamestown Charter.


	IX. NEW BUSINESS
	A) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Vice President Meagher a recommendation to members of the various Jamestown Boards, Commissions, and Committees to review the Open Meetings Act (OMA) compliance requirements and revie...
	1) When the OMA applies whenever a quorum of a public body convenes for a meeting. The OMA applies when the three elements are present:
	2) Notice Requirements: Annual notice (RIGL§ 42-46-6(a)) and Supplemental Notice/Agenda of meetings (RIGL§ 42-46-6(b) includes the date the notice was published; the date(s), time(s), and locations(s) of the meetings; and a statement specifying the na...
	3) Open Meetings: All meetings must be open to the public unless closed in accordance with the OMA. RIGL§ 42-46-3).
	4) ACLU report findings on public comment at town meetings

	B) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of Town Administrator Mello Discussion and Possible Action to Order to Advertise in the Jamestown Press; Notice of a Public Hearing to take place on March 4, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. for Propo...
	C) Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote: At the request of the Town Council information regarding short-term rental (STR) serviced by onsite wastewater treatment systems (OWTS):
	1) Memorandum from Town Engineer Jean Lambert re: information request for Short-Term Rentals with Onsite Wastewater Systems


	X. ORDINANCES, APPOINTMENTS, VACANCIES, AND EXPIRING TERMS
	A) Appointments, Vacancies, and Expiring Terms; Review, Discussion, and/or Action and/or Vote:
	1) Elections Training and Advisory Ad hoc Committee, One (1) Jamestown Board of Canvassers Member; Four to Six (4-6) Jamestown Citizen-at-Large Members; and One (1) Jamestown Town Council Ex-Officio Member with a term not to exceed 6 months, duly adve...
	a) Interested Citizens-at-Large Applicants:
	i) Daphne G. Meredith
	ii) Laura Goldstein
	iv) Marlene B. Murphy

	b) Board of Canvasser Applicants:
	ii) Carol Nelson-Lee


	2) Library Board of Trustees, One (1) member vacancy, with a three-year term ending December 31, 2026, duly advertised in the December 14th and 21st editions of the Jamestown Press:


	XI. CONSENT AGENDA
	A) Town Council Minutes
	1) January 16, 2024

	B) Minutes of Boards/Commissions/Committees
	1) Board of Canvassers ( November 7, 2023)

	C) At the recommendation of the Harbor Division Executive Director and the Harbor Management Commission grant approval of the sale of the Harbor Division 21’ Freedom vessel, trailer, and motor via the municipal surplus equipment resale process; and au...
	D) Tax Assessor’s Abatements and Addenda of Taxes
	E) Ratification of the Administratively approved Short-Term Rental application for the period of January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024:
	F) Trash Collector License 2024 Renewal Application(s):
	G) One-Day Event/Entertainment License Applications: All One-Day Event/ Entertainment license application approvals are subject to any COVID-19 protocols in effect at the time of the event:
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	A) Communications Received:
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